
BRIDGING FAITH &&  LEARNING

SERVICE OF WORSHIP
Twenty-Third Sunday After Pentecost

Sunday, November 16, 2025, 11:00 a.m.

Albrecht Dürer, Sun of Righteousness, ca. 1500.

This morning’s scripture readings all contain an apocalyptic element. The 
passage from Malachi says that a day is coming when evildoers will be made 
stubble, and the righteous will be healed. In the lesson from 2 Thessalonians, 
the apostle Paul exhorts the church at Thessalonica not to grow weary in doing 
what is right and to live in a way that is consistent with the Gospel. Luke’s 
Gospel narrates Jesus warning his followers of apocalyptic times marked by war, 
famine, earthquakes, and more. Jesus prepares his disciples for the persecution 
they will face for following in his way. He assures them that they will gain their 
souls by enduring these trials.



Gathering
Carillon

Prelude

Andantino� Denis Bédard

Greeting and Call to Worship

*Gathering Hymn | See hymn printed on insert.

Oh, Sing to the Lord� cantad al señor

*Prayer of Confession and Words of Assurance | In unison: 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry, and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways to the glory of 
your name. Amen.		

The minister speaks words of assurance.

*Peace | All exchange signs and words of God’s peace.

	Minister:		 The peace of Christ be with you.
	People:			  And also with you.

Proclamation
Prayer for Illumination | In unison:

Heavenly Lord, you long for the world’s salvation: may the power of your 
word stir us from apathy, restrain us from excess, and revive in us new 
hope that all creation will one day be healed in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen.

*All rise as able



Old Testament Lesson | OT page 839 in pew Bibles.

Malachi 4:1–2a

Lector:	 The word of the Lord.
People:	 Thanks be to God.

Psalmody

Psalm 98� Craig DeAlmeida

O sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things.
His right hand and his holy arm have gotten him victory.
The Lord has made known his victory;
	 he has revealed his vindication in the sight of the nations.
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness
	 to the house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.

Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth;
	 break forth into joyous song and sing praises.
Sing praises to the Lord with the lyre,
	 with the lyre and the sound of melody.
With trumpets and the sound of the horn
	 make a joyful noise before the King, the Lord.

Let the sea roar and all that fills it,
	 the world and those who live in it.
Let the floods clap their hands;
	 let the hills sing together for joy
at the presence of the Lord, for he is coming
	 to judge the earth.
He will judge the world with righteousness
	 and the peoples with equity.

� —NRSV
New Testament Lesson | NT page 195 in pew Bibles.

2 Thessalonians 3:6–15

Lector:	 The word of the Lord.
People:	 Thanks be to God.



*Gospel Lesson | NT page 80 in pew Bibles.

Luke 21:5–19�

Lector:		  The word of the Lord.
People:		  Thanks be to God.

Sermon

The Circles We Choose

Response
*Response Hymn | UMH 729

O Day of Peace That Dimly Shines� jerusalem

Call to Prayer

Minister:		 The Lord be with you.
People:			  And also with you.
Minister:		 Let us pray.

Prayers of the People | The congregation responds to each petition:

People:			  Hear our prayer.

Offertory Anthem

We Sing of God, the Mighty Source� Gary Davison

We sing of God, the mighty source
of all things; the stupendous force
on which all strength depends;
from whose right arm, beneath whose eyes,
all period, power, and enterprise
commences, reigns, and ends.



Tell them I AM, the Lord God said,
to Moses while on earth in dread
and smitten to the heart,
at once, above, beneath, around,
all nature without voice or sound
replied: O Lord, thou art.

Glorious the sun in mid career;
glorious the assembled fires appear;
glorious the comet’s train:
glorious the trumpet and alarm;
glorious the almighty stretched-out arm;
glorious the enraptured main:

Glorious, most glorious, is the crown
of him that brought salvation down
by meekness, Mary’s son;
seers that stupendous truth believed,
and now the matchless deed’s achieved,
determined, dared, and done.

� —Christopher Smart (1722–1771)

*Doxology� lasst uns erfreuen

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below; Alleluia, Alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Alleluia, Alleluia,
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

Thanksgiving and Holy Communion
*The Great Thanksgiving | Musical setting A, found on page 17 in the hymnal.

*The Lord’s Prayer | All are encouraged to pray the Lord’s Prayer in the language 
of their choosing. The English text can be found at 895 in the pew hymnal.



Sharing of the Bread and Wine | All who love Christ, earnestly repent of their 
sins, and seek to be at peace with God and neighbor are invited to receive 
Communion. Bread and wine are used for Communion. After a server places 
bread in your hands, you may receive wine by dipping your bread into the 
chalice. If you desire gluten-free bread or grape juice, these are available from 
servers at the front near Memorial Chapel and near the back opposite the 
attendant’s desk. If you will not receive Communion, you are welcome to come 
forward to receive a blessing, indicated by crossing your arms over your chest.

Communion Anthem

God is Seen� Alice Parker 
� (1925–2023) 
			 

Through all the world below God is seen all around,
search hills and valleys through, there he’s found.
The growing of the corn, the lily and the thorn,
the pleasant and forlorn, all declare, God is there.
In meadows dressed in green, God is seen.

See springing waters rise, fountains flow, rivers run.
The mist that veils the sky hides the sun.
Then down the rain doth pour, the ocean it doth roar
and beat upon the shore, and all praise, in their ways,
the God who ne’er declines his designs.

The sun with all his rays speaks of God as he flies.
The comet in her blaze, “God,” she cries.
The shining of the stars, the moon, when she appears,
his awful name declares; see them fly, through the sky,
and join the solemn sound all around.

� —anonymous
Communion Hymn | UMH 719

My Lord, What a Morning� burleigh

*Post-Communion Prayer



Sending Forth
*Benediction

*Sending Hymn | UMH 724

On Jordan’s Stormy Banks I Stand� promised land

Postlude

Carillon� Herbert Murrill
� (1909–1952)

Carillon



TODAY IN WORSHIP

Presiding Ministers
Ryan Wilson������������������������������������������������������������Senior Pastor, Congregation at Duke Chapel
Meg Greto����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Chapel Scholar; Divinity ’26

Preacher
Luke A. Powery�����������������������������������������������������������������������������Dean, Duke University Chapel

Lectors
Christian Ellis��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Chapel Scholar; Trinity ’26
Fitz Cadette����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Chapel Scholar; Trinity ’28

Musicians
Duke Chapel Choir�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Choir
Zebulon Highben����������������������������������������� Director of Chapel Music, Duke University Chapel
Chad Fothergill����������������������������������������������������������� Chapel Organist, Duke University Chapel
David Lim�����������������������������������������������������������������������Organ Scholar, Duke University Chapel 
Mitchell Eithun �������������������������������������������������� Chapel Carillonneur, Duke University Chapel
David Faircloth���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Soloist
Gwen Hyland ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������ Soloist
Monica Szabo-Nyeste����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Soloist

Head Ushers
Ken Arneson������������������������������������������������������������������� Member, Congregation at Duke Chapel
Pete Acker ����������������������������������������������������������������������� Member, Congregation at Duke Chapel

Today’s Offering | All of today’s cash offerings and checks written to Duke University 
Chapel will be used to support the Chapel’s student engagement programming.  
You are invited to give online at chapel.duke.edu/offering. You may also give directly to the 
Congregation at Duke University Chapel by check written to the Congregation at Duke 
University Chapel or online at congregation.chapel.duke.edu and access the giving link. 
Send checks to: Duke University Chapel, Box 90974, Durham, NC 27708-0974.

Today’s Flowers | The flowers for the worship service today are given to the glory of God 
by the Nancy Hanks Chapel Endowment.

Liturgical Acknowledgments | Prayer for Illumination. Adapted from Common Worship: 
Collects and Post Communions, © 2000, The Archbishops’ Council, Church House Publishing.



GATHERING HYMN | Oh, Sing to the Lord
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Text: Brazilian folk song; transl. Gerhard M. Cartford (1923–2016)
Music: Brazilian folk tune

Translation © Gerhard M. Cartford, admin. Augsburg Fortress
Printed by permission under OneLicense.net # A-725399

Cantad al Señor
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congregation.chapel.duke.educongregation.chapel.duke.edu
919-684-3917

congregation@duke.educongregation@duke.edu

ACCESSIBILITY 
 
Hearing assistance technology, as well as large-print worship guides and 
hymnals, is available at the AV console in the rear of the Chapel. For other 
accommodations, please approach a minister or usher.

401 Chapel Drive, Campus Box 90974, Durham, NC 27708

LEARN MORE AND ENGAGE

Scan the QR codes to learn more about the missions and ministries of Duke 
Chapel and the Congregation at Duke University Chapel. Also, read this week’s 
announcements, see upcoming events, and find out how to engage with the 
Chapel and the Congregation.

chapel.duke.educhapel.duke.edu
919-681-9488

dukechapel@duke.edudukechapel@duke.edu

RESTROOMS

For public restrooms, exit the Chapel through the main front doors and turn left 
to enter the Divinity School. Restrooms are along the Divinity School hallway.

TOURS

Meet a docent outside in front of the Chapel immediately following the service 
for a free, forty-five minute tour of Duke Chapel’s history, architecture, and life.


