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‘Dynamite Christians.” This doesn’t refer to super-duper Christians who seem to have it all together in their
lives and leap tall buildings in a single bound. You know who I’'m speaking of. Those who read the Bible every day.
They pray every day. They treat people right every day. They sing hymns every day. They serve their communities
every day. They seem to be ‘dynamite’ followers of Jesus, superb at this thing we call the Christian life. But I don’t
mean those types of Christians when I say, ‘dynamite Christians.’

I’'m not even referring to those who blow others up like dynamite with their mean-spirited, judgmental
words on social media or careless actions, chewing Bible fragments and spewing it out onto others, as if that
demonstrates the love of God. You know who I’'m talking about but I’'m not referring to them either, when I say,
‘dynamite Christians.’

‘Dynamite Christians’ refers to another type of Christian. Dynamite Christians are disciples of Jesus, living,
moving, and having their being in the power of the Holy Spirit. Let me explain. In Acts, Jesus tells his disciples to
wait on the promise of the Father and that promise was the presence of the Holy Spirit. And he tells them, “you will
receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." ‘Power’ in this biblical passage comes from a word that gives us the English
term ‘dynamite.” The power of the Spirit is dynamite, not a little candle with a flickering flame as its wick is almost
to its end. That means the power of the Spirit is explosive azd dangerous and expansive and far-reaching and
lluminating. In other words, as some young people might say, the Spirit is lit! When we say in a creed, “I believe in
the Holy Spirit” we are saying, “I believe in dynamite.” I believe in power.

And this power, this dynamite, is on us and in us as Christians, believe it or not. I could talk about how it is
a ‘power to be,’ that is, 7 be witnesses. I could also talk about how it is a ‘power to die’ and thus risky because the
word ‘witness’ comes from the word ‘martyr,” so to witness means you are willing to die and that takes supernatural
power. Those concepts are important, but I won’t discuss all of them, because we’d be here much longer than you
desire, and I know I’'m one of the only things left standing in the way between you and lunch.

The Spirit’s power is a power to be and a power to die but also a power to grow or expand, and it’s this
latter power I want to focus on. Dynamite is explosive and expansive. You can’t hide this light under a bushel. It
moves outward and doesn’t implode, but ex-plodes. When the Spirit comes in power it makes Jesus’s followers
witnesses “in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." To the ends of the earth, not just
Duke University, or my little neighborhood or street corner, or my book club. The power, the dynamite, of the
Spirit breaks human beings out of our proclivity toward homogeneity and clique-like behavior with the recognition
that the Spirit is poured out on “all flesh,” not soe flesh because that would be too tiny for this power. This is a
power that expands boundaries and doesn’t shrink or enclose them; it pushes us to the ends of what is possible, the
ends of the earth. This is a power that explodes borders and doesn’t build walls, but expands, broadens, widens
horizons in order to witness to a Christ who is all in all for all.

To cross over into Jerusalem, Judea, Jacksonville, or Jamaica, requires a divine power that helps you grow
beyond what you know, beyond what you’re used to, beyond your little box and zip code. This power expands your
world and will take you to the ends of the earth, and even the ends of what you imagined was possible.

This “insurgency of the Spirit”—as Yale professor Willie Jennings calls it—resists nationalistic tendencies
and undoes them. Jennings calls Acts “the death of nationalist fantasy” because what the Spirit reveals and lights up
for all to see, if we have eyes to see, is a global reality. To the ends of the earth. Nationalists reveal their human



desire to control their destiny and shape the world into their image, but dynamite Christians know that “boundary-
crossing and border transgressing...mark the presence of the Spirit of God”(Jennings). Dynamite Christians are
truly globalists or internationalists or cosmopolitan in perspective and mission.

The Spirit moves beyond a monochromatic, univocal, homogeneous, isolationist, me-first existence, which
is more along the lines of nationalism (‘we are great, so we want to control the world to make others great like us’);
rather, the Spirit of God blows broadly and expansively across human tribes, languages, nations, and opens up the
borders of human hearts toward #he other in humility. And the other is different—ethnically, culturally, linguistically,
politically, religiously, and so much more— the other is often on the other side of a wall or border. But divine
dynamite moves us to cross the border.

Dynamite Christians understand this because they live and walk in the power of the Spirit who challenges us
to grow and expand. Dynamite Christians understand that “difference [is a] hallmark of the church”(Theodore
Hiebert) if we take the day of Pentecost seriously. This power of the Spirit expands and grows a circle of inclusive
excellence and is not locally clannish but international in scope. This power moves us beyond our regions and
nations, our clubs and herds, to reach out and include God’s whole diverse world thus our social borders are
broadened when God’s dynamite is at work in us.

Even some of the other scripture readings for today reveal this expansive vision of God’s power. The
Psalms say the Lord is king over all the earth and established the world. In Luke, the good news is to be proclaimed
to “all nations.” Ephesians says, “God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him from the dead and
seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion and
above every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the age to come.” That’s what dynamite is.
Expansive, border-crossing, far above, beyond, to the ends of the earth and the heights of heaven, spanning time.

This is what the power of the Spirit does. It traverses every realm—heavenly and earthly— to reach
transformative possibilities. When Jesus journeys upward, the disciples journey outward, not inward, not to be
insular, not with insider language or behavior but to the outskirts, to the outsiders, to the ends of the earth, to go to
what or who they don’t know. This is the Spirit’s power to grow our imagination and expand our action. This could
be called a “pneumatology for cosmology,” that is, a theology of the Spirit for the world. Dynamite Christians,
dynamite anointed ones, have an international perspective not a nationalistic one. They are cosmopolitan. They
know that Jesus loves the little children of the world and “for God so loved the world....” And in the words of
Duke sophomore student Ian Kim who recently died, and who said as a child—"[esus loves everybody.’

In many ways, the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., understood and received this power of the Spirit for
everybody, for the ends of the earth. This becomes clear through his notion of “the world house.” The final chapter
of his final book, Where Do We Go From Here?, is titled “The Wotld House.” 1t is his final, ultimate dream, the telos
of his life’s work. The term ‘world house’ can also mean ‘beloved community’ or ‘human family.” Historian Lewis
Baldwin notes that the ‘world house’ refers to “a totally integrated world, undeterred by human differences and
committed to the ethical norms of love, justice, community, and peace.” It is a global communitarian ethic that
embraces persons across geographical and cultural boundaries.

In his final chapter, on the world house, he writes:

“Every nation is an heir of a vast treasury of ideas and labor to which both the living and the dead of all
nations have contributed. Whether we realize it or not, each of us lives eternally 'in the red.' We are everlasting
debtors to known and unknown men and women. When we arise in the morning, we go into the bathroom where
we reach for a sponge which is provided for us by a Pacific islander. We reach for soap that is created for us by a
European. Then at the table we drink coffee which is provided for us by a South American, or tea by a Chinese or
cocoa by a West African. Before we leave for our jobs we are already beholden to more than half of the world. In a
real sense, all life is interrelated. The agony of the poor impoverishes the rich; the betterment of the poor enriches



the rich. We are inevitably our brother’s keeper because we are our brother’s brother. Whatever affects one directly
affects all indirectly.”

King received the dynamite of the Spirit and thus naturally worked toward this global vision to the ends of
the earth. This kind of work and calling requires power, a power to grow and expand one’s purview when other
powers are at play that aim to keep us locked inside of isolated rooms of fear, hate, and superiority. But today and
every day, we need the power of the Holy Spirit to help us to be who God desires us to be and to see what God
sees and to act on it.

So like in the book of Acts, we’re called to be people of prayer, and so I pray: Give us, O God, the power to
grow—intellectually, missionally, relationally, ethically. Come, Holy Spirit. Come, Paraclete Power. Come, Divine
Dynamite. Come, make us strong enough to expand our vision and friendships beyond our small silos, our
denominational parochialism, our theological enclaves, our political parties, and our ethnic exclusionary structures.
Come, make us strong enough to go beyond our comfortable cultural, political, religious and intellectual zones, to
the ends of the earth.

Come, give us power. Fill us with the strength to grow and expand in how we see the world and all of your
people and nations. Give us your power. Let dynamite ignite in us. Show us how to be strong when what we so
often see is weakness feigning to be power. Show us how weakness is insulation and isolation. Show us how
weakness is nationalistic thinking and nationalistic religion. Show us how weakness is attempting to dominate and
destroy anything or anyone who is different.

Reveal your power, O God, your dynamite of the Holy Ghost, that stretches us and pushes us out into the
green fields of growth across borders, across cultures, across nations, across social divides, so that we can engage #he
other as a means to learn more about you, the Wholly Other, and your life-giving activity in the world. Give us your
power, your dynamite that is expansive, international and ecumenical, so we are never afraid of any of your children.

Dispel the fear. Grow our faith and our humanity. Open our hearts. Light us up for your glory. Just as you
are the light of the world, help us to get lit in the Spirit for you and for the world you love. Let us shine to the ends
of the earth. Come, and make us your dynamo disciples, now and forever, Amen.



