
BRIDGING FAITH &&  LEARNING

SERVICE OF WORSHIP
Fifth Sunday in Lent

Sunday, April 6, 2025, 11:00 a.m.

Sadao Watanabe, The anointing at Bethany, 1991.

Today’s Old Testament lesson declares that God is doing a new thing. The 
Lord’s people are told that God is bringing water to dry places and that all 
of creation will declare God’s praise. Paul’s letter to the Philippians similarly 
describes the old being made new as Paul reflects on counting all as loss 
compared to the knowledge of Christ as Lord. John also recognizes Christ’s 
surpassing value by telling of Mary’s anointing of Jesus with costly perfume.



*All rise as able

Gathering
Carillon

Prelude

Prelude in E-flat major, BWV 552�  Johann Sebastian Bach 
� (1685–1750)

Introit

Jesus, Priceless Treasure� arr. Johann Crüger 
� (1598–1662)

Jesus, priceless treasure, source of purest pleasure, truest friend to me: 
ah, how long I’ve panted, and my heart has fainted, 
	 thirsting, Lord, for thee!
Thine I am, O spotless Lamb; I will suffer naught to hide thee, 
	 naught I ask beside thee. 

� —Johann Franck (1618–1677), 
� trans. Catherine Winkworth (1827–1878), alt.

Greeting and Call to Worship

*Gathering Hymn | UMH 108

God Hath Spoken by the Prophets� ebenezer  

*Prayer of Confession and Words of Assurance 

Minister:		 Holy God, we confess that we are caught in snares of sin
						     and cannot break free.
People: 			 We hoard resources while our neighbors 
						     are hungry and cold.
Minister:		 We speak in ways that silence others.
People: 			 We are silent when we should speak up.
Minister:		 We keep score in our hearts.
People: 			 We let hurts grow into hatred.
All:					   For all these things and for sins only you know,
						     forgive us, Lord. 	Amen.

The minister speaks words of assurance.
 



*Peace | All exchange signs and words of God’s peace.

	Minister:		 The peace of Christ be with you.
	People:			  And also with you.

Proclamation
Prayer for Illumination | In unison:

Almighty God, our redeemer: in our weakness we have failed to be your 
messengers of forgiveness and hope in the world. By the power of your 
Holy Spirit, illuminate our hearts through your holy word, that we may 
follow your commands and proclaim your reign of love, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen.

Old Testament Lesson | OT page 632 in pew Bibles.

Isaiah 43:16–21

Lector:	 The word of the Lord.
People:	 Thanks be to God.

Psalmody

Psalm 126 � Heinrich Schütz
� (1585–1672)

Wenn Gott einmal erlösen wird, 
die aus Zion sind weggefürht,
und die Gefangen machen los, 
wie wird da sein die Frend so gross.

Man wird in Sprüngen gehn herein, 
des Rühmens wird kein Ende sein,
man wird den Heiden sagen an: 
Seht, was der Herr an uns getan.

Der Herr hat Guts an uns getan, 
des freuet sich ein jedermann,
wir sind fröhlich in unserm Gott, 
der uns erett aus aller Not.

When God one day redeems 
those who were led away from Zion,
and sets the captives free, 
how great will be their joy.

They will come in, leaping; 
there will be no end to their boasting, 
they will say to the nations: 
See what the Lord has done for us.

The Lord has dealt well with us, 
and everyone is glad;
we are joyful in our God, 
who delivers us from all troubles.



All, die mit Tränen säen aus, 
kommen mit Freud wiedrum  
	 nach Haus,
wenn ihnen deine Güt und Gnad 
fröhliche Ernt bescheret hat.

Mit Tränen wird das Feld gedüngt, 
das doch so edlen Samen bringt,
drauf man hernach mit frohem Mut 
sammelt des Lebens Garben gut.

� —para. Cornelius Becker (1561–1604); trans. composite

New Testament Lesson | NT page 187 in pew Bibles.

Philippians 3:4b–14

Lector:	 The word of the Lord.
People:	 Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Lesson | NT page 100 in pew Bibles.

John 12:1–8�

			  Lector:		 The word of the Lord.
			  People:		 Thanks be to God.

Sermon

Somewhere, Someone Is Kneeling

Response
*Response Hymn | See hymn printed at back of worship guide.

Holy Woman, Graceful Giver� alabaster jar

All those who sow with tears 
will again with joy  
	 return home,
when your goodness and grace 
have given them a joyful harvest.

With tears the field is fertilized, 
which bears such noble seeds;
then with a cheerful spirit 
one gathers life’s good sheaves.



*Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth:

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried: he descended into hell; the third day 
he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come  
to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen.

Call to Prayer

Minister: 		 The Lord be with you.
People:			  And also with you.
Minister:		 Let us pray.

Prayers of the People | The congregation responds to each petition:

People:			  Hear our prayer.

Mission of the Month

Offertory 

How Lovely Is Thy Dwelling Place � Johannes Brahms
� (1833–1897)

How lovely is thy dwelling place, O Lord of hosts!
For my soul, it longeth, yea fainteth, for the courts of the Lord.
My soul and body crieth out, yea for the living God.
Blest are they, that dwell within thy house; 
			 they praise thy name evermore.

� —Psalm 84:1–4



*Doxology� erhalt uns, herr

Thanksgiving
*Prayer of Thanksgiving

*The Lord’s Prayer | All are encouraged to pray the Lord’s Prayer in the language 
of their choosing.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

Sending Forth
*Choral Benediction

Jesus, Priceless Treasure� Johann Crüger

Hence, all fears and sadness, for the Lord of gladness, Jesus, enters in. 
Those who love the Father, though the storms may gather, 
	 still have peace within.
Yea, whate’er I here must bear, still in thee lies purest pleasure:
	 Jesus, priceless treasure!

� —Johann Franck, trans. Catherine Winkworth, alt.
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TODAY IN WORSHIP

Presiding Ministers
Bruce Puckett����������������������������������������������������������������Assistant Dean, Duke University Chapel
Amanda Highben�����������������������������������������������������������������������Campus Pastor, Duke Lutherans

Preacher
Richard Lischer ����������������� James T. and Alice Mead Cleland Professor Emeritus of Preaching, 

Duke Divinity School
Lectors
Mitchell Eithun ������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Chapel Scholar; Divinity ’25
Emma Pollard������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Participant in Duke Lutherans

Mission of the Month
Tim Wollin��������������������������������������������������������������������������� Operations Director, StepUp Durham

Musicians
Duke Chapel Choir & Schola Cantorum����������������������������������������������������������������������������� Choirs
Zebulon Highben����������������������������������������� Director of Chapel Music, Duke University Chapel
Chad Fothergill����������������������������������������������������������� Chapel Organist, Duke University Chapel
Katherine Johnson���������������������������������������������������������Organ Scholar, Duke University Chapel
Mitchell Eithun �������������������������������������������������� Chapel Carillonneur, Duke University Chapel

*Benediction

*Sending Hymn | UMH 102

 Now Thank We All Our God � nun danket alle gott

Postlude

Fugue in E-flat major, BWV 552 (“St. Anne”)�  J.S. Bach 

Carillon

Memorial Chapel Communion | Immediately following the postlude, a brief 
communion service will be held in Memorial Chapel; worship guides for the 
service are available near the entrance. Following communion, the minister 
will be available to offer prayers and anointing.



Head Usher
Ken Arneson������������������������������������������������������������������� Member, Congregation at Duke Chapel

Today’s Guest Preacher | Today’s Young guest preacher is the Rev. Dr. Richard Lischer, 
the James T. and Alice Mead Cleland Professor Emeritus of Preaching at Duke Divinity 
School. An ordained Lutheran pastor, he served Lutheran parishes for eight years before 
joining the Divinity faculty in 1979.  He is the author of Open Secrets: A Memoir of Faith 
and Discovery and, most recently, Our Hearts Are Restless: The Art of Spiritual Memoir.

Today’s Arrangements of Greenery | The chancel area arrangements for Lent are given to 
the glory of God by the Elizabeth Lucina Gotham Memorial Chapel Endowment.

Cover Image | Today’s cover image is an image taken with permission from the SadaoHanga 
Catalogue, where you can find many more images and information about Sadao Watanabe.

Today’s Music | As the Chapel welcomes participants from the North American Luther 
Forum to worship today, our musical selections include multiple pieces by Lutheran composers, 
poets, and theologians spanning five centuries. J. S. Bach is represented through the Prelude 
and Fugue in E-flat Major. Psalm 126 by Heinrich Schütz sets a metrical paraphrase of the 
psalm by sixteenth-century pastor Cornelius Becker. From the twentieth century comes 
the response hymn Holy Woman, Graceful Giver, the creative work of American Lutherans 
Susan Palo Cherwien and Anne Krentz Organ. During the offering, the Chapel Choir sings a 
movement from Johannes Brahms’ beloved Ein deutsches Requiem, with verses from Luther’s 
translation of the psalter. Finally, our introit, doxology, choral benediction, and closing hymn 
all come from the corpus of Lutheran chorales.

Liturgical Acknowledgments | Prayer for Illumination. Adapted from Lutheran Book of 
Worship, Augsburg Publishing House and Lutheran Church in America Publication Board, 
©1978. Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow. Text: Thomas Ken (1637–1711). Music, 
erhalt uns, herr: J. Klug, Geistliche Lieder (1543).

Mission of the Month | StepUp Durham supports people seeking thriving opportunities. 
This starts with employment training and coaching to land the job, regardless of barriers 
or challenges. This year, StepUp Durham will serve 150 job seekers, 50% of whom are 
justice-involved and nearly 33% of whom lack stable housing. The organization also provides 
community and support to more than sixty families of adults and children who participate 
in financial education, build savings through a match savings program, and receive support 
in building healthy lives and relationships. StepUp Durham loves to see people excel as they: 
Work. Grow. Thrive. All of today’s cash offerings and checks written to Duke University 
Chapel will be used to support StepUp Durham. Send checks to: Duke University Chapel, 
Box 90974, Durham, NC 27708-0974. Give online at chapel.duke.edu/offering.



ENGAGE

University Prayer of Thanksgiving | Each week, we focus on a different campus 
unit, school, or department for whom to give thanks to God for their service and 
contributions to the wider university community and beyond. Today, we give thanks 
for the Department of Religious Studies. 

Restrooms in Divinity School | Public restrooms are available in the Divinity 
School. To access them, exit the Chapel through the main front doors and enter the 
Divinity School. Restrooms are along the hallway in the Divinity School.

Robert Parkins’s Farewell Recital | Robert Parkins’s farewell recital today at 
5:00 p.m. will feature repertoire he performed at dedicatory concerts of the Chapel’s 
Brombaugh, Flentrop, and renovated Aeolian organs, including early Spanish and 
south German music as well as works by Scheidt, Buxtehude, Pierné, Franck, and 
Gigout. University Organist and a Professor of the Practice of Music, Dr. Parkins 
was first appointed Duke Chapel Organist in the fall of 1975. His solo recordings 
have appeared on the Calcante, Gothic, Loft, Musical Heritage Society, and Naxos 
labels. Free admission.

Theology Underground | The next meeting of Theology Underground will 
be an online session this Thursday, April 10, at 6:30 p.m. The Chapel’s Rev. 
Racquel Gill will lead a conversation on African Spirituality and August Wilson 
with special guest Rev. Dr. Otis Moss III, pastor of Trinity United Church of 
Christ in Chicago. Learn more and find the link to participate at chapel.duke.
edu/theologyunderground.

Bach Cantata Series: Vespers for Palm Sunday | A Vespers for Palm Sunday 
worship service next Sunday, April 13, at 4:00 p.m. is part of the Chapel’s Bach 
Cantata Series. Admission is free. The music is led by the Chapel’s Evensong Singers 
and soloists, accompanied by Mallarmé Music and Katherine Johnson on organ. 
Dr. Philip Cave, the Chapel’s conductor-in-residence directs the ensemble. The 
service features J.S. Bach’s Cantata for Palm Sunday, Himmelskönig, sei willkommen, 
BWV 182.



ENGAGE

Holy Week and Easter | Join us April 13–20, as we move through the passion, 
death, and resurrection of Christ with worship services for Holy Week and Easter. 
See the full schedule at chapel.duke.edu/holyweek.

•	 Palm Sunday Service – Sunday, April 13, at 11:00 a.m.
•	 Palm Sunday Choral Evensong – Sunday, April 13, at 4:00 p.m.
•	 Holy Week Midday Services – April 14–17 at 12-noon
•	 Maundy Thursday Service – Thursday, April 17, at 7:00 p.m.
•	 Procession of the Stations of the Cross – Friday, April 18, at 11:30 a.m. 

on the Duke Chapel Quad
•	 Good Friday Noon Service – Friday, April 18, at 12-noon
•	 Good Friday Tenebrae – Friday, April 18, at 7:30 p.m.
•	 Easter Sunrise Service – Sunday, April 20, at 6:30 a.m. in Duke Gardens 

(because the Gardens’ visitor center is undergoing renovations, please see 
our website for special parking instructions)

•	 Easter Service with Holy Communion – Sunday, April 20, at 9:00 a.m.
•	 Easter Day Service – Sunday, April 20, at 11:00 a.m.
•	 Easter Day Choral Evensong – Sunday, April 20, at 4:00 p.m.

Christian Education Classes | All Sunday morning classes meet in the lowest 
level of Duke Divinity School (across the Chapel quad from Page Auditorium) from 
9:45–10:45 a.m. Come early for refreshments at 9:30 a.m. New participants are 
welcome at any time. Contact congregation@duke.edu for additional information.

Wee Praise: Children ages 0–3 along with parent(s) or caregiver(s) in 0011 
Westbrook
Godly Play: Children ages 4–1st graders in 0054 Langford
Godly Play Advanced: Children in 2nd–5th grades in 0050 Langford 
Youth Program: Youth 6th–12th graders will explore a survey of the Old 
Testament in 0015 Westbrook
Adult Bible Study and Adult Forum: April 13 – Kate Bowler’s Lenten Study, 
“The Hardest Part” on Living, Luke 19:28-40 in Westbrook 0012 and over 
Zoom.



RESPONSE HYMN | Holy Woman, Graceful Giver
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Text: Susan Palo Cherwien (1953–2021)
Music: Anne Krentz Organ

Text © 2016 Susan Palo Cherwien, admin. Augsburg Fortress
Music © 2020 Augsburg Fortress
Printed by permission under OneLicense.net # A-725399



congregation.chapel.duke.edu
919-684-3917

The Congregation at Duke University Chapel 
joyfully welcomes all persons regardless of age, 
race, class, origin, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, or any other distinction and invites 
membership and participation in all of its 
ministries.

Please email congregation@duke.edu to receive 
the weekly eNews.

chapel.duke.edu
919-681-9488

401 Chapel Drive
Campus Box 90974
Durham, NC 27708

dukechapel@duke.edu

Connect with us

@DukeChapel
#FindSanctuary

LET’S KEEP IN TOUCH

We would like to get to know you. What are your 
questions? What is your story? Take a moment 
to fill out a brief form, and a Chapel minister or 
other staff member will contact you soon. Scan the 
QR code or visit chapel.duke.edu/connect.

ACCESSIBILITY 
 

Hearing assistance units, as well as large-print worship guides and hymnals, are 
available at the AV console in the rear of the Chapel. There, you can also find 
directions to download a listen-assist app on your phone.  Please let us know if 
you need other accommodations by approaching a minister or usher, or email us 
at dukechapel@duke.edu.

http://congregation.chapel.duke.edu 
mailto:congregation%40duke.edu?subject=
http://chapel.duke.edu
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