
BRIDGING FAITH &&  LEARNING

SERVICE OF WORSHIP
Ascension Sunday

Sunday, June 1, 2025, 11:00 a.m.

Albrecht Dürer, Ascension, 1511.

Today’s readings attest to the risen and ascended Christ. In the reading from 
Acts, the author reminds his friend Theophilus that his first book shared the 
stories of Jesus from his birth until the time he was taken up into the heavens 
after his resurrection. The Gospel lesson shares that latter story, recounting 
the ascension of Jesus as he gave his followers a final blessing and was carried 
up into heaven. The reading from Ephesians affirms that Christ is now in 
heaven, where he is seated at God’s right hand.



*All rise as able

Gathering
Prelude

Sonata No. 3 in G Major, Op. 88� Josef Gabriel Rheinberger 
		  	I. Pastorale� (1838–1901)

Greeting and Call to Worship

*Gathering Hymn | UMH 610

We Know That Christ Is Raised� engelberg

*Prayer of Confession and Words of Assurance | In unison: 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry, and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways to the glory of 
your name. Amen.		

The minister speaks words of assurance.

*Peace | All exchange signs and words of God’s peace.

	Minister:		 The peace of the risen Christ be with you.
	People:			  And also with you.

Proclamation
Prayer for Illumination | In unison:

Almighty God, your Son Jesus Christ ascended to the throne of heaven 
that he might rule over all things as Lord. Keep the church in the unity 
of the Spirit and in the bond of peace; bring all creation to worship at his 
feet, who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. Amen.



New Testament Lesson | NT page 110 in pew Bibles.

Acts 1:1–11

Lector:	 The word of the Lord.
People:	 Thanks be to God.

Anthem

Deeper, and Deeper Still ( Jephtha, HWV 70)� George Frideric Handel 
� (1685–1759)

New Testament Lesson | NT page 181 in pew Bibles.

Ephesians 1:15–23

Lector:	 The word of the Lord.
People:	 Thanks be to God.

*Gradual Hymn | UMH 312. Stanzas 1 and 2. All turn to face the Gospel 
procession.

Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise � llanfair

*Gospel Lesson | NT page 85 in pew Bibles.

Luke 24:44–53�

Lector:		  The word of the Lord.
People:		  Thanks be to God.

*Gradual Hymn | UMH 312. Stanzas 3 and 4.

Hail the Day That Sees Him Rise � llanfair

Sermon

Dynamite Christians



Response
*Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through 
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and 
became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the 
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We 
believe in the one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge 
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of 
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Call to Prayer

Minister:		 The Lord be with you.
People:			  And also with you.
Minister:		 Let us pray.

Prayers of the People | The congregation responds to each petition:

People:			  Hear our prayer.

Offertory Anthem

Waft Her, Angels, through the Skies ( Jephtha, HWV 70)� G. F. Handel



*Doxology� lasst uns erfreuen

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below; Alleluia, Alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Alleluia, Alleluia,
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

Thanksgiving
*Prayer of Thanksgiving

*The Lord’s Prayer | All are encouraged to pray the Lord’s Prayer in the language 
of their choosing.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

Sending Forth
*Benediction

*Sending Hymn | See hymn printed at end of worship guide.

Thine the Amen	�  thine
 

Postlude

Sonata No. 2 in C Minor, Op. 65� Felix Mendelssohn 
		  	IV. Fugue� (1809–1847)

Memorial Chapel Communion | Immediately following the postlude, a brief 
communion service will be held in Memorial Chapel; worship guides for the 
service are available near the entrance. Following communion, the minister 
will be available to offer prayers and anointing.



TODAY IN WORSHIP

Presiding Ministers
Lyn Pace���������������������������������������������� Assistant Dean of Religious Life, Duke University Chapel
Meg Greto������������������������������������������������������Congregation Divinity School Intern; Divinity ’26

Preacher
Luke A. Powery�����������������������������������������������������������������������������Dean, Duke University Chapel

Lectors
Tony Willms ������������������������������������� Member, Congregation at Duke Chapel; Divinity ’05, ’07
Beth Gettys Sturkey������������������������������������������������������  Member, Congregation at Duke Chapel 

Musicians
Chad Fothergill����������������������������������������������������������� Chapel Organist, Duke University Chapel
Katherine Johnson���������������������������������������������������������Organ Scholar, Duke University Chapel
Alain Arvelo �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Soloist

Head Usher
Ken Arneson������������������������������������������������������������������� Member, Congregation at Duke Chapel

Today’s Offering | All of today’s cash offerings and checks written to Duke University 
Chapel will be used for an emergency fund for disaster and recovery support for communities 
affected by natural disasters and humanitarian crises. You are invited to give online at 
chapel.duke.edu/offering. Send checks to: Duke University Chapel, Box 90974, Durham, 
NC 27708-0974. 

Today’s Flowers | The flowers for the worship service today are given to the glory of God 
in memory of Mary Duke Biddle Trent Semans and in honor of her former classmate: Betty 
Pyle Baldwin.

Liturgical Acknowledgments | Prayer for Illumination. Adapted from Book of Common 
Worship, Daily Prayer, Westminster John Knox Press, © 1993.



GRADUAL HYMN | Thine the Amen
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Text: Herbert F. Brokering (1926–2009)
Music: Carl F. Schalk (1929–2021)

Text and music © 1983 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress
Printed by permission under OneLicense #A-725399



ENGAGE

University Prayer of Thanksgiving | Each week, we focus on a different campus 
unit, school, or department for whom to give thanks to God for their service and 
contributions to the wider university community and beyond. Today, we give thanks 
for the Department of Theater Studies. 

Restrooms in Divinity School | Public restrooms are available in the Divinity 
School. To access them, exit the Chapel through the main front doors and enter the 
Divinity School. Restrooms are along the hallway in the Divinity School. 

Tour After the Service | Learn about the history, architecture, and life of Duke 
Chapel on a tour immediately following the service. The tour is free and lasts about 
forty-five minutes. Meet the docent outside in front of the Chapel.

Urban Ministry Dinner: Volunteers Needed | The Congregation at Duke 
Chapel will provide dinner at Urban Ministries Durham on Wednesday, June 25. 
Please bring two party-size lasagnas to 410 Liberty Street by 5:15 p.m. Persons are 
needed to serve between 5:00 p.m. and 7:00 p.m. For more information, contact 
the Congregation’s Mission and Outreach Committee at congregation@duke.edu.

Sing in the Summer Choir | All are welcome to add their voices to the Chapel’s 
Summer Choir next Sunday, June 8, and Sunday, July 13. Rehearsals will be held 
from 9:30–10:30 a.m. on both mornings, followed by the service at 11:00 a.m. Music 
will be provided at rehearsal, and additional information and recordings of the day’s 
pieces will be circulated in advance by email. If you would like to participate in 
either or both Sundays, please complete the form at chapel.duke.edu/summerchoir.

Guest Preacher Next Sunday | The guest preacher next Sunday will be the Rev. 
Dr. Grace Ji-Sun Kim, a professor of theology at Earlham School of Religion. She 
is the author or editor of twenty-four books, including Invisible, Hope in Disarray, 
Keeping Hope Alive, and Intersectional Theology, and is a co-editor for the Palgrave 
Macmillan series Asian Christianity in the Diaspora. She has served on the American 
Academy of Religion’s board of directors. Born in Korea, educated in Canada, and 
now teaching in the United States, Dr. Kim is an ordained Presbyterian Church 
(USA) minister.



Reality Ministries: Volunteers Needed and Back Pew Collection | The 
Congregation’s Mission and Outreach Committee will lead a service project 
on June 28th between 9:30am to 12:00pm. Reality Ministries is located at 916 
Lamond Avenue. Tasks include outside and indoor activities. Also, the Mission 
and Outreach Committee will collect  items  for Reality Ministries to be left on 
the Back Pew on June 15th and June 22nd.  For details about the needs and the 
wish list contact congregation@duke.edu.

Sunday Morning Classes | All Sunday morning classes meet in the lowest level 
of Duke Divinity School (across the Chapel quad from Page Auditorium) from 
9:45–10:45 a.m. Come early for refreshments at 9:30 a.m. New participants are 
welcome at any time. Contact congregation@duke.edu for additional information.

Wee Praise: Music and movement for children ages 0–3 will pause for the 
summer
Godly Play and Godly Play Advanced will pause for the summer
Youth Program: 6th–12th graders will explore a survey of the Old Testament 
in 0015 Westbrook
Adult Bible Study: “Our Faith Family Tree: An Exploration of Abraham and 
His Family” in 0013 Westbrook and over Zoom
Adult Forum: Rev. Dr. Grace Ji-Sun Kim, Professor of Theology, Earlham 
School of Religion, discussing her book, When God Became White. 0012 
Westbrook and over Zoom

ENGAGE



congregation.chapel.duke.educongregation.chapel.duke.edu
919-684-3917

The Congregation at Duke University Chapel 
joyfully welcomes all persons regardless of age, 
race, class, origin, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, or any other distinction and invites 
membership and participation in all of its 
ministries.

Please email congregation@duke.educongregation@duke.edu to receive 
the weekly eNews.

chapel.duke.educhapel.duke.edu
919-681-9488

401 Chapel Drive
Campus Box 90974
Durham, NC 27708

dukechapel@duke.edudukechapel@duke.edu

Connect with us

@DukeChapel
#FindSanctuary

LET’S KEEP IN TOUCH

We would like to get to know you. What are your 
questions? What is your story? Take a moment 
to fill out a brief form, and a Chapel minister or 
other staff member will contact you soon. Scan the 
QR code or visit chapel.duke.edu/connect.

ACCESSIBILITY 
 

Hearing assistance units, as well as large-print worship guides and hymnals, are 
available at the AV console in the rear of the Chapel. There, you can also find 
directions to download a listen-assist app on your phone.  Please let us know if 
you need other accommodations by approaching a minister or usher, or email us 
at dukechapel@duke.edu.
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