
BRIDGING FAITH &&  LEARNING

SERVICE OF WORSHIP 
Twentienth Sunday After Pentecost

Sunday, October 26, 2025, 11:00 a.m.

Frank Wesley, The Publican and the Pharisee, 20th c.

This morning’s Scripture readings tell of God’s faithfulness and how we should 
pray. The prophet Jeremiah appeals to God’s faithfulness to God’s people, 
despite their unfaithfulness. As the apostle Paul nears the end of his life, he 
urges Timothy to persevere and trust in God’s protection. In Luke’s Gospel, 
Jesus tells the parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector. While the Pharisee 
publicly exalts himself for his apparently righteous deeds, the tax collector 
humbly pleads for mercy from God for his sins. Jesus commends this humble 
prayer, teaching that all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but all who 
humble themselves will be exalted.



Gathering
Carillon

Prelude

Suite Médiévale � Jean Langlais 
en forme de Messe Basse� (1907–1991)
			  I. Prelude
			  II. Tiento
			  III. Improvisation
			  IV. Meditation

Greeting and Call to Worship

*Gathering Hymn | UMH 479

Jesus, Lover of My Soul� aberystwyth

*Prayer of Confession and Words of Assurance | The minister offers words of 
confession in three biddings to which the congregation responds as follows: 

Minister:		 Lord, have mercy.
People: 			 Lord, have mercy.	

Minister:		 Christ, have mercy.
People: 			 Christ, have mercy.	

Minister:		 Lord, have mercy.
People: 			 Lord, have mercy.	

The minister speaks words of assurance.

*Peace | All exchange signs and words of God’s peace.

	Minister:		 The peace of Christ be with you.
	People:			  And also with you.

*All rise as able



Proclamation
Prayer for Illumination | In unison:

Almighy and everlasting God: may the inspiration of your word and the 
power of your Holy Spirit increase in us the spirit of humility. May we 
lay aside our egos that we may hear your word unburdened by selfish 
ambition and vain conceit; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Old Testament Lesson | OT page 673 in pew Bibles.

Jeremiah 14:7–10, 19–22

Lector:	 The word of the Lord.
People:	 Thanks be to God.

Psalmody

How Beautiful and Lovely� Heinrich Schütz 
� (1585–1672)
�

How beautiful and lovely your dwelling place, O Lord!
My soul grows faint with longing for joys your courts afford.
My flesh and spirit sing out, and prayer and praises ring out,
the living God adored.

The sparrow has discovered a place to rest her wings,
the swallow has uncovered a home for her younglings.
So, too, my heart is resting, within your altars nesting,
O God, my blessed King.

Lord God, our sun and shield, send us your love and grace.
Your gentle heart shall yield all good things now by faith.
Your goodness, all-supplying, to those on your relying,
in this and every place.

� —Psalm 84, para. Cornelius Becker (1561–1604); 
� trans. Zebulon Highben



New Testament Lesson | NT page 201 in pew Bibles.

2 Timothy 4:6–8, 16–18

Lector:	 The word of the Lord.
People:	 Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Lesson | NT page 76 in pew Bibles.

Luke 18:9–14�

Lector:		  The word of the Lord.
People:		  Thanks be to God.

Sermon

Where Do You Stand?

Response
*Response Hymn | See hymn printed on the insert.

Lord, Teach Us How to Pray Aright� song 67

*Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth:

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried: he descended into hell; the third day 
he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come  
to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen.



Chapel Scholars Commissioning

Call to Prayer

Minister:		 The Lord be with you.
People:			  And also with you.
Minister:		 Let us pray.

Prayers of the People | The congregation responds to each petition:

People:			  Hear our prayer.

Offertory Anthem

O How Amiable� Ralph Vaughan Williams 
� (1872–1958) 

O how amiable are thy dwellings, thou Lord of hosts!
My soul hath a desire and longing
to enter into the courts of the Lord.
My heart and my flesh rejoice in the living God.
Yea, the sparrow hath found her a house
and the swallow a nest where she may lay her young:
even thy altars, O Lord of hosts, my King, and my God.
Blessed are they that dwell in thy house.
They will be alway praising thee.

The glorious majesty of the Lord our God be upon us;
prosper thou the work of our hands upon us.
O prosper thou our handiwork.

O God, our help in ages past, our hope for years to come,
our shelter from the stormy blast, and our eternal home.
�  
� —Psalm 84:1–4, Psalm 90:17, 
� and Isaac Watts (1674–1748)



*Doxology� lasst uns erfreuen

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below; Alleluia, Alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Alleluia, Alleluia,
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

Thanksgiving
*Prayer of Thanksgiving

*The Lord’s Prayer | All are encouraged to pray the Lord’s Prayer in the language 
of their choosing. The text is found on page 895 at the end of the hymnal.

Sending Forth
*Choral Benediction

The Lord Bless You and Keep You� Edwin R. Taylor 

The Lord bless you and keep you;
the Lord make his face to shine upon you
and be gracious unto you;
the Lord lift his countenance upon you
and give you peace. Amen. 
� —Numbers 6:24–26

*Benediction

*Sending Hymn | UMH 117

O God, Our Help in Ages Past� st. anne

Postlude

Suite Médiévale � Jean Langlais 
en forme de Messe Basse�
			  V. Acclamations

Carillon



TODAY IN WORSHIP

Presiding Ministers
Bruce Puckett����������������������������������������������������������������Assistant Dean, Duke University Chapel
Keagan Bouman������������������������������Intern for Worship and Student Engagement; Divinity ’26

Preacher
Luke A. Powery�����������������������������������������������������������������������������Dean, Duke University Chapel

Lectors
Maria Jiao ����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Chapel Scholar; Pratt ’28
Elena De La Paz��������������������������������������������������������������������������������  Chapel Scholar; Divinity ’28

Musicians
Duke Chapel Choir�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Choir
Zebulon Highben����������������������������������������� Director of Chapel Music, Duke University Chapel
Bob Brewer �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Guest Organist
David Lim�����������������������������������������������������������������������Organ Scholar, Duke University Chapel
Mitchell Eithun �������������������������������������������������� Chapel Carillonneur, Duke University Chapel

Head Ushers
Ken Arneson������������������������������������������������������������������� Member, Congregation at Duke Chapel
Pete Acker ����������������������������������������������������������������������� Member, Congregation at Duke Chapel

Today’s Offering | All of today’s cash offerings and checks written to Duke University 
Chapel will support human service organizations in the greater Durham area. You are invited 
to give online at chapel.duke.edu/offering. You may also give directly to the Congregation 
at Duke University Chapel by check written to the Congregation at Duke University Chapel 
or online at congregation.chapel.duke.edu and access the giving link. Send checks to: Duke 
University Chapel, Box 90974, Durham, NC 27708-0974.

Today’s Flowers | The flowers for the worship service today are given to the glory of God 
by the Elizabeth Lucina Gotham Memorial Chapel Endowment.

Memorial Chapel Communion | Immediately following the postlude, a brief 
communion service will be held in Memorial Chapel; worship guides for the 
service are available near the entrance. Following communion, the minister 
will be available to offer prayers and anointing.



RESPONSE HYMN | Lord, Teach Us How to Pray Aright
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Text: James Montgomery (1771–1854), alt.
Music: Orlando Gibbons (1583–1625)

Song 67
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congregation.chapel.duke.educongregation.chapel.duke.edu
919-684-3917

congregation@duke.educongregation@duke.edu

ACCESSIBILITY 
 
Hearing assistance technology, as well as large-print worship guides and 
hymnals, is available at the AV console in the rear of the Chapel. For other 
accommodations, please approach a minister or usher.

401 Chapel Drive, Campus Box 90974, Durham, NC 27708

LEARN MORE AND ENGAGE

Scan the QR codes to learn more about the missions and ministries of Duke 
Chapel and the Congregation at Duke University Chapel. Also, read this week’s 
announcements, see upcoming events, and find out how to engage with the 
Chapel and the Congregation.

chapel.duke.educhapel.duke.edu
919-681-9488

dukechapel@duke.edudukechapel@duke.edu

RESTROOMS

For public restrooms, exit the Chapel through the main front doors and turn left 
to enter the Divinity School. Restrooms are along the Divinity School hallway.

TOURS

Meet a docent outside in front of the Chapel immediately following the service 
for a free, forty-five minute tour of Duke Chapel’s history, architecture, and life.


