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Organ Prelude

Gathering

*Choral Introit	  
Conditor alme siderum	 Guillaume Dufay 
		  (c. 1397-1474) 
Conditor alme siderum, 
aeterna lux credentium, 
Christe redemptor omnium, 
exaudi preces supplicum.

Qui condolens interitu 
mortis perire saeculum, 
salvasti mundum languidum, 
donans reis remedium.

Vergente mundi vespere, 
uti sponsus de thalamo, 
egressus honestissima, 
Virginis matris clausula.

Cujus forti potentiae, 
genu curvantur omnia; 
caelestia, terrestrial, 
nutu fatentur subdita.

Creator of the stars of night, 
Thy people’s everlasting light, 
Jesu, Redeemer, save us all, 
And hear Thy servants when they call.

Thou, grieving that the ancient curse 
Should doom to death a universe, 
Hast found the medicine, full of grace, 
To save and heal a ruined race.

Thou came, the Bridegroom of the Bride, 
As drew the world to evening tide, 
Proceeding from a virgin shrine, 
The spotless Victim all divine.

At whose name, majestic now, 
All knees must bend, all hearts must bow; 
And things celestial thee shall own, 
And things terrestrial Lord alone.!

*Greeting and Opening Prayer

The congregation is asked to remain silent 
during the prelude as a time of prayer and meditation.



*Carol 211 (stanzas 1, 2, 6, and 7)	  
O Come, O Come, Emmanuel	 veni emmanuel

*Bidding Prayer (presiding minister only)

Beloved in Christ, as we await the great festival of Christmas, 
	 let us prepare ourselves so that we may be shown its true meaning. 
Let us hear in Holy Scripture how the prophets of Israel 
	 foretold that God would visit and redeem the waiting people. 
Let us rejoice, in our carols and hymns, 
	 that the good purpose of God is being mightily fulfilled. 
Let us celebrate the promise that our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, 
	 will bring all peoples and all things into the glory of God’s eternal kingdom. 
The blind receive their sight, and the lame walk, the lepers are 
	 cleansed, and the deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor 
	 have the gospel preached to them. 
But first, let us pray for the world that God so loves, for those who 
	 have not heard the good news of God, or who do not believe it; 
	 for those who walk in darkness and the shadow of death; 
	 and for the Church in this place and everywhere, that it may 
	 in pure joy lift up the light of the love of God. 
These prayers and praises let us humbly offer to God, in the 
	 words that Christ himself taught us.

*The Lord’s Prayer (in unison)

First Lesson—Isaiah 40:1–8

To God’s people in exile in a faraway land, the prophet Isaiah 
announces good news: God is returning and bringing the exiles home. 

Anthem  
The Truth from Above	 Traditional English Carol 
		  arr. Ralph Vaughan Williams (1872-1958)

This is the truth sent from above, 
The truth of God, the God of love; 
Therefore don’t turn me from your door, 
But hearken all, both rich and poor.

The first thing, which I do relate, 
Is that God did man create; 
The next thing, which to you I tell, 
Woman was made with man to dwell.

Thus we were heirs to endless woes, 
Till God the Lord did interpose; 
And so a promise soon did run 
That he would redeem us by his Son.



And at that season of the year 
Our blest Redeemer did appear; 
He here did live, and here did preach, 
And many thousands he did teach.

Thus He in love to us behaved, 
To show us how we must be saved; 
And if you want to know the way, 
Be pleased to hear what he did say. 

Second Lesson—Jeremiah 23:5–6

The prophet Jeremiah offers hope for a righteous branch, 
a just king who is yet to come. 

Anthem  
Jesus Christ the Appletree	 Elizabeth Poston 
		  (1905-1987)

The tree of life my soul hath seen, 
Laden with fruit, and always green, 
The trees of nature fruitless be, 
Compared with Christ the appletree.

His beauty doth all things excel, 
By faith I know, but ne’er can tell, 
The glory which I now can see, 
In Jesus Christ the appletree.

For happiness I long have sought, 
And pleasure I have dearly bought; 
I missed of all but now I see 
’Tis found in Christ the appletree.

I’m wearied with my former toil, 
Here I will sit and rest awhile; 
Under the shadow I will be 
Of Jesus Christ the appletree.

This fruit doth make my soul to thrive, 
It keeps my dying faith alive; 
Which makes my soul in haste to be 
With Jesus Christ the appletree.

Third Lesson—Zechariah 9:9–10

To a nation weary of war, God will establish a king 
who will establish a reign of peace.

*Carol 196 
Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus	 hyfrydol



Fourth Lesson—Haggai 2:6–9

The prophet Haggai promises to God’s people a temple 
even more glorious than the temple of old. 

*Carol 216 
Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming	 es ist ein ros

Fifth Lesson—Isaiah 35:1–6

The prophet Isaiah announces the renewal both of the land 
and of God’s people on the coming day of redemption.

*Carol 214 
Savior of the Nations, Come 	 nun komm, der heiden heiland

Sixth Lesson—Luke 1:26–35, 38

The angel Gabriel announces to the virgin Mary that she 
will give birth to a ruler whose reign shall never end. 

Anthem		   
Gabriel’s Message	 Basque Carol 
		  arr. David Willcocks (b. 1919)

The angel Gabriel from Heaven came, 
His wings as drifted snow, his eyes as flame; 
“All hail”, said he, “thou lowly maiden Mary, 
Most highly favoured lady,” Gloria!

“For known a blessed mother thou shalt be, 
All generations laud and honour thee, 
Thy Son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold, 
Most highly favoured lady,” Gloria!

Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head, 
“To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said, 
“My soul shall laud and magnify his holy Name,” 
Most highly favoured lady, Gloria!

Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born 
In Bethlehem, all on a Christmas morn, 
And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say; 
Most highly favoured lady. Gloria!

Seventh Lesson	—Mark 1:1–15

Jesus proclaims the coming of the kingdom of God.



Advent Prayer (in unison) 
Merciful God, 
you sent your messengers the prophets 
	 to preach repentance and prepare the way for our salvation. 
Give us grace to heed their warnings and forsake our sins, 
	 that we may celebrate aright the commemoration of the nativity, 
	 and may await with joy 
	 the coming in glory of Jesus Christ our Redeemer; 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
	 one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

*Benediction

*Recessional Hymn 203 
Hail to the Lord’s Anointed	 ellacombe

*Choral Dismissal	 Thomas Weelkes 
Amen		  (1576-1623)

Organ Postlude 
Improvisation on ellacombe

*All who are able may stand.

You are welcome to stay for the organ postlude.   
Should you need to leave, please do so quietly and respectfully.

The Choral Vespers service has concluded for the fall semester.  
The service will return on Thursday, January 16, 2014.
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