CHORAL EVENSONG

Sunday, February 8, 2026

Today’s introit, Sicut lilium inter spinas, was published in 1543 collection of anonymous motets. Musicologist
Laurie Stras conjectures that these works were written by the acclaimed composer, nun, and Ferrarese princess
Eleonora d’Este, whose choice to enter religious life allowed her to “devote her life to study and music.” Stras explains
d’Este’s presupposed anonymous publication: “in the secular world, musical skills were routinely associated with
courtesans; for nuns, the cultivation of musical knowledge was evidence of capitulation to the sin of vanity. This
potentially left many literary and musically creative women under the veil of anonymity, particularly if they had
taken religious vows.” Gabriel Jackson’s Truro Service (2001) is an alternatim setting in which verses alternate
between chant — in a style suggestive of Eastern cantillation — and polyphony. Both anthems come from Gloucester
Cathedral organists John Sanders and his successor David Briggs. Their respective settings of Song of Songs texts
share rich, colorful, venturesome harmonic writing. Whereas Briggs uses sumptuous homophony, Sanders offers a
more conversational approach by layering and staggering statements between voice parts. Victor Togni was
recognized as an “rising star of Canadian organ music” Tragically, a fatal car accident cut short a promising musical
career. Organist John Paul Farahat notes the last movement, A/le/uia, from Five Liturgical Inventions as “the most
comprehensive example of Togni’s improvisation formulas in a precomposed work.”

* * *

Organ Voluntary Pi¢ce d'orgue, BWV 572 J.S. Bach (1685-1750)

Introit Sicut lilium inter spinas Eleonora d’Este (c. 1515-1575)

Sicut lilium inter spinas, sic amica mea inter filias.
As the lily among the thorns, so is my love among the daughters.

—Song of Songs 2:2
*Procession & Opening Responses Richard Ayleward (c. 1625-1669)
Psalmody Psalm 119:73-88 George J. Elvey (1816-1893)
First Lesson | Isaiah 58:1-12
*Canticle Magnificat (Truro Service) Gabriel Jackson

Second Lesson | 1 Corinthians 2:1-16

*Canticle Nunc dimittis (Truro Service) G. Jackson

*All rise as able

*The Apostles’ Creed
Responses R. Ayleward
Collect of the Day

O Lord, we beseech thee to keep thy Church and household continually in thy true religion; that they
who do lean only upon the hope of thy heavenly grace may evermore be defended by thy mighty power;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Anthem Set me as a seal upon thine heart David Briggs

Set me as a seal upon thine heart, As a seal upon thine arm For love is as strong as death,
Many waters cannot quench love, Neither can the floods drown it.

—Song of Songs 8:6-7, adapt.

*Hymn | UMH 663 Savior, Again to Thy Dear Name ELLERS

Benediction My Beloved Spake John Sanders (1933-2003)

My beloved spake, and said unto me, Rise up, my love, my fair one, and come away. For, lo, the winter is
past, the rain is over and gone; The flowers appear on the earth; the time of the singing of birds is come,
and the voice of the turtle is heard in our land; The fig-tree putteth forth her green figs, and the vines
with the tender grape give a good smell. Arise, my love, my fair one, and come away.

—Song of Songs 2:10-13

Organ Voluntary Victor Togni (1935-1965)

Alleluia (Five Liturgical Inventions)
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The next service of Choral Evensong will be on Sunday, February 22, 2026, at 4:00 p.m.

Evensong Singers Concert, March 8 | *Rescheduled*
Join us on Sunday, March 8th at 4:00 p.m. for Singing the Song of Songs—settings from the 15th-21st centuries.



