UNIVERSITY
SERVICE OF WORSHIP

CHAPEL Ascension Sunday

BRIDGING FAITH & LEARNING Sunday, May 17, 2026, 11:00 a.m.

Theophanes the Cretan, The Ascension, 1546.

Today’s readings attest to the risen and ascended Christ. The Gospel lesson
recounts the ascension of Jesus as he gave his followers a final blessing and was
carried up into heaven. Jesus’s final words also foreshadow Pentecost, which
will be celebrated next Sunday. The reading from Ephesians affirms that Christ
is now in heaven, where he is seated at God’s right hand.



Carillon
Prelude

Prelude and Fugue in C, BWV 549 Johann Sebastian Bach
(1685-1750)

Greeting and Call to Worship

*Gathering Hymn | UMH 312
Hail the Day that Sees Him Rise LLANFAIR

*Prayer of Confession and Words of Assurance | In unison:
Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry, and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us;
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways to the glory of
your name. Amen.

The minister speaks words of assurance

*Peace | All exchange signs and words of God's peace.
Minister: The peace of Christ be with you.
People:  And also with you.

Prayer for lllumination | In unison:

Eternal God, you have given your Son authority in heaven and on earth;
grant that we may see the vision of his kingdom and serve him with hope
and joy; for he is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God
for ever. Amen.

*All rise as able



New Testament Lesson | NT page 181 in pew Bibles.
Ephesians 1:15-23

Lector: The word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

*Gradual Hymn | UMH 327. Stanzas 1-2. All turn to face the Gospel procession.
Crown Him with Many Crowns DIADEMATA
*Gospel Lesson | NT page 85 in pew Bibles.
Luke 24:44-53

Lector:  The word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

*Gradual Hymn | UMH 327. Stanzas 3-4.
Crown Him with Many Crowns DIADEMATA
Sermon

Just the Beginning

Call to Prayer
Minister: The Lord be with you.
People:  And also with you.
Minister: Let us pray.

Prayers of the People | The congregation responds to each petition:

People:  Hear our prayer.



Mission of the Month
Offertory Anthem
Benedictus (Mass in B Minor) J.S.Bach
Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini.
Blessed is be, who cometh in the name of the Lord.
—Ordinary of the Mass
*Doxology LASST UNS ERFREUEN

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;

Praise God, all creatures here below; Alleluia, Alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host,

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Alleluia, Alleluia,
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia!

*The Great Thanksgiving | Musical Setting A, found on page 17 in the hymnal.

*The Lord’s Prayer | All are encouraged to pray the Lord’s Prayer in the language
of their choosing. The text is found on page 895 at the back of the hymnal.

Sharing of the Bread and Wine | All who love Christ, earnestly repent of their
sins, and seek to be at peace with God and neighbor are invited to receive
Communion. Bread and wine are used for Communion. After a server places
bread in your hands, you may receive wine by dipping your bread into the
chalice. If you desire gluten-free bread or grape juice, these are available from
servers at the front near Memorial Chapel and near the back opposite the
attendant’s desk. If you will not receive Communion, you are welcome to come
forward to receive a blessing, indicated by crossing your arms over your chest.

Communion Hymn | UMH 188

Christ Is the World’s Light CHRISTE SANCTORUM



*Post-Communion Prayer

*Benediction
*Sending Hymn | UMH 157
Jesus Shall Reign
Postlude
Allabreve in D Major, BWV 589

Carillon

DUKE STREET

J.S. Bach



TODAY IN WORSHIP

Presiding Ministers

Luke A.Powery. ... Dean, Duke University Chapel
RyanWilson ..., Senior Pastor, Congregation at Duke Chapel
Preacher

BrucePuckett............. ..ol Assistant Dean, Duke University Chapel

Mission of the Month

Nakeeta Tharpe ..................... Step2 and Volunteer Coordinator, StepUp Durbam
Lectors

Mary Anderson. ...t Member, Congregation at Duke Chapel
Tony Willms .................. Member, Congregation at Duke Chapel; Divinity 05, 07
Musicians

Chad Fothergill..................... . Chapel Organist, Duke University Chapel
DavidLim ... Organ Scholar, Duke University Chapel
Alain Arvelo ..ot Soloist
Mitchell Eithun ......... ... . ... ....... Chapel Carillonnenr, Duke University Chapel

Head Ushers
Ken Arneson . .......oouiiniiiiniiinenna.. Member, Congregation at Duke Chapel
Pete Acker . ..o Member, Congregation at Duke Chapel

Today's Flowers | The flowers for the worship service today are given to the glory of God
by the Nan and Taylor Cole Chapel Endowment.

Liturgical Acknowledgments | Prayer for Illumination. Adapted from 4 New Zealand
Prayer Book, He Karakia Mihinare o Aotearoa, The Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New
Zealand, and Polynesia, 1988.



Mission of the Month | All of today’s cash offerings and checks written to Duke University
Chapel will be used to support StepUp Durham. StepUp Durham lives into its values of
justice, belonging, and empowerment to empower job seekers in the Durham community
who face challenges to employment. StepUp does this by providing them opportunity and
access to essential resources and holistic support to enhance lives and build sustainable
employment, thereby fostering personal and community growth. It provides loving
community and lonl support for men and women coming out of prison, homelessness,
and domestic violence, as well as immigrants, or anyone having trouble on their job.
StepUp aims to provide the support needed for people to stabilize their lives through
compassionate programming, skill building, employer partners, financial education,
scholarship opportunities, and an apprenticeship program. You are invited to give online at
chapel.duke.edu/offering. You may also give directly to the Congregation at Duke University
Chapel by check written to the Congregation at Duke University Chapel or online at
congregation.chapel.duke.edu and access the giving link. Send checks to: Duke University
Chapel, Box 90974, Durham, NC 27708-0974.



ACCESSIBILITY

Hearing assistance technology, as well as large-print worship guides and
hymnals, is available at the AV console in the rear of the Chapel. For other
accommodations, please approach a minister or usher.

RESTROOMS

For public restrooms, exit the Chapel through the main front doors and turn left
to enter the Divinity School. Restrooms are along the Divinity School hallway.

TOURS

Meet a docent outside in front of the Chapel immediately following the service
for a free, forty-five minute tour of Duke Chapel’s history, architecture, and life.

LEARN MORE AND ENGAGE

Scan the QR codes to learn more about the missions and ministries of Duke
Chapel and the Congregation at Duke University Chapel. Also, read this week’s
announcements, see upcoming events, and find out how to engage with the

Chapel and the Congregation.

DU.ke 0 The Congregation
URTVERSITY at Duke Chapel
CHAPEL
chapel.duke.edu congregation.chapel.duke.edu
919-681-9488 919-684-3917
dukechapel@duke.edu congregation@duke.edu

401 Chapel Drive, Campus Box 90974, Durham, NC 27708



