CHORAL EVENSONG

Sunday, February 22, 2026

The Song of Songs text Vadam et Circuibo is heard twice this afternoon in the introit and anthem. While their
geneses are four centuries removed, Victoria’s Renaissance setting provides Jonathan Dove with inspiration for his
own 2017 composition, quoting Victoria’s ideas. He writes: “I was entranced by the serene beauty of Victoria’s
Vadam et circuibo civitatem, and a large part of my reflection dwells on his first eight bars.” Jessica French’s set of
five variations on the Latin hymn Jesu, Dulcis Memoria for organ directly portray the opening stanzas. With hints
of Luther’s chorale melody, Karg-Elert’s Choralstudien (Chorale Study) on Aus Tiefer Not musically encapsulates
the emotional spectrum born in Psalm 130, from “cry for mercy” to “full redemption.”

* * *

Organ Voluntary Variations on Jesu, Dulcis Memoria Jessica French

Introit Vadam et Circuibo Tomis Luis de Victoria (C. 1548—1611)

Vadam et civcuibo civitatem
per vicos et plateas.

I will arise and go about the city

in the streets and in the broad ways.
Quaeram quem diligit anima mea: I will seek him whom my soul loveth:
quaesivi illum, et non inveni.
Adjuro vos, filiae Jerusalem,

si inveneritis dilectum meum,

I'sought him but found him not.
I charge ye, O daughters of Jerusalem,
if ye find my beloved,

ut annuntietis ei, quia amore langueo. that ye tell him, that I am sick of love.

— Song of Songs 3:2, 5:8

*Procession & Opening Responses Richard Ayleward (c. 1625-1669)

Psalmody Psalm 108 Anonymous
Jonathan Battishill (1738-1801)

First Lesson | Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7

*Canticle Magnificat (Fauxbourdon) William Byrd (c.1540-1623)

Second Lesson | Romans 5:12-19

*Canticle Nunc dimittis (Fauxbourdon) W. Byrd

*All rise as able

*The Apostles’ Creed
Responses

Collect of the Day

R. Ayleward

O Lord, who for our sake didst fast forty days and forty nights: Give us grace to use such abstinence,
that, our flesh being subdued to the Spirit, we may ever obey thy godly motions in righteousness and true
holiness, to thy honor and glory, who livest and reignest with the Father and the Holy Ghost, one God,

world without end. Amen.

Anthem Vadam et Circuibo
*Hymn | UMH 136 The Lord's My Shepherd
Choral Benediction Set Me as a Seal

Set me as a seal upon thine heart, as a seal upon thine arm:
for love is strong as death. Many waters cannot quench love,
neither can the floods drown it.

—Song of Songs 8:6-7

Organ Voluntary Aus tiefer Not, schrei ich zu dir, Op. 78

TODAY IN WORSHIP

Jonathan Dove
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The next service of Choral Evensong will be on Palm Sunday, March 29, 2026, at 4:00 p.m.

Evensong Singers Concert, March 8 | *Rescheduled*

Join us on Sunday, March 8th at 4:00 p.m. for Singing the Song of Songs: 700 Years of a Biblical Love Song.



