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Choral Vespers
October 23, 2014

Five-fifteen in the evening

GATHERING

Organ Prelude

*Choral Introit  Felix Mendelssohn 
  (1809–1847)

Ehre sei dem Vater und dem Sohn und dem Heiligen Geist, wie im 
Anfang, so auch jetzt und alle Zeit, und in Ewigkeit. Amen.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy 
Spirit. As it was in the beginning, is now and evermore. 
Amen.

*Processional Hymn 60
I’ll Praise My Maker While I’ve Breath OLD 113TH

*Opening Sentence
Leader:  Light and peace in Jesus Christ our Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

*Collect for Light
Almighty God, we give you thanks for surrounding us, 
as daylight fades, with the brightness of your vesper 
light; and we implore you of your great mercy, that as 
you enfold us with the radiance of this light, so you 
would shine into our hearts the brightness of your 
Holy Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

First Lesson—Ecclesiasticus 10:1–18 
Leader: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Anthem  
Zum Abendsegen (An Evening Blessing)  Mendelssohn 

Herr, sei gnädig unserm Fleh’n,
und erfülle uns mit deinem Geist.
Herr, sei gnädig unserm Fleh’n,
und schreib in unser Herz dein Gebot.
Herr, erhör uns und schreib in unser Herz dein heilig Gebot.
Herr, erhör uns!
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Lord, be gracious to our supplications, 
And fill us with your Spirit, 
Lord, be gracious to our supplications, 
And write on our hearts thy law. 
Lord, hear us and write on our hearts your holy law. 
Lord, hear us!

New Testament Lesson—1 John 1:1–10 (NT page 224)
Leader: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Anthem
Verleih uns frieden   Mendelssohn

Verleih uns Frieden gnädiglich, 
Herr Gott, zu unsern Zeiten. 
Es ist doch ja kein andrer nicht, 
der für uns könnte streiten, 
denn du, unser Gott, alleine.

  —Martin Luther’s translation (published in 1528) 
  7th century prayer for peace, Da pacem Domine

*Gospel Lesson—Luke 10:25–37 (NT page 67)
Leader: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

*Responses/Suffrages on PASSION CHORALE

(The congregation remains standing and sings the responses)

Prayers  
(The congregation responds to each petition: “Hear our prayer.”)   

The Lord’s Prayer 

SENDING FORTH

*Recessional Hymn 679
O Splendor of God’s Glory Bright WAREHAM

*Benediction

*Choral Blessing 
Deo dicamus gratias Gottfried Homilius
  (1714–1785)

Deo dicamus gratias!

Lord, we thank you!

Postlude

*Please stand as you are able.

Mercifully grant us peace, 
Lord God, during our time on earth. 
There is indeed no other 
Who could fight for us
than you, our God, alone. 
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Suffrages on PASSION CHORALE
with harmonizations from Matthäus Passion, BWV 244

Johann Sebastian Bach 


