
BRIDGING FAITH &&  LEARNING

SERVICE OF WORSHIP
Tenth Sunday After Pentecost

Sunday, August 17, 2025, 11:00 a.m.

Frederick Richard Pickersgill, Rahab and the Spies, ca. 1865–1881.

Today’s Old Testament reading comes from Jeremiah. In this narrative, 
Jeremiah is speaking prophetically for God by lamenting the prophets who 
lie in God’s name. The reading from Hebrews continues last week’s emphasis 
on faith while recounting the faith of the Hebrew people in stories from the 
Old Testament. The Gospel lesson uses strong language and imagery to depict 
Jesus’s mission; in this passage, Jesus says he has come to bring fire and division 
upon the earth.



*All rise as able

Gathering
Prelude

Improvisation

Greeting and Call to Worship

*Gathering Hymn | UMH 519

How Firm a Foundation� foundation

*Prayer of Confession and Words of Assurance | In unison: 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry, and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways to the glory of 
your name. Amen.		

The minister speaks words of assurance.

*Peace | All exchange signs and words of God’s peace.

	Minister:		 The peace of Christ be with you.
	People:			  And also with you.

Proclamation
Prayer for Illumination | In unison:

God of the prophets, may we remember the words you have spoken to 
your people, and may we be attuned to where the Holy Spirit is calling us 
to be your prophetic witness in this moment; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.



Old Testament Lesson | OT pages 682–683 in pew Bibles.

Jeremiah 23:23–29

Lector:	 The word of the Lord.
People:	 Thanks be to God.

Response

“But who may abide” (Messiah, HWV 56)� George Frideric Handel
� (1685–1759)

But who may abide the day of his coming,
and who shall stand when he appeareth?
For he is like a refiner’s fire.

� —Malachi 3:2, adapt. Charles Jennens (1700–1773)

New Testament Lesson | NT pages 212–213 in pew Bibles.

Hebrews 11:29–12:2

Lector:	 The word of the Lord.
People:	 Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Lesson | NT page 71 in pew Bibles.

Luke 12:49–56�

Lector:		  The word of the Lord.
People:		  Thanks be to God.

Sermon

A Great Cloud of Witnesses

Response
*Response Hymn | UMH 539

O Spirit of the Living God� forest green



Call to Prayer

Minister:		 The Lord be with you.
People:			  And also with you.
Minister:		 Let us pray.

Prayers of the People | The congregation responds to each petition:

People:			  Hear our prayer.

Offertory Anthem

Resurrection Symphony� Gustav Mahler 
			  IV. “Urlicht” (“Primordial Light”)� (1860–1911)
�

Oh little red rose!
Humanity lies in greatest need!
Humanity lies in greatest pain!
I would much rather be in heaven!

Then I came onto a broad path;
an angel came and wanted to turn me away.
But no! I would not be turned away!
I am from God and intend to return to God!
The dear God will give a little light,
will light me to eternal, blessed life!

� —Des Knaben Wunderhorn: Alte deutsche Lieder 
� (The Boy’s Magic Horn: Old German Songs)

*Doxology� lasst uns erfreuen

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below; Alleluia, Alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Alleluia, Alleluia,
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.



Thanksgiving and Holy Communion
*The Great Thanksgiving | Musical Setting A, found on page 17 in the hymnal.

*The Lord’s Prayer | All are encouraged to pray the Lord’s Prayer in the language 
of their choosing. The English text can be found at 895 in the pew hymnal.

Sharing of the Bread and Wine | All who love Christ, earnestly repent of their 
sins, and seek to be at peace with God and neighbor are invited to receive 
Communion. Bread and wine are used for Communion. After a server places 
bread in your hands, you may receive wine by dipping your bread into the 
chalice. If you desire gluten-free bread or grape juice, these are available from 
servers at the front near Memorial Chapel and near the back opposite the 
attendant’s desk. If you will not receive Communion, you are welcome to come 
forward to receive a blessing, indicated by crossing your arms over your chest.

Communion Anthem 

May There Be� Kirsten White 
�

For the hungry and the thirsty,
for the for the poor and for the meek,
for the blind man crying, “Mercy!”
saying, “Lord, I want to see,”
when the skies rain down a Savior,
when he gathers east and west,
may there be a great high table
where the least have all the best.

For the desperate and down-hearted,
or the captive and the bound,
for the ones who dwell in darkness,
all those waiting to be found,
when the shepherd comes to free them,
when the nights gives way to dawn,
in the loving arms of Jesus,
may we find the light goes on.

—Kate Bluett



Communion Hymn | UMH 581. As needed.

Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service� beach spring

Sending Forth
*Benediction

*Sending Hymn | UMH 206

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light� houston
 

Postlude

Improvisation



TODAY IN WORSHIP

Presiding Ministers
Luke A. Powery�����������������������������������������������������������������������������Dean, Duke University Chapel
Bruce Puckett����������������������������������������������������������������Assistant Dean, Duke University Chapel

Preacher
Lyn Pace���������������������������������������������� Assistant Dean of Religious Life, Duke University Chapel

Lectors
Jamee Lynch ������������������������������������������������������������������� Member, Congregation at Duke Chapel
Drew Middleton������������������������������������������������������������  Member, Congregation at Duke Chapel

Musicians
Chad Fothergill����������������������������������������������������������� Chapel Organist, Duke University Chapel
Monica Szabo-Nyeste����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Soloist
Calliope DeAlmeida ���������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Cello

Head Ushers
Ken Arneson������������������������������������������������������������������� Member, Congregation at Duke Chapel
Pete Acker ����������������������������������������������������������������������� Member, Congregation at Duke Chapel

Today’s Offering | All of today’s cash offerings and checks written to Duke University 
Chapel will support human service organizations in the greater Durham area. You are invited 
to give online at chapel.duke.edu/offering. Send checks to: Duke University Chapel, Box 
90974, Durham, NC 27708-0974. 

Today’s Flowers | The flowers for the worship service today are given in memory of Terry 
Sanford’s birthday by his family.



ENGAGE

University Prayer of Thanksgiving | Each week, we focus on a different campus 
unit, school, or department for whom to give thanks to God for their service and 
contributions to the wider university community and beyond. Today, we give thanks 
for Duke Housing and Residence Life. 

Restrooms in Divinity School | Public restrooms are available in the Divinity 
School. To access them, exit the Chapel through the main front doors and enter the 
Divinity School. Restrooms are along the hallway in the Divinity School. 

Tour After the Service | Learn about the history, architecture, and life of Duke 
Chapel on a tour immediately following the service. The tour is free and lasts about 
forty-five minutes. Meet the docent outside in front of the Chapel.

Sing with the Duke Chapel Choir | All are invited to audition for the 2025–26 
season of the Duke Chapel Choir! In addition to singing in Sunday morning 
services and presenting concerts, the choir is also a community that shares laughs, 
meals, joys, and concerns. Get started with the choir by scheduling an audition 
between August 20 and 31. Visit chapel.duke.edu/sing to schedule an audition 
and learn about the Chapel Choir’s open rehearsals.

A Celebration of Gratitude for Interim Pastor Lynn Holmes | The 
Congregation’s Fellowship Committee is hosting an ice cream party for Lynn 
Holmes today after worship in the Chapel Lounge located in the lower level of 
the Chapel in order to give the Congregation a chance to say thank you. Ice cream 
with all the toppings will be served. Please join us as we celebrate all the work she 
has done during the Congregation’s leadership transition. All are welcome!

New Senior Pastor | The Congregation at Duke University Chapel welcomes its 
new Senior Pastor, the Rev. Ryan Wilson, who will begin his ministry tomorrow, 
August 18. Rev. Wilson will provide pastoral leadership for the Congregation 
with particular emphasis on pastoral care, adult education, worship, mission, and 
administration. He has served churches in Georgia, New York, Texas, and North 
Carolina, in addition to serving as a missionary and volunteer project coordinator 
in Cape Town, South Africa.



ENGAGE

New Organ Scholar | Selected as the next Organ Scholar at Duke Chapel, David 
M. Lim will perform on the Chapel’s four organs, assist with choir rehearsals, 
and receive intensive musical instruction throughout the coming year. He begins 
his new role tomorrow, August 18. Lim comes to Duke Chapel from Minnesota, 
having served Episcopal, Lutheran, and Roman Catholic parishes. He holds 
degrees from Gustavus Adolphus College, the University of Iowa, and a Doctor 
of Musical Arts from the University of Oklahoma. This year, the Chapel’s organ 
scholar position is offered jointly with the American Guild of Organists’ Ronald 
G. Pogorzelski and Lester D. Yankee Organ Scholar Program.

Ronald McDonald House of Durham: Volunteers Needed and Back Pew 
Collection | The Congregation’s Mission and Outreach Committee will lead 
a service project at Ronald McDonald House, located at 506 Alexander Drive, 
Durham on Saturday, August 23, from 9:00 to 11:30 a.m. Participants will bake 
a sweet or savory treat. Additionally, the Mission and Outreach Committee will 
collect items for Ronald McDonald House to be left on the back pew next Sunday, 
August 17. They have requested individual-sized snacks like chips, granola bars, 
crackers, and cookie packs. Contact congregation@duke.edu for additional 
information.

Urban Ministries Dinner: Volunteers Needed | The Congregation will 
provide dinner at Urban Ministries of Durham on Wednesday, August 27. Please 
bring two party size lasagnas to 410 Liberty Street by 5:15 p.m. We welcome new 
participants to this worthwhile and rewarding ministry. Contact congregation@
duke.edu for details and a signup link.

Campus Religious Life Groups | Duke has two dozen campus Religious Life 
groups that represent a wide range of faiths, from Protestant and Catholic to 
Muslim and Jewish to Buddhist and Hindu. In partnership with Duke’s Division 
of Student Affairs, Duke Chapel convenes, supports, and advocates for these 
groups. Meet the Religious Life leaders at a fair on Monday, September 8, from 
12-noon to 2:00 p.m. on the Bryan Center Plaza. And, learn more about the groups 
at chapel.duke.edu/religiouslife.



ENGAGE

Chapel Scholars | Undergraduate and graduate students are invited to apply to 
become Chapel Scholars. Students in the Chapel Scholars program seek to discern 
God’s calling through Christian study, community, and mentorship. They are
eligible for grants for service and learning opportunities. Learn more and apply at 
chapel.duke.edu/scholars.

Sunday Morning Services | On Sundays at 11:00 a.m., join us in worship 
that offers stirring preaching, inspiring sacred music, and faithful prayer. Held 
year-round amid the beautiful, soaring architecture of Duke Chapel, this 
interdenominational Christian service is characterized by vibrant faith, intellectual 
depth, diverse cultural expressions, and a welcoming community. For those 
interested in serving in worship leadership roles—such as reading scripture, serving 
communion, or welcoming people as an usher—contact Caleb Harris at 
caleb.harris@duke.edu. Next Sunday, August 24, immediately following the 
service, students are invited to gather with one another and Chapel ministers for 
a free lunch outside in front of the Chapel.

Guest Preacher Rowan Williams | The Rt. Rev. Dr. Rowan Williams, former 
Archbishop of Canterbury, will give the sermon during the Chapel’s worship 
service on Sunday, September 7, at 11:00 a.m. He has served as Lady Margaret 
Professor of Divinity and Canon of Christ Church at the University of Oxford. 
A fellow of the British Academy, he is the author of numerous books, including 
On Christian Theology, Being Human, Christ the Heart of Creation, The Collected 
Poems, and Passions of the Soul. Dr. Williams is coming to Duke for the DITA2025 
symposium hosted by Duke Initiatives in Theology and the Arts and will be the 
keynote speaker for the symposium’s concert and public conversation, Fully Alive: 
Recovering Humanity through the Arts, on Friday, September 5, at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Carolina Theatre of Durham.



ENGAGE

Choral Evensong Services | The Chapel’s Choral Evensong worship services 
combine scripture reading, prayer, music, and reflection at the close of the day. 
Based on the sixteenth-century English Book of Common Prayer, the service has 
music at its heart with sung psalms, anthems, and the canticles all speaking of 
God’s mercy, light, and abiding presence. The first Evensong service is on Sunday, 
August 31, at 4:00 p.m. All are welcome.

Evensong Singers’ Auditions  | The Chapel’s Evensong Singers lead the music for 
Choral Evensong services on alternate Sunday’s at 4:00 p.m. and also present a spring 
concert. The group focuses on the choral and organ repertoire of the English cathedral 
tradition. To learn more and schedule an audition, email chapelmusic@duke.edu.

Sunday Morning Classes | All Sunday morning classes meet in the lowest level 
of Duke Divinity School (across the Chapel quad from Page Auditorium) from 
9:45–10:45 a.m.

Sunday morning classes will resume on Sunday, August 31



congregation.chapel.duke.educongregation.chapel.duke.edu
919-684-3917

The Congregation at Duke University Chapel 
joyfully welcomes all persons regardless of age, 
race, class, origin, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, or any other distinction and invites 
membership and participation in all of its 
ministries.

Please email congregation@duke.educongregation@duke.edu to receive 
the weekly eNews.

chapel.duke.educhapel.duke.edu
919-681-9488

401 Chapel Drive
Campus Box 90974
Durham, NC 27708

dukechapel@duke.edudukechapel@duke.edu

Connect with us

@DukeChapel
#FindSanctuary

LET’S KEEP IN TOUCH

We would like to get to know you. What are your 
questions? What is your story? Take a moment 
to fill out a brief form, and a Chapel minister or 
other staff member will contact you soon. Scan the 
QR code or visit chapel.duke.edu/connect.

ACCESSIBILITY 
 

Hearing assistance units, as well as large-print worship guides and hymnals, are 
available at the AV console in the rear of the Chapel. There, you can also find 
directions to download a listen-assist app on your phone.  Please let us know if 
you need other accommodations by approaching a minister or usher, or email us 
at dukechapel@duke.edu.
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