
11:45 a.m.
Thursday, April 16, 2026
Duke University Chapel
Durham, North Carolina

The 2026
Closing Convocation



Order of Worship

*Please stand as you are able.

Gathering

Prelude 
Praeludium in D Major, BuxWV 139	 Dietrich Buxtehude 
		  (c. 1637–1707)

Greeting

*Processional Hymn UMH 90 
Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones                             lasst uns efreuen	

	 Ye watchers and ye holy ones, 
bright seraphs, cherubim, and thrones, 
raise the glad strain: “Alleluia!” 
Cry out, dominions, princedoms, pow’rs, 
Virtues, archangels, angels’ choirs: 
“Alleluia! Alleluia!” Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

	 O higher than the cherubim, 
more glorious than the seraphim, 
lead their praises: “Alleluia!” 
Thou bearer of th’eternal Word, 
most gracious, magnify the Lord: 
“Alleluia! Alleluia!” Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

	 Respond, ye souls in endless rest, 
ye patriarchs and prophets blest: 
“Alleluia! Alleluia!” 
Ye holy twelve, ye martyrs strong, 
all saints triumphant, raise the song: 
“Alleluia! Alleluia!” Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

	 O friends, in gladness let us sing, 
supernal anthems echoing: 
“Alleluia! Alleluia!” 
To God the Father, God the Son, 
and God the Spirit, Three in One: 
“Alleluia! Alleluia!” Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!	

Prayer of Confession 
All offer prayers of confession in silence.

	 Merciful God, for the things we have done that we regret, 
Forgive us, 

	 For the things we have failed to do that we regret, 
Forgive us, 



	 For all the times we have acted without love, 
Forgive us, 

	 For all the times we have reacted without thought, 
Forgive us,  

	 For all the times we have withdrawn care, 
Forgive us, 

	 For all the times we have failed to forgive, 
Forgive us, 

	 For hurtful words said and helpful words unsaid, 
For unfinished tasks, and unfulfilled hopes, 
God of all time, forgive us, 
and help us to lay down our burden of regret.

Declaration of Pardon

*Passing of the Peace

Latino/a Pastoral Initiative Certificates in Theology and 
Certificates of Achievement in Theological Education

Proclamation

Prayer for Illumination 
Creator God, who is the great architect of our hearts and 
transfomer of our lives; you have spoken to your people through 
fire, through prophets, through gentle quiet, and through the 
life, death, and resurrection of your Son. Speak to us again today, 
that your Spirit may roam freely and meet each of us in our place 
of need and draw us more deeply to you. Amen.

Old Testament Lesson—Deuteronomy 4:1–2, 9–14  
Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Lesson—John 13:31–35 
Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.

Sermon—Confession as Testimony

“We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.”

*Response  
The Nicene Creed (in unison)

	 We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty,	 (continued on next page) 



    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen.

	 We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made; 
    of one Being with the Father; 
    through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven; 
        and was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary, 
        and became truly human. 
        For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
        he suffered death and was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
        in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended to heaven 
        and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
        He will come again in glory 
        to judge the living and the dead 
        and his kingdom will have no end.

	 We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
    who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
    who with the Father and the Son  
        is worshipped and glorified, 
    who has spoken through the prophets. 
    We believe in the one holy catholic* and apostolic church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism  
        for the forgiveness of sins. 
    We look forward to the resurrection of the dead, 
        and to life of the world to come. Amen.	 *universal

Communion

*The Great Thanksgiving (Musical Setting A, page 17 in the hymnal)

*The Lord’s Prayer

The Giving of the Bread and Cup 
At the direction of the ushers, please come forward in continuously moving lines. 
The elements used for communion are bread and grape juice. Gluten-free wafers 
are available upon request at the stations along the center aisle. Communion is 
received by intinction, meaning you dip the bread into the cup after receiving the 
bread in cupped hands.



Music During Distribution:  
Hallelujah Sing	 The Porter’s Gate 
		  (Leslie Jordan, Orlando Palmer, and Latifah Alattas)

	 Come now, dear ones, all are welcome 
At this table, receive the bread and wine 
Bring your sadness, anxious madness 
Weakness, secrets, your loneliness

	 Alleluia sing a song of peace to me 
Alleluia sing this unhidden melody 
Alleluia sing in all souls residing 
Alleluia sing Your light, what joy it brings 
Alleluia sing, Alleluia sing

	 Come find shelter, breathe and rest here 
Comfort and peace from burdens you bear 
Alleluia sing     

	 Alleluia sing a song of peace to me 
Alleluia sing this unhidden melody 
Alleluia sing in all souls residing 
Alleluia sing Your light, what joy it brings 
Alleluia sing, Alleluia sing

	 Take this bread, drink this cup with me 
Alleluia sing

Prayer after Communion 
Strengthen for service, Lord, the hands that have taken holy 
things; may the ears which have heard your word be deaf to 
clamor and dispute; may the tongues which have sung your 
praise be free from deceit; may the eyes which have seen your 
love shine with the light of hope; and may the bodies which have 
been fed with your body be refreshed with the fullness of your 
life; glory to you forever. Amen.

Sending Forth

*Benediction

*Recessional Hymn UMH 166 
All Praise to Thee, for Thou, O King Divine	 sine nomine

	 All praise to thee, for thou, O King divine, 
didst yield the glory that of right was thine, 
that in our darkened hearts thy grace might shine: 
Alleluia! Alleluia!

	 Thou cam’st to us in lowliness of thought; 
by thee the outcast and the poor were sought,	 (continued on next page) 



and by thy death was God’s salvation wrought: 
Alleluia! Alleluia!	

	 Let this mind be in us which was in thee, 
who wast a servant, that we might be free,	  
humbling thyself to death on Calvary: 
Alleluia! Alleuia!

	 Wherefore, by God’s eternal purpose, thou 
art high exalted o’er all creatures now, 
and giv’n the name to which all knees shall bow: 
Alleluia! Alleluia!

	 Let every tongue confess with one accord 
in heav’n and earth that Jesus Christ is Lord; 
and God the Father be by all adored: 
Alleluia! Alleluia!	

Postlude

 

Following today’s worship service, the Office of the Dean invites you enjoy  
LocoPops and desserts on the Bovender Terrace.  

We look forward to a time of gathering and fellowship.
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