
BRIDGING FAITH &&  LEARNING

SERVICE OF WORSHIP
Day of Pentecost

Sunday, May 24, 2026, 11:00 a.m.

Frank Wesley, The Holy Spirit, 20th c.

Fifty days after Easter, the church celebrates the festival of Pentecost. Echoing 
the ancient Jewish festival of Shavuot, which remembers God’s giving of the 
law on Mount Sinai, Pentecost celebrates God’s giving of the Holy Spirit, 
itself a fulfillment of ancient prophecy. Where the hope of the people is lost, 
the Spirit of God gives new life. In the Acts of the Apostles, the disciples are 
gathered in Jerusalem when the Holy Spirit descends upon them in tongues 
of flame. They are given miraculous ability to speak in many languages, and 
Peter, quoting the prophet Joel, proclaims boldly to the people that everyone 
who calls on the name of the Lord Jesus shall be saved.



Gathering
Prelude

Komm, Heiliger Geist, Herre Gott (Come, Holy Spirit)� Franz Tunder 
� (1614–1667)

Greeting and Call to Worship

*Gathering Hymn | UMH 465

Holy Spirit, Truth Divine� canterbury

*Prayer of Confession and Words of Assurance | In unison: 

Gracious God, who pours out freely the gift of your Holy Spirit: 
we confess before you and to each other that we have failed to recognize 
this most precious gift. We have been satisfied with ordinary things, 
suspicious of unfamiliar things, and blind to spiritual things. Cleanse us, 
O God, with your celestial fire. Burn away our presumptuous 
self-sufficiency, and open us in faith to receive the renewing touch of 
your hand. Amen.		

The minister speaks words of assurance.

*Peace | All exchange signs and words of God’s peace.

	Minister:		 The peace of Christ be with you.
	People:			  And also with you.

Proclamation
Prayer for Illumination | In unison:

Living God,
eternal Holy Spirit,
let your bright intoxicating energy
which fired those first disciples
fall on us
to turn the world again.
Hear this prayer  
for your love’s sake.
Amen.

E te Atua ora, 
e te Wairua Tapu ora tonu, 
kia maringi iho mai 
tōu ngao kanapa taunanawe 
i whakakā ai i aua ākonga tuatahi 
kia tahuri anō ai te ao. 
Whakarongo ki tēnei īnoi  
i runga i tōu aroha. 
Āmine.



*All rise as able

New Testament Lesson | NT page 111 in pew Bibles. The lector will read in Hindi.

Acts 2:1–21

Lector:	 The word of the Lord.
People:	 Thanks be to God.

Psalmody

Lift Thine Eyes (Elijah)� Felix Mendelssohn  
� (1809–1847) 
�

Lift thine eyes, O lift thine eyes
to the mountains, whence cometh help.
Thy help cometh from the Lord,
the Maker of heaven and earth.
He hath said, thy foot shall not be moved.
Thy Keeper will never slumber.

—Psalm 121:1–3

New Testament Lesson | NT page 163 in pew Bibles.

1 Corinthians 12:3b–13

Lector:	 The word of the Lord.
People:	 Thanks be to God.

*Gradual Hymn | UMH 331. Stanzas 1 and 2. All turn to face the Gospel 
procession.

Holy Spirit, Come, Confirm Us � for the bread

*Gospel Lesson | NT pages 108–109 in pew Bibles.

John 20:19–23�

Lector:		  The word of the Lord.
People:		  Thanks be to God.



*Gradual Hymn | UMH 331. Stanzas 3 and 4.

Holy Spirit, Come, Confirm Us � for the bread

Sermon

Touched by the Breath of God

Response
*Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth:

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried: he descended into hell; the third day 
he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come  
to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen.

Call to Prayer

Minister:		 The Lord be with you.
People:			  And also with you.
Minister:		 Let us pray.

Prayers of the People | The congregation responds to each petition:

People:			  Hear our prayer.



Offertory Anthem

Justitiae Domini � Michael John Trotta

Justitiae Domini rectae,
laetificantes corda,
et dulciora super mel et favum,
nam et servus tuus custodit ea.

The law of the Lord is just,
his ways are sweeter than honey,
sweeter than honey from the honeycomb,
for your servant that keeps them.

—based on Psalm 19:8–12

*Doxology� lasst uns erfreuen

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below; Alleluia, Alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Alleluia, Alleluia,
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

Thanksgiving
*Prayer of Thanksgiving

*The Lord’s Prayer | All are encouraged to pray the Lord’s Prayer in the language 
of their choosing. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.



Sending Forth
*Benediction

*Sending Hymn | UMH 539

O Spirit of the Living God	� forest green
 

Postlude

Sortie (Le vent de l’Esprit) from Messe de la Pentecôte� Oliver Messiaen  
� (1908–1992) 

“And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent 
wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.”  
�

—Acts of the Apostles 2:2
�

Carillon�

Memorial Chapel Communion | Immediately following the postlude, a brief 
communion service will be held in Memorial Chapel; worship guides for the 
service are available near the entrance. Following communion, the minister 
will be available to offer prayers and anointing.

TODAY IN WORSHIP

Presiding Ministers
Meghan Benson ���������������������������������������������������Chaplain, Duke Divinity School; Divinity ’02
Agetta Awijaya ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Chapel Scholar; Divinity ’27

Preacher
Eric Lewis Williams���������������������������Assistant Professor of Theology and Black Church Studies,

Duke Divinity School; Divinity ’05
Lectors
Sharon Anjali Jones ������������������������������������������������������  Member, Congregation at Duke Chapel
Tamela Davis������������������������������������������������������������������  Member, Congregation at Duke Chapel 



Musicians
Chad Fothergill����������������������������������������������������������� Chapel Organist, Duke University Chapel
David Lim�����������������������������������������������������������������������Organ Scholar, Duke University Chapel
Mary Anderson, Jaclyn Brown, ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Ensemble
Heather Mechler, Kirsten Overdahl, 
Monica Szabo-Nyeste

Head Ushers
Ken Arneson������������������������������������������������������������������� Member, Congregation at Duke Chapel
Pete Acker ����������������������������������������������������������������������� Member, Congregation at Duke Chapel

Today’s Guest Preacher | Today’s Wilder guest preacher is the Rev. Dr. Eric Lewis Williams, 
Assistant Professor of Theology and Black Church Studies at Duke Divinity School. A native 
of Rockford, Illinois, Professor Williams has taught theology, history, and Africana Studies 
at several institutions, including Western Theological Seminary, Ashland Theological 
Seminary (Detroit), Iowa State University, Shaw University, Virginia Union University, 
Boston College, and Harvard University. In addition to his teaching experience, for nearly 
seven years, he served as the Curator of Religion and Lead Researcher in the Center for the 
Study of African American Religious Life at the Smithsonian National Museum of African 
American History and Culture in Washington, D.C. A graduate of Duke Divinity School, 
he is an ordained minister of the Church of God in Christ (COGIC). His current research 
examines the meaning of religion within African American history and culture and the role 
and influences of African-derived religions within the Atlantic world. Professor Williams is 
a co-editor of the T&T Clark Handbook of African American Theology and author of More 
Than Tongues Can Tell: Theological Generosity in Black Pentecostal Thought.

Today’s Offering | All of today’s cash offerings and checks written to Duke University 
Chapel will be used to support the Chapel’s Development Fund for Mission and Ministry. 
You are invited to give online at chapel.duke.edu/offering. You may also give directly to the 
Congregation at Duke University Chapel by check written to the Congregation at Duke 
University Chapel or online at congregation.chapel.duke.edu and access the giving link. 
Send checks to: Duke University Chapel, Box 90974, Durham, NC 27708-0974. 

Today’s Flowers | The flowers for the worship service today are given to the glory of God 
by the Nan and Taylor Cole Chapel Endowment.

Liturgical Acknowledgments | Confession. Adapted from The Worship Sourcebook, 1st ed. 
Faith Alive Christian Resources, © 2004. Prayer for Illumination. Adapted from A New 
Zealand Prayer Book, He Karakia Mihinare o Aotearoa, The Anglican Church in Aotearoa, 
New Zealand, and Polynesia, 1988.



congregation.chapel.duke.educongregation.chapel.duke.edu
919-684-3917

congregation@duke.educongregation@duke.edu

ACCESSIBILITY 
 
Hearing assistance technology, as well as large-print worship guides and 
hymnals, is available at the AV console in the rear of the Chapel. For other 
accommodations, please approach a minister or usher.

401 Chapel Drive, Campus Box 90974, Durham, NC 27708

LEARN MORE AND ENGAGE

Scan the QR codes to learn more about the missions and ministries of Duke 
Chapel and the Congregation at Duke University Chapel. Also, read this week’s 
announcements, see upcoming events, and find out how to engage with the 
Chapel and the Congregation.

chapel.duke.educhapel.duke.edu
919-681-9488

dukechapel@duke.edudukechapel@duke.edu

RESTROOMS

For public restrooms, exit the Chapel through the main front doors and turn left 
to enter the Divinity School. Restrooms are along the Divinity School hallway.

TOURS

Meet a docent outside in front of the Chapel immediately following the service 
for a free, forty-five minute tour of Duke Chapel’s history, architecture, and life.


