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SERVICE OF WORSHIP
Second Sunday of Advent

Sunday, December 8, 2024, 11:00 a.m.

Gustave Doré, John the Baptist Preaching in the Wilderness, detail, 19th century.

Today we celebrate the second Sunday of Advent. The scripture lesson from 
Philippians begins in thanksgiving. The Apostle Paul gives thanks whenever he  
remembers the Christians at Philippi and also looks toward their future when: 

“The one who began a good work in you will bring it to completion by the day of 
Jesus Christ.” Luke’s gospel portrays John the Baptist preaching repentance in the 
wilderness and calling people to “prepare the way of the Lord!” Throughout the 
season of Advent, we look to the future God is preparing for us in thanksgiving and 
repentance, even as we prepare to meet Jesus. The liturgical color of Advent is purple, 
which denotes penitence, a suitable mode for preparation to meet God.



*All rise as able

Gathering
Carillon

Prelude
�

Connected� Brian Tate

Cantate Hodie (Sing Today!)� Mary Lynn Lightfoot

I See the Heaven’s Glories Shine� Andrea Ramsey

Children, Go Where I Send Thee� arr. Paul Caldwell & Sean Ivory 
�

Greeting and Call to Worship

Rose Procession

*Gathering Hymn | Hymn 6 in the Advent hymn booklet in the pew rack.

Prepare the Royal Highway� bereden vÄg fÖr herran

*Prayer of Confession and Words of Assurance | In unison: 

God of the future, you are coming in power to bring all nations under 
your rule. We confess that we have not expected your kingdom; we live 
casual lives, ignoring your promised judgment. We accept lies as truth, 
exploit neighbors, abuse the earth, and refuse your justice and peace. 
In your mercy, forgive us. Grant us wisdom to welcome your way, and 
to seek things that will endure when Christ comes to judge the world. 
Amen.

The minister speaks words of assurance.

*Peace | All exchange signs and words of God’s peace.

	Minister:		 The peace of Christ be with you.
	People:			  And also with you.



Proclamation
Prayer for Illumination | In unison:

Stir up our hearts, Lord God, to prepare the way of your only Son. By his 
coming give to all the people of the world knowledge of your salvation; 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Anthem

Candlelight Carol� John Rutter

How do you capture the wind on the water?
How do you count all the stars in the sky?
How can you measure the love of a mother?
Or how can you write down a baby’s first cry?

Refrain
Candlelight, angel light, firelight and star-glow
shine on his cradle till breaking of dawn.
Gloria! Gloria in excelsis Deo.
Angels are singing; the Christ child is born.

Shepherds and wise men will kneel and adore him,
seraphim round him their vigil will keep.
Nations proclaim him their Lord and their Savior,
but Mary will hold him and sing him to sleep. Refrain

Find him at Bethlehem laid in a manger,
Christ, our Redeemer, asleep in the hay.
Godhead incarnate and hope of salvation,
a child with his mother that first Christmas day. Refrain

� —John Rutter

Old Testament Lesson | OT page 838 in pew Bibles.

Malachi 3:1–4

			  Lector:		 The word of the Lord.
			  People:		 Thanks be to God.



New Testament Lesson | NT page 185 in pew Bibles.

Philippians 1:3–11

			  Lector:		 The word of the Lord.
			  People:		 Thanks be to God.

Anthem

Noel� Todd Smith, arr. Brad Holmes

Noel! Noel! Jesu me kwisa ku zinga ti beto.
Kana nge zola ku zaba mwana.
Nge fwiti kwisa ku fukama.

Noel! Noel! Jesus has come to live with us.
If you want to know the child,
You have to come kneel.

� —Kituba dialect

*Gospel Lesson | NT page 56 in pew Bibles.

Luke 3:1–6

			  Lector:		 The word of the Lord.
			  People:		 Thanks be to God.

Sermon

What Lies Ahead

Response
*Response Hymn | Hymn 9 in the Advent hymn booklet in the pew rack.

Now Bless the God of Israel� kingsfold

*Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth:



And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried: he descended into hell; the third day 
he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come  
to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen.

Call to Prayer

Minister: 		 The Lord be with you.
People:			  And also with you.
Minister:		 Let us pray.

Prayers of the People | The congregation responds to each petition:

People:			  Hear our prayer.

Mission of the Month

Offertory Anthem 

Personent Hodie� John Rutter
�
Personent hodie
voces puerulae,
laudantes jucunde
qui nobis est natus,
summo Deo datus,
et de virgineo ventre procreatus.

Omnes clericuli,
pariter pueri,
cantent ut angeli:
advenisti mundo,
laudes tibi fundo.
Ideo gloria in excelsis Deo.

Let resound today
the voices of children,
joyfully praising
Him who is born to us,
given by most high God,
and conceived in a virginal womb.

Let all the junior clerics
and also the children
sing like angels:
“You have come to the world,
I pour out praises to you.
Therefore, glory to God in the highest!”



In mundo nascitur,
pannis involvitur
praesepi ponitur
stabulo brutorum,
rector supernorum.
Perdidit spolia princeps
		  infernorum.

Magi tres venerunt,
parvulum inquirunt,
Bethlehem adeunt,
stellulam sequendo,
ipsum adorando,
aurum, thus, 
		  et myrrham ei offerendo.

� —Medieval carol

*Doxology� nun komm, der heiden heiland

Thanksgiving
*Prayer of Thanksgiving

*The Lord’s Prayer | All are encouraged to pray the Lord’s Prayer in the language 
of their choosing.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
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Text: Ambrose of Milan, 340–397
Music: plainsong, adapt. Geistliche Gesangbüchlein, 1524

Picardy
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Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland

7 7 7 7

He was born into the world,
wrapped in swaddling clothes,
and laid in a manger
in a stable for animals,
the master of the heavens.
The prince of Hell has lost his spoils.

Three Magi came,
they were bearing gifts,
and sought the little one,
following a star,
to worship him,
and offer him 
  		 gold, frankincense, and myrrh.



And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

Sending Forth
*Benediction

*Sending Hymn | Hymn 7 in the Advent hymn booklet in the pew rack.

Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding� merton

Postlude

Chaconne in G Minor� Louis Couperin
� (1626–1661)

Carillon

Memorial Chapel Communion | Immediately following the postlude, a brief 
communion service will be held in Memorial Chapel; worship guides for the 
service are available near the entrance. Following communion, the minister 
will be available to offer prayers and anointing.

TODAY IN WORSHIP

Presiding Minister
Luke A. Powery�����������������������������������������������������������������������������Dean, Duke University Chapel
Racquel Gill �������������������������� Minister for Intercultural Engagement, Duke University Chapel

Preacher
Donyelle McCray��������������Associate Professor of Homiletics, Yale Divinity School; Divinity ’14

Mission of the Month
Joan Eastman �������������������������������������������� Executive Committee Member, Growing Thru Grief 

Lectors
J Sterrett����������������������������������������������������������Intern for Intercultural Engagement; Divinity ’26
Andres Valdiri������������������������������������������������������������������� Chapel Scholar, UNC-Chapel Hill ’27



Musicians
Raleigh Youth Choir������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ Choir
Jeremy Tucker, Emily Turner, Amy Davis, Aaron Brown ������� Directors, Raleigh Youth Choir
Elena Lazaro Evans������������������������������������������������������������������������������ Flute, Raleigh Youth Choir
Robert Parkins�������������������������������������������������������������������University Organist, Duke University
Chad Fothergill����������������������������������������������������������� Chapel Organist, Duke University Chapel
Mitchell Eithun �������������������������������������������������� Chapel Carillonneur, Duke University Chapel

Head Ushers
Ken Arneson������������������������������������������������������������������� Member, Congregation at Duke Chapel
James Ferguson��������������������������������������������������������������� Member, Congregation at Duke Chapel

Today’s Guest Preacher | Today’s Wilkinson Endowment guest preacher is Dr. Donyelle 
McCray. Dr. McCray serves as associate professor of homiletics at Yale Divinity School. A 
teacher, writer, Episcopal layperson, and Duke Divinity School graduate, her scholarship 
focuses on ways African American women and lay people use the sermon to play, remember, 
invent, and disrupt. She is the author of The Censored Pulpit: Julian of Norwich as Preacher 
and a volume on sermon genre, Is It a Sermon? Art, Activism, and Genre Fluidity in African 

American Preaching. She is currently writing a book on the preaching and spirituality of the 
Rev. Dr. Pauli Murray.

Mission of the Month | Growing Thru Grief (GTG) is a local, in-person program of grief 
support for those who have lost a loved one, such as a spouse/partner, parent, child, sibling, or 
friend.  GTG is a place to share experiences along the grief journey, in a safe and confidential 
setting that offers the hope of personal growth and healing. Each week there is an educational 
presentation and facilitated small group sharing. There is no cost and registration is not 
required.  All are welcome!  Meetings are held every Tuesday throughout the year from 
4:00–6:00 p.m. (unless Tuesday is a major holiday) at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 1200 
Cornwallis Road in Durham. More information can be found at www.growingthrugrief.
org. Give online at chapel.duke.edu/offering. Send checks to: Duke University Chapel, Box 
90974, Durham, NC 27708-0974. 

Guest Ensemble | Raleigh Youth Choir (RYC)—including the Mosaic, Capitals, Page, 
and Sibley Singers, performing today—educates youth in the art and joy of singing through 
quality instruction and performances. RYC has six choirs that serve all singers and experience 
levels from kindergarten through twelfth grade through weekly rehearsals in downtown 
Raleigh. At RYC, each young person is offered a unique experience. Instructors meet 
every singer exactly where they are and provide specialized instruction, mentorship, and 
encouragement. Every young person has a voice, and those voices are valued. RYC goes 
beyond learning vocal techniques and participating in public performances, instilling a  



love for music in the youth served while building a caring and compassionate community 
in which all can thrive. Singers of all ages learn invaluable life skills that set them up for 
success in their future endeavors—confidence, accountability, openness, and self-discipline. 

Rose Procession | Today’s Rose Procession is in honor of  Jiani “Thea” Yu, a second-
year graduate student in the Critical Asian and Middle Eastern Humanities program from 
California.

Advent Flowers | The f lowers for the worship service today and the Advent wreath are 
given to the glory of God and made possible by the Elizabeth Lucina Gotham Memorial 
Chapel Endowment, established by Dr. and Mrs. James H. Semans in loving memory of 
Elizabeth Gotham.

Liturgical Acknowledgments | Praise to God the Father Sing. Text: traditional Doxology. 
Music, nun komm der heiden heiland: attr. Johann Walter (1496–1570), Geistliche 
Gesangbüchlein (1524).

ENGAGE

University Prayer of Thanksgiving | Each week, we focus on a different campus 
unit, school, or department for whom to give thanks to God for their service and 
contributions to the wider university community and beyond. Today, we give 
thanks for the Departments of Linguistics, International Languages, Culture, 
and Comparative Studies.

Tour After the Service | Learn about the history, architecture, and life of Duke 
Chapel on a tour immediately following the service. The tour is free and lasts about 
forty-five minutes. Meet the docent outside in front of the Chapel.

Restrooms in Divinity School | Public restrooms are available in the Divinity 
School. To access them, exit the Chapel through the main front doors and enter the 
Divinity School. Restrooms are along the hallway in the Divinity School. 

Advent Lessons and Carols | Based on the formula made famous by the 
Christmas Lessons and Carols from King’s College, Cambridge, the Chapel’s Advent 
Lessons and Carols service follows a similar pattern of readings, choral anthems, 
and congregational hymns. The service will be held this Thursday, December 12, 
at 7:00 p.m. and will last about one hour.



ENGAGE

December Back Pew Collection and Service Project | The Congregation at 
Duke Chapel’s Mission and Outreach Committee is issuing a THANKFULNESS 
CHALLENGE. Our grant partner, The Religious Coalition for a Nonviolent 
Durham, works with Durham residents returning from prison. Our goal is to create 
Welcome Home Boxes for seven of our neighbors as they seek housing and work. 
We will decorate and assemble the boxes during the Fellowship event after worship 
today. Items may be brought to the back pew.

Advent Choral Evensong | Our service of Choral Evensong next Sunday, 
December 15, at 4:00 p.m. follows the liturgy of the Book of Common Prayer and 
features music from the English cathedral tradition, led by the Chapel’s Evensong 
Singers. This semester, Evensong features music by the Anglo-Irish composer 
Charles Villiers Stanford as we commemorate the 100th anniversary of his death. 
A prolific composer of symphonic, chamber, vocal, and choral music, Stanford’s 
sacred music has remained popular.

Dean Powery Featured in Advent Webinar | Chapel Dean Luke Powery will 
discuss “Indwelling of Hope” in a webinar hosted by the Washington National 
Cathedral on Tuesday, December 17, at 7:00 p.m. The series aims to unpack biblical 
and theological aspects of hope, explore responding with empathy, compassion, 
and prayer, and understand what hope feels like in our bodies. Register at no cost 
on the Cathedral’s website, cathedral.org.

Christmas Open House | See the Chapel fully decorated for Christmas with 
garlands, wreathes, poinsettias, and candles, and listen to festive music for the 
occasion. The Duke Chapel by Candlelight Christmas Open House will be this 
Wednesday, December 18, from 12-noon to 2:00 p.m. Drop-in visitors are welcome, 
and there is no cost to attend. 

Sacred Choral Clinic with Dr. Pearl Shangkuan | Dr. Pearl Shangkuan, 
National President-Elect of the American Choral Directors Association (ACDA), 
will lead a sacred choral clinic at Duke Chapel on Saturday, January 25, 2025, from 
9:00 a.m. to 12-noon. Church choir directors and singers are invited to register 
for this special event with Dr. Shangkuan, professor emerita of music at Calvin 
University in Grand Rapids, Michigan. Participants will sing with the Duke 
Chapel Choir and other choirs from around North Carolina and surrounding 



states, as Dr. Shangkuan teaches vocal techniques and introduces choral repertoire 
appropriate for the upcoming Lent and Easter seasons. Learn more and register at 
chapel.duke.edu/choralclinic.

Christmas Eve Services | The Chapel will hold the Christmas Eve services 
listed below on Tuesday, December 24. These services often fill up, so attendees 
are encouraged to arrive early. Free parking is available in the Bryan Center Parking 
Garage located at 125 Science Drive. 

•	 2:00 p.m., Children’s service with Christmas carols, a pageant, and scripture 
readings that tell the story of the birth of Jesus; the service lasts about thirty-
five minutes. 

•	 5:00 p.m., The Durham Children’s Choir sings and Dean Powery preaches 
the sermon; the Amalgam Brass ensemble and Chapel organists lead the 
congregation in singing Christmas carols. 

•	 8:00 p.m., A service with Holy Communion and Dean Powery preaching; the 
Bell Durham handbell ensemble plays, and the Amalgam Brass ensemble and 
Chapel organists lead the congregation in singing Christmas carols. 

•	 11:00 p.m., The traditional Service of Nine Lessons and Carols by candlelight 
with scripture readings, Christmas carols, and choral anthems; singers from 
the Duke Chapel Choir and Schola Cantorum, harpist Anita Burroughs-Price, 
and Chapel organists lead the music. 

Sunday Morning Classes | Sunday morning Christian Education classes 
are available for all ages from 9:45–10:45 a.m., with coffee and refreshments 
provided at 9:30 a.m. Classes meet in the lowest level of the Westbrook building. 
New participants are welcome at any time. Contact congregation@duke.edu for 
additional information.

Wee Praise: Music and movement for children ages 0–3 with parents or 
caregivers in 0011 Westbrook
Godly Play: Spiritual formation for children ages 4–1st grade in 0054 
Langford
Godly Play Advanced: Spiritual formation for children in 2nd–5th grades in 
0050 Langford
Youth Program: Youth will explore a survey of the Old Testament in 0015 
Westbrook
Adult Bible Study: Advent Lessons in 0012 and over Zoom

ENGAGE

mailto:congregation%40duke.edu?subject=


LET’S KEEP IN TOUCH

We would like to get to know you. What are your 
questions? What is your story? Take a moment to fill 
out a very brief form and a Chapel minister or other 
staff member will contact you soon. Scan the QR 
code or visit chapel.duke.edu/connect.

congregation.chapel.duke.edu
919-684-3917

The Congregation at Duke University 
Chapel joyfully welcomes all persons 
regardless of age, race, class, origin, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, or any other 
distinction and invites membership and 
participation in all of its ministries.

Please email congregation@duke.edu to 
receive the weekly eNews.

chapel.duke.edu
919-681-9488

401 Chapel Drive
Campus Box 90974
Durham, NC 27708

dukechapel@duke.edu

Connect with us

@DukeChapel
#FindSanctuary

ACCESSIBILITY 
 

Hearing assistance units, as well as large-print worship guides and hymnals, are 
available at the AV console in the rear of the Chapel. There, you can also find 
directions to download a listen-assist app on your phone.  Please let us know if 
you need other accommodations by approaching a minister or usher, or email us 
at dukechapel@duke.edu.
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