
James Buchanan Duke liked to say that if he amounted to anything, he owed it to his father and the Methodist 
Church. His father, Washington Duke, was a devout Methodist who was influenced by the circuit riding 
ministers who visited in his home and preached and taught throughout rural North Carolina. Once Washington 
had the means to do so, he began giving to Trinity College in Randolph County because it trained ministers 
and teachers for the Methodist Church. In 1892, he helped the small college relocate to Durham and thereby 
expand its possibilities. In addition to his gifts to Trinity, Washington gave to causes supported by the Methodist 
Church, including orphanages. 

Benjamin Newton Duke, James’ older brother, continued the family’s philanthropy and was particularly 
generous to Trinity and numerous Methodist causes. It was Benjamin who recognized that his brother could 
make a transformational gift to the school and the church. 
 
Formed by his father and the Methodist Church and influenced by his brother, James Buchanan Duke penned 
the Indenture of Trust on December 11, 1924. In so doing, he created both The Duke Endowment and 
Duke University, while also investing in the United Methodist Church. His gift was, as his brother predicted, 
transformational. That gift continues to support the university and the church in profound ways. 

On this Founders’ Sunday, we gather to worship God and give thanks for James Buchanan Duke’s, and the 
Duke family’s, vision and enduring contributions to the Carolinas, the university, and United Methodism as 
well as the wider church. The result of a collaboration among The Duke Endowment, Duke Divinity School, 
and Duke Chapel, today’s service continues a long—and living—tradition of interdenominational Christian 
worship services stretching back to Duke Chapel’s construction in the 1930s. Prayers and music from some of 
the earliest Chapel worship services combine with the rich cultural expressions of the Gospel present today on 
Duke’s campus. We gather this morning to celebrate, as our introit names it, this “great day.”

Service of Worship
Centennial Founders’ Sunday

Sunday, September 29, 2024, 11:00 a.m.
Duke University Chapel



Order of Service

At the sign of the asterisk (*) please rise as you are able.

Gathering

Carillon

Prelude

O Gott, du frommer Gott (O God, Thou Faithful God)� Johannes Brahms
� (1833–1897)

Introit

Great Day� Moses Hogan 
� (1957–2003)

Great day, the righteous marching,
marching up Zion’s wall.

Chariot moved on the mountain top, brother,
God’s gonna build up Zion’s wall.
My God spoke and the chariot stopped, sister,
God’s gonna build up Zion’s wall.
This is the year of Jubilee, brother,
God’s gonna build up Zion’s wall.
My God set his people free, sister,
God’s gonna build up Zion’s wall.

Great day, the righteous marching,
marching up Zion’s wall.

Great day, that morning, great day, come marching.
Great day, my brother, great day, my sister.
God’s gonna build up Zion’s wall.

� —Black spiritual

Greeting and Call to Worship



*Gathering Hymn | During the singing of the hymn, Duke Divinity School faculty and staff, Religious Life 
leaders, university administrators, and service participants process into the Chapel.

How Firm a Foundation � foundation
� arr. Emma Lou Diemer
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Foundation

11 11 11 11
Text: Anonymous, in Rippon’s A Selection of Hymns (1767)
Music: Traditional American melody, arr. Emma Lou Diemer (1927–2024)

Setting commissioned for the 50th anniversary of Duke University Chapel, October 19, 1980
Setting © 1981 Hinshaw Music, Inc.
Printed by permission under OneLicense.net # A-725399

All
Treble voices
Lower voices

Choir
All

Duke Family Remarks



Litany of Commemoration and Thanksgiving

Leader:		 Almighty and eternal God, in whom our mothers and fathers have trusted, 
				    we their children offer unto you our Litany of Commemoration and Thanksgiving.
People:		 Hear us, we pray, O Lord. 
 
Leader:		 For the members of the Duke family—parents, children, grandchildren, and all others 				  
				    in continuing generations until this very day—who with concern and compassion, 
				    devotion and dedication, built on a solid foundation a worthy institution, and provided 
				    for its research, education, and service beyond even their dreams and expectations. 
People:		 We give you thanks and praise. 
 
Leader:		 For the pioneering and persevering men and women connected with this university, 
				    Methodists and Quakers, farmers and merchants, teachers and administrators, 
				    who in days gone by believed in education and made their beliefs prevail. 
People:		 We give you thanks and praise. 
 
Leader:		 For the embodiment of their dreams—from private school to academy to college 
				    to great	 university—founded in hope, continued with sacrifice, growing in outreach, and
				    serving with commitment. 
People:		 We give you thanks and praise. 
 
Leader:		 For faculty and staff whose vision was bolstered by their courage, whose patience was tested 
				    and found true, and whose idealism was implanted in the hearts and minds of others. 
People:		 We give you thanks and praise. 
 
Leader:		 For the ongoing presence of noble ideas, the blending of Eruditio et Religio, the freedom 
				    to conduct responsible academic research and teach ongoing respect for both the body 
				    and the spirit, the pursuit of knowledge in the sciences and the humanities, the realization 
				    that the old order changes and new times bring new opportunities. 
People:		 We give you thanks and praise. 
  
Leader:		 For the future of Duke University, established for your glory and for the enlightenment 
				    of the human mind and spirit. For consecration to learning by the young, for the best use 
				    of the wisdom of those in latter years, and for the commitment to growth and enhancement 
				    of all persons, for a sense of humor, a spirit of cooperation, and a desire for understanding 
				    among all within our community and the world. 
People:		 Hear us, we pray, O Lord. 

Leader:		 Gracious God, source of light to all, wisdom to the world, we praise your name for the
				    inspiration, the blessings, and the continued sustenance you have shown to Duke University. 
				    Give us the grace in our day to be good stewards of this inheritance, faithful to the purposes 
				    of our founders, and faithful to your gracious claim upon our lives.
People:		 Amen. 



*Prayer of Confession and Words of Assurance | In unison:

Merciful God, we confess that we have not loved you with our whole heart. We have failed to 
be an obedient church. We have not done your will. We have broken your law. We have rebelled 
against your love. We have not heard the cry of the needy.

We confess that nostalgia for the past prevents us from seeing the present with faithfulness and 
courage. We acknowledge the abundance you have placed in our hands and the posture of scarcity 
by which we have understood these gifts.

Forgive us, we pray. Free us for joyful obedience through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Minister: 	Hear the good news. Christ died for us while we were yet sinners. 
				    That proves God’s love toward us. In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 
People: 	 In the name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. 
All: 			  Glory to God. Amen.

*Peace | All exchange signs and words of God’s peace.

Minister: 	The peace of Christ be with you.
People: 	 And also with you.

Proclamation

Prayer for Illumination | In unison:

Lord of all time and all people, whose steadfast love has sustained us from generation to 
generation: send your Holy Spirit to open our hearts and to illuminate your word; through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Old Testament Lesson � Ezekiel 37:1–14

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit of the Lord and set me 
down in the middle of a valley; it was full of bones. He led me all around them; there were very many 
lying in the valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, “Mortal, can these bones live?” I answered, 

“O Lord God, you know.” 

Then he said to me, “Prophesy to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the Lord. 
Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. I will lay 
sinews on you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, 
and you shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.”
 



So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied, suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, 
and the bones came together, bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh 
had come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in them. Then he said to 
me, “Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal, and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come 
from the four winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.” I prophesied as he 
commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude. 

Then he said to me, “Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They say, ‘Our bones are dried 
up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off completely.’ Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says 
the Lord God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people; and 
I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your 
graves, and bring you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you, and you shall 
live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will 
act,” says the Lord.	

Lector:		 The word of the Lord.
People:		 Thanks be to God.

Anthem

Dry Bones � Jeremy Nabors 
	 	

Dry bones, them dry bones.
God woke up them dry bones.

God said, “Prophesy to them dry bones.”
“Now, rise up bones, and come to life!”
God said, “Prophesy to them dry bones.”

“Now, call on f lesh to cover them bones.”
But no breath came.

Speak, Prophet!
“Hear the word of the Lord and know that I am God.
Now come breath of the four winds  
and bring them dry bones to life!”

And then the Lord gave breath to them dry bones.
“Now, rise up bones, and return home!”
Israel, rise up! Come home!

Hear the Lord’s word, prophesy, 
the Lord God gave breath to them dry bones!

� —adapt. from Ezekiel 37



New Testament Lesson� Acts 2:1–12

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. And suddenly from heaven 
there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 
Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them 
were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. 
Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in Jerusalem. And at this sound 
the crowd gathered and was bewildered, because each one heard them speaking in the native language 
of each. Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking Galileans? And how 
is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of 
Mesopotamia, Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the parts of 
Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in 
our own languages we hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” All were amazed and perplexed, 
saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 

Lector:		 The word of the Lord.
People:		 Thanks be to God.

Anthem

Famba Naye						�      Victor C. Johnson 

Famba naye nai baba.
Mune rudu nai baba. 
Taremerwa nai baba.

Walk with us, O Father. 
We are grateful, O Father.
You are full of love, O Father.

� —Zimbabwean folk song

*Gospel Lesson� John 20:19–23

When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples 
had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 
you.” After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they 
saw the Lord. Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 
When he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. If you forgive 
the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

Lector:		 The word of the Lord.
People:		 Thanks be to God.

Sermon

Et Spiritus



Response

*Response Hymn

Like the Murmur of the Dove’s Song � bridegroom
� arr. Chad Fothergill

&
b

œ œ

Like
To
With

1. 
2. 
3. 

the
the
the

œ œ œ œ

mur
mem
heal

mur
bers
ing

of
of
of

the
Christ’s

di

œ

œ

dove’s
bod

vi

song,
y,

sion,

œ œ

like
to

with

the
the
the

œ œ œ œ

chal
branch
cease

lenge
es

less

of
of

voice

her
the
of

- -
- - -
- - - -

&
b
˙

flight,
vine,
prayer,

œ œ

like
to

with

the
the
the

œ œ œ œ

vig
church
pow’r

or
in
to

of
faith
love

the
as

and

œ

œ

wind’s
sem
wit

rush,
bled,
ness,

œ œ#

like
to

with

the
our
the

-
- -

-

&
b
œ œ œ œ

new
midst
peace

flame’s
as
be

ea
gift

yond

ger
and
com

˙

might:
sign:
pare:

œ

come,
come,
come,

œ

œ œ

Ho
Ho
Ho

ly
ly
ly

.œ

j

œ œ

Spir
Spir
Spir

it,
it,
it,

˙

come.
come.
come.

- - -
- -

- - - -

Bridegroom

8 7 8 7 6
Text: Carl P. Daw, Jr.
Music: Peter Cutts (1937–2024)

Text © 1982 Hope Publishing Company
Music © 1969 Hope Publishing Company
Printed by permission under OneLicense.net # A-725399

Call to Prayer & Prayers of the People

Leader:		 The Lord be with you. 
People:		 And also with you.
Leader:		 Let us pray.

Prayed in Mandarin.

Loving Father, you have been at work creating and recreating from the beginning. You gathered dust 
of earth in your hand and breathed your life to create human beings. Breathe on us the same breath by 
which you restored life to hopeless people and animated their visions and dreams anew. In your presence, 
we celebrate dreams that have come to life and lament those that died too soon. Be with all whose pasts 
seem to have foreclosed their futures. Remind us again of your faithfulness when our best efforts come 
up short and our success surpasses our best work. As we celebrate Duke University’s centennial, we are 
humbled by your mercy and give you thanks for your grace that has brought us to this day.

Leader:		 Lord, in your mercy,
People: 	 Hear our prayer.



Prayed in Hindi.

Lord Jesus, your name is above every other name, yet for us and our salvation you emptied yourself, 
came among us as a servant, and gave your life. Draw near to all who daily give themselves in service to 
this university. We lift especially to your care those who serve among us as housekeepers, custodial staff, 
maintenance and grounds workers, and food service employees. Inspire all who lead on this campus—
faculty and staff, administrators and trustees—that they might have the same mind as you, seeking not 
their own glory but the good of others. Inspire students to be ambitious in our pursuit of truth and 
justice, even when it is costly. For all of us connected to this university, let not our innovation outpace 
our imitation of you, especially in our love for our neighbors.

Leader:		 Lord, in your mercy,
People: 	 Hear our prayer.

Prayed in Spanish.

Life-giving Spirit, you come as a mighty rushing wind, exceeding our limited imaginations and 
encouraging us to be a community of inclusion and embrace. Bless all who are excluded because of the 
color of their skin or the country on their passport, because of the size of their bank account or their 
housing status, because of who they are or who they love. Unite your church with the marginalized 
and the misunderstood, with the downtrodden and the dispirited, with the passed over and the poor. 
May your holy fire rest on your people at Duke, in Durham, and throughout the world. With tongues 
ablaze, embolden us to speak a new language of your abundant welcome and generous hospitality for all.

Leader:		 Lord, in your mercy,
People: 	 Hear our prayer.

Prayed in Korean.

Holy Trinity, you are the first and the last, the Alpha and Omega, and we worship you. We stand in 
awe of your deeds of power, constantly amazed by your grace. As a global university, you’ve entrusted 
this institution with international influence. Use Duke Chapel for your mission in the world and as a 
beacon of your unconditional love. Teach us to bridge the differences that devastate our communities 
near and far. Give us wisdom to learn from those who’ve earned advanced degrees in classrooms and 
those who’ve earned them in the streets. Through these and other teachers, equip us to be people of 
peace, justice, and joy in the world. As the challenges of the future come, replace fears that arise with a 
deep trust in your abiding presence that has no end.

Leader:		 Lord, in your mercy,
People: 	 Hear our prayer.

Leader:		 All these things and whatever else you see that we need, we ask you to grant us, God of love, 
				    through Jesus Christ our Lord.
People:		 Amen.



Offertory Music

I Want Jesus to Walk with Me � Patrice Turner
	

I want Jesus to walk with me. 
I want Jesus to walk with me. 
While I’m on this pilgrim journey, Lord, 
I want Jesus to walk with me. 
  
Be my shelter, be my guide.  
Lord, be my shelter, be my guide. 
While I’m on this pilgrim journey, Lord, 
Be my shelter, be my guide 
  
I want Jesus to walk with me. 
I want Jesus to walk with me. 
While I’m on this pilgrim journey, Lord, 
I want Jesus to walk with me. 

 � —Black spiritual 

*Doxology � lasst uns erfreuen

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below; Alleluia, Alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Alleluia, Alleluia,
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

Thanksgiving

*Prayer of Thanksgiving

*The Lord’s Prayer | All are encouraged to pray the Lord’s Prayer in the language of their choosing.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.



Sending Forth

*Choral Benediction

The Spirit of the Lord� Zebulon M. Highben

May the Spirit of the Lord rest upon you,   
the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,   
the Spirit of counsel and might,   
the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.   
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel,   
who alone has done wondrous things.   

� —adapt. from Isaiah 11:2 and Psalm 72:18

*Benediction

*Sending Hymn | See hymn on following page. 

The Church’s One Foundation � aurelia
� arr. Jeremy Bankson

Postlude

Prelude and Fugue in E Minor, BWV 533� Johann Sebastian Bach 
� (1685–1750)

Carillon
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Aurelia

7 6 7 6 D
Text: Samuel J. Stone (1839–1900)
Music: Samuel S. Wesley (1810–1876); arr. Jeremy J. Bankson

Setting © 2004 MorningStar Music Publishers
Printed by permission under OneLicense.net # A-725399

Sending Hymn | Stanza 3 may be sung by all in harmony.
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Located in Charlotte, N.C., The Duke Endowment seeks to fulfill 
the visionary genius and innovative legacy of James Buchanan 
Duke, one of the great industrialists and philanthropists of the 
twentieth century. Mr. Duke established The Duke Endowment 
in 1924 with $40 million. In 1925, it was expanded with an 
additional $67 million from his estate. Adjusted for present value, 
Mr. Duke’s total gifts would amount to almost $1.9 billion today. 
Governed by a Board of Trustees and guided by the philanthropic 
mandate in Mr. Duke’s original Indenture of Trust, The Duke 
Endowment seeks to nurture children, promote health, educate 
minds, and uplift spirits in North Carolina and South Carolina.

Duke University Divinity School was established in 1926 as the 
first professional school to open its doors after the expansion 
of Trinity College into Duke University in 1924, as directed 
by James B. Duke in his Indenture of Trust. The roots of the 
Divinity School, however, extend to the founding of Duke’s 
predecessor institution in 1838, because of its strong commitment 
to education for the church’s ministry and its relationship to 
the Methodist Church. The Divinity School is one of thirteen 
graduate professional schools of theology of the United Methodist 
Church and is supported generously by the church’s Ministerial 
Education Fund. There are now more than 7,500 graduates of 
the Divinity School in all avenues of Christian ministry around 
the world.

Duke University Chapel is the “great towering church” that James 
B. Duke envisioned and has become a widely recognized symbol 
of the university. As such, it offers a magnificent gathering space 
for significant events in the life of the university and its members. 
In addition to being an icon of the university, it is a vibrant center 
of ecumenical Christian worship and the moderator of Religious 
Life at Duke. With a mission of “bridging faith and learning,” the 
Chapel serves the Duke community and beyond through student 
engagement, Christian worship, sacred music and the arts, and 
community engagement. 


