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BIOGRAPHY | Very Rev. John J. H. Hammond, V.G., J.C.L., K.H.S.

Fr. John Hammond 
is Vicar General and 
Judicial Vicar of the 
Diocese of Nashville, 
and Pastor of St. Patrick 
Catholic Church in 
downtown Nashville. 
I n  h i s  d i o ce s a n 
leadership roles, Fr. 
Hammond oversees 
or directs various 

diocesan offices and ministries, supervises parish 
and diocesan activities, and serves on most diocesan 
consultative and corporate boards and councils. 
Prior to his ordination to the Catholic priesthood 
in 2014, Fr. Hammond attended seminary at 
the Pontifical College Josephinum in Columbus, 
Ohio, where he earned the Bachelor of Philosophy, 
Bachelor of Sacred Theology, Master of Divinity, 
and Master of Arts degrees, and served in various 
leadership roles, including as president of the 
student body, Master of Liturgical Ceremonies, 
Deputy Director of Human Formation, and 
representative to the Board of Trustees. He has also 
earned the Licentiate in Canon Law summa cum 
laude from the Pontifical University of St. Thomas 
Aquinas in Rome.  

Prior to entering ordained ministry, Hammond 
had a successful career as a church musician, 

serving as Assistant Organist/Choirmaster and 
Acting Organist/Choirmaster at the Church of 
the Incarnation in Dallas, Texas, one of the largest 
Episcopal churches in the country. He also served 
as Carillonneur at the Cathedral Shrine of the 
Virgin of Guadalupe in Dallas. He received the 
Bachelor of Arts degree summa cum laude from 
The University of the South in Sewanee, Tennessee, 
with majors in music and Latin literature, and a 
minor in ancient Greek. While at The University 
of the South, Father Hammond functioned in 
multiple leadership capacities, including serving 
as head of student government and as a member of 
the University’s Board of Trustees. He also holds 
the Master of Sacred Music degree summa cum 
laude from Southern Methodist University, where 
he studied organ and sacred music. 

In 2001, Hammond was awarded full carillonneur 
membership in the Guild of Carillonneurs in 
North America, one of the youngest performers 
ever to achieve that distinction. He has presented 
numerous carillon recitals throughout the United 
States and abroad, and has published several 
original compositions for the instrument. 

Hammond is a member of various professional 
and honorary societies, and is a Knight Chaplain 
of the Equestrian Order of the Holy Sepulchre of 
Jerusalem. 
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Ascension Day Evensong
Thursday, May 26, 7:00 p.m.
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