UNIVERSITY SERVICE OF WORSHIP
CHAPEL Trinity Sunday

BRIDGING FAITH & LEARNING Sunday, May 31, 2026, 11:00 a.m.

John Martin, Creation of Light, 1824.

Today we celebrate the feast of the Holy Trinity. The reading from the Gospel
of Matthew describes Jesus’s disciples worshipping him while experiencing
doubt. Jesus assures them that all authority in heaven and on earth has been
given to him. He then sends them to make disciples of all nations, “baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” This
text is integral to the Christian doctrine of the Trinity and the formulation
of baptismal rites. The holy mystery of the Trinity has been celebrated and

contemplated by the church since its inception.



Prelude

Variation Suite on LOBE DEN HERREN David P. Dahl

(Praise to the Lord, the Almighty)
I. Introduction and Chorale
II. Reed Solo
II1. Bicinium (Duet)
IV. Aria
V. Pedal Solo
VI. Fugue

Greeting and Call to Worship
*Gathering Hymn | UMH 64
Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty NICAEA

*Prayer of Confession and Words of Assurance | The minister offers words of
confession in three biddings to which the congregation responds as follows:

Minister: Lord, have mercy.
People:  Lord, have mercy.

Minister: Christ, have mercy.
People:  Christ, have mercy.

Minister: Lord, have mercy.
People:  Lord, have mercy.

The minister speaks words of assurance.
*Peace | All exchange signs and words of God'’s peace.

Minister: The peace of Christ be with you.
People:  And also with you.

*All rise as able



Prayer for lllumination | In unison:
Holy God, three in one: our minds struggle to comprehend your nature,
three persons in perfect unity, without beginning or end. In the utter
simplicity of your love, you are the source of all life. Lord, establish in
our hearts the wonder of who you are, beyond knowing, yet revealed in
Jesus Christ, through whom we pray. Amen.

First Lesson | OT page 1 in pew Bibles.

Genesis 1:1-19

Lector: The word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Voluntary

Be Thou My Vision (SLANE) traditional Irish
Second Lesson | OT pages 1-2 in pew Bibles.

Genesis 1:20-2:4a

Lector: The word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

*Gradual Hymn | UMH 85

We Believe in One True God RATISBON
*Gospel Lesson | NT page 32 in pew Bibles.

Matthew 28:16-20

Lector:  The word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.



Sermon

Two Impossible Things

*Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down
from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary and
became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is seated

at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the
living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We
believe in the one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection of
the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Call to Prayer
Minister: The Lord be with you.
People:  And also with you.
Minister: Let us pray.

Prayers of the People | The congregation responds to each petition:

People:  Hear our prayer.



Offertory Voluntary

Ode to Joy Ludwig van Beethoven
(1770-1827)

*Doxology LASST UNS ERFREUEN
Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below; Alleluia, Alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host,

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Alleluia, Alleluia,
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

*Prayer of Thanksgiving

*The Lord’s Prayer | All are encouraged to pray the Lord’s Prayer in the language
of their choosing. The English text can be found at 895 in the hymnal.

*Benediction

*Sending Hymn | UMH 152

I Sing the Almighty Power of God FOREST GREEN
Postlude

Wir glauben all an einen Gott, BWV 680 Johann Sebastian Bach

(We All Believe in One True God) (1685-1750)

Memorial Chapel Communion | Immediately following the postlude, a brief
communion service will be held in Memorial Chapel; worship guides for the
service are available near the entrance. Following communion, the minister
will be available to offer prayers and anointing.



TODAY IN WORSHIP

Presiding Ministers

Bruce Puckett . ... oot Assistant Dean, Duke University Chapel

RyanWilson ..., Senior Pastor, Congregation at Duke Chapel

Preacher

Stephen B. Chapman.............. Professor of Old Testament and Biblical Interpretation,
Duke Divinity School

Lectors

Kenyon Davenport......................o..... Member, Congregation at Duke Chapel

LS PN (Cle8] 2190100000 00000060060060006060000006666000060006000000000000¢ Trinity ’88

Musicians

Chad Fothergill........................o. .. Chapel Organist, Duke University Chapel

DavidLim .. ..ot Organ Scholar, Duke University Chapel

JaclynBrown. ... ... . o Mountain dulcimer

Head Ushers
KenArneson.............ooooiiiiiiiiia... Member, Congregation at Duke Chapel
Pete Acker . ..o Member, Congregation at Duke Chapel

Today’s Guest Preacher | Today’s Wilder guest preacher is the Rev. Dr. Stephen B.
Chapman, Professor of Old Testament and Biblical Interpretation at Duke Divinity School
and editor-in-chief of the Journal of Theological Interpretation. Rev. Dr. Chapman’s work
focuses on the formation of the biblical canon, the nature of the Old Testament as Scripture,
the literary dynamics of biblical narrative, the challenge of biblical violence, and the history
and use of the Old Testament within the Christian tradition and Western culture. He is the
author of 1 Samuel as Christian Scripture, which was named Reference Book of the Year for
2017 by the Academy of Parish Clergy, and The Law and the Prophets, as well as numerous
essays. He co-edited The Cambridge Companion to the Hebrew Bible/Old Testament and
Biblischer Text und theologische Theoriebildung. He is the founding editor of the Touchstone
Texts commentary series. He also serves on the editorial boards of the monograph series
Old Testament Theology and Siphrut: Literature and Theology of the Hebrew Scriptures. He is
an ordained American Baptist minister. His current writing project is 7he Theology of the
Book of Joshua for Cambridge University Press.



Today'’s Offering | All of today’s cash offerings and checks written to Duke University
Chapel will be used to support mission trips sent out from the Chapel. You are invited to
give online at chapel.duke.edu/offering. You may also give directly to the Congregation at
Duke University Chapel by check written to the Congregation at Duke University Chapel
or online at congregation.chapel.duke.edu and access the giving link. Send checks to: Duke
University Chapel, Box 90974, Durham, NC 27708-0974.

Today's Flowers | The flowers for the worship service today are given to the glory of God
by the Elizabeth Lucina Gotham Memorial Chapel Endowment in memory of Mary Duke
Biddle Trent Semans and in honor of her former classmates: Ann Louise Reist Dunlap,

Maxine Chambers Engert, and Betty Pyle Baldwin.

Liturgical Acknowledgments | Prayer for Illumination. Adapted from “Daily Office for
Trinity Sunday,” Order for Baptist Ministry, ©2026.



ACCESSIBILITY

Hearing assistance technology, as well as large-print worship guides and
hymnals, is available at the AV console in the rear of the Chapel. For other
accommodations, please approach a minister or usher.

RESTROOMS

For public restrooms, exit the Chapel through the main front doors and turn left
to enter the Divinity School. Restrooms are along the Divinity School hallway.

TOURS

Meet a docent outside in front of the Chapel immediately following the service
for a free, forty-five minute tour of Duke Chapel’s history, architecture, and life.

LEARN MORE AND ENGAGE

Scan the QR codes to learn more about the missions and ministries of Duke
Chapel and the Congregation at Duke University Chapel. Also, read this week’s
announcements, see upcoming events, and find out how to engage with the

Chapel and the Congregation.
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