
BRIDGING FAITH  & LEARNING

Christ Is Risen! Christ Is Risen Indeed! Alleluia! Today is the beginning of the Feast of Feasts—
Easter. Today Christians around the world celebrate Jesus’s glorious resurrection from the dead. 
The resurrection of Christ has been a focal point of Christian confession since the early church; 
Christians have understood the resurrection to be the central witness of God’s radical action in 
human history. Jesus, God incarnate, went to the depths of the earth and overcame the power of 
death that we might have life eternal. Today the joy of an empty tomb erupts from us in praise 
of Jesus, the one who sits at the right hand of God in whom we too are raised as new creation.

SERVICE OF WORSHIP
Easter Sunday

Sunday, April 4, 2021, 11:00 a.m.

		              Detail, The Resurrection
Hans Feibusch, 1969 



Gathering
Opening Voluntary

Fantasy in G, BWV 572                                                                             Johann Sebastian Bach
                                  

Greeting and Call to Worship

*Opening Hymn (Virtual) | See hymns at the back of the worship guide. 	

	 Christ the Lord Is Risen Today                                                                                easter hymn

*Prayer of Confession and Words of Assurance 

Minister: 	O Christ, in your resurrection, the heavens and the earth rejoice. Alleluia! By your      		
  		  resurrection you broke open the gates of hell, and destroyed sin and death.
People: 	 Forgive us, free us, and make us victorious over sin. 

Minister: 	By your resurrection you raised the dead, and brought us from death to life.
People: 	 Guide us in the way of eternal life.

Minister: 	By your resurrection you confounded your guards and executioners, and filled the 		
		  disciples with joy.
People: 	 Give us joy to serve you faithfully.

Minister: 	By your resurrection you proclaimed good news to the women and apostles, and 			
		  brought salvation to the whole world.
People: 	 Direct our lives as your new creation.

Minister: 	Increase in our minds and hearts the risen life we share with Christ, and help us to 		
		  grow as your people toward the fullness of eternal life with you,
People: 	 Amen. 

The minister speaks words of assurance.

*Greeting of Peace | All exchange signs and words of God’s peace.

Minister: 	The Peace of Christ be with you.
People: 	 And also with you.

Proclamation
Prayer for Illumination

Father of glory, by the raising of your Son you have broken the chains of death and hell: 
Fill your Church with faith and resurrection hope, and send your Spirit now to illumi-
nate your holy word; through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

*All rise as able

     	 (1685–1750)



Old Testament Lesson

Isaiah 25:6–9

Anthem (Virtual)

Easter Dawn									                 Zebulon M. Highben
(b. 1979)

He blesses every love which weeps and grieves
And now he blesses hers who stood and wept
And would not be consoled, or leave her love’s
Last touching place, but watched as low light crept
Up from the east. A sound behind her stirs
A scatter of bright birdsong through the air.
She turns, but cannot focus through her tears,
Or recognise the Gardener standing there.
She hardly hears his gentle question ‘Why,
Why are you weeping?’, or sees the play of light
That brightens as she chokes out her reply
‘They took my love away, my day is night’
And then she hears her name, she hears Love say
The Word that turns her night, and ours, to Day.	 							     
	
Text: Malcolm Guite, © 2012, admin. Canterbury Press

New Testament Lesson

Acts 10:34–43

*Gradual Hymn | Sing stanzas 1 and 2. See hymns at the back of the worship guide. 	

	 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing                                                          gelobt sei gott

*Gospel Lesson

Mark 16:1–8

*Gradual Hymn | Sing stanzas 3 and 4. See hymns at the back of the worship guide. 	

	 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing                                                          gelobt sei gott

Sermon

	 Easter in the Age of Anxiety



Response
*Response Hymn | See hymns at the back of the worship guide.	

	 The Day of Resurrection                                                                                             lancashire

Call to Prayer

Minister: 	 The Lord be with you. 
People: 	 And also with you. 
Minister:	 Let us pray. 

Prayers of the People | The congregation responds to each petition: 

People: 	 Hear our prayer.

Offering Voluntary (Virtual)

Paraphrase on Thine Is the Glory                                                                     Alexandre Guilmant
(1837–1911)   

arr. Robert Hobby

*Doxology                                                                                                                lasst uns erfreuen

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below; Alleluia, Alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Alleluia, Alleluia,
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

Thanksgiving 
*Prayer of Thanksgiving

*The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Sending Forth
*Benediction



TODAY'S FLOWERS | The flowers for the worship service today are given by the Elizabeth 
Lucina Gotham Memorial Chapel Endowment.
TODAY'S OFFERING | All of today’s cash offerings and checks written to Duke University 
Chapel will be used to support the Chapel’s Development Fund for Mission and Ministry. You 
are invited to give online at gifts.duke.edu/chapel. Please send checks to: Duke University 
Chapel, Box 90974, Durham, NC 27708-0974. 

PRESIDING MINISTERS
The Rev. Bruce Puckett......................................................Assistant Dean, Duke University Chapel
The Rev. Kathryn Lester-Bacon.................................Director of Religious Life, Duke University Chapel
PREACHER
The Rev. Dr. Luke A. Powery............................................................Dean, Duke University Chapel
LECTORS
Ms. Maddie Fowler...................................Chapel Scholar, Presbyterian Campus Ministry, Trinity ’21
Ms. Eka Ebong........................................Chapel Scholar, Every Nation Campus Ministry, Trinity ’22

MUSICIANS
Duke Chapel Choir..................................................................................................................Virtual Choir
Mr. Don Eagle, Mr. Paul Neebe..........................................................................Trumpet, Amalgam Brass
Mr. Chris Caudill.......................................................................................................Horn, Amalgam Brass
Mr. Mike Kris, Mr. Jonathan Randazzo..........................................................Trombone, Amalgam Brass
Mr. Tony Granados....................................................................................................Tuba, Amalgam Brass
Mr. John Hanks..................................................................................................Percussion, Amalgam Brass
Dr. Zebulon Highben...................................................Director of Chapel Music, Duke University Chapel
Dr. Robert Parkins.............................................................................University Organist, Duke University
Mr. Christopher Jacobson..........................................................Chapel Organist, Duke University Chapel
Mr. Robert Brewer..................................................................................................................Guest Organist
Mr. Tom Gurin......................................................................Chapel Carillonneur, Duke University Chapel
ONLINE MINISTER
The Rev. Dr. Carol Gregg................................................................Pastor, Congregation at Duke Chapel

TODAY IN WORSHIP

*Closing Hymn | See hymns at the back of the worship guide. 
		        
     All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name                                                                             coronation

Closing Voluntary

	 Finale, from Symphony 3 (Organ Symphony), Op. 78                                     Camille Saint-Saëns
(1835–1921)

trans. David Briggs

		

http://gifts.duke.edu/chapel


ENGAGE
DUKE CHAPEL READS ONLINE CONVERSATION APRIL 6 | As part of the Duke Chapel Reads 
series, Chapel Dean Luke A. Powery will host an online discussion of the book Jesus and the Disinherited 
with Dr. Walter Fluker, a scholar of the book’s author, Howard Thurman, this Tuesday, April 6, 
at 7:00 p.m. Dr. Fluker is the editor of the multi-volume series The Papers of Howard Washington 
Thurman and is Dean’s Professor of Spirituality, Ethics, and Leadership at Emory University’s Candler 
School of Theology. Through Duke Chapel Reads, the Chapel aims to curate spaces for reflection and 
conversation based on a common book reading each semester. Register here at no cost. 
CHAPEL MUSIC SPRING CONCERT ON APRIL 11 |  On Sunday, April 11, at 4:00 p.m., Chapel Music 
will present a spring concert, entitled “Faith and Hope and Love Abide: Meditations on Resurrection.” 
Virtual performances by the Chapel Choir, Vespers Ensemble, Evensong Singers, the Amalgam Brass, 
and the Bach Ensemble will be interspersed with poetry and readings by Howard Thurman, Susan 
Cherwien, Julian of Norwich, and more. The concert will include the world premiere of two pieces: 
“May You Abound in Hope” by Anne Krentz Organ and an arrangement of the hymn “Praise to the 
Lord, The Almighty” by Dan Forrest. The British poet Malcolm Guite will read a poem by T.S. Eliot, 
and his sonnet “Easter Dawn,” set to music by Zebulon Highben and heard in today’s worship service, 
will also be featured. Duke junior Margot Armbruster will read an original poem, which recently 
received an award from the English Department. The final hymn of the concert will be performed in 
memory of the late University Carillonneur J. Samuel Hammond. The concert will be presented on 
the Chapel’s website and YouTube channel.  
ONLINE RACIAL HEALING CIRCLE APRIL 13 | As part of our series “Leaning into Justice Together,” 
the Duke Center for Truth, Racial Healing, and Transformation will present about the use of traditional 
circle practice to explore our common humanity and how racial healing can be instrumental in 
transforming communities for the wholeness of all people. Relationships are transformational, just 
as justice and our faiths can be transformational. Come and listen, or come and share in this online 
discussion on Tuesday, April 13, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Register here.
ONLINE JAZZ VESPERS ON APRIL 15 | On Thursday, April 15, at 7:30 p.m., the Chapel will 
present a service of Jazz Vespers. Led by Professor John V. Brown and his Little Big Band, the service 
will include prayers and meditations on themes of hope, joy, and resurrection. The online service will 
be livestreamed on the Chapel’s website and YouTube channel.
ALUMNI SERVICE OF REMEMBRANCE APRIL 16 | As part of this year’s virtual alumni reunion, the 
Chapel will hold an online Service of Thanksgiving and Remembrance Honoring Deceased Alumni 
on Friday, April 16, at 3:00 p.m. The service will be presented on our website here.
NEW 'LIVING TRADITION' INTERVIEW ON WOMEN AND PREACHING | The Living Tradition 
online resource presents insights into the rich and deep tradition of preaching at Duke Chapel and 
includes interviews with people who have preached notable sermons at the Chapel. In a newly posted 
video, student researcher Ami Wong interviews Jeanette Stokes, the executive director of the Resource 
Center for Women and Ministry in the South, about being part of the first wave of women widely 
attending seminary and pursuing ministry opportunities. Stokes preached at the Chapel in 1977 and 
started the Duke Divinity Women’s Center. Watch the interview.

https://duke.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJEvc-uqpzspHNA3ir7KHtLy5iWsXtVBpWf9
https://duke.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJIqduuvrjwpH9eGmIKZ0P-qbeh9XLSAavke
 https://chapel.duke.edu/events/online-service-thanksgiving-and-remembrance-honoring-deceased-alumni-1618599600-1618603200
https://chapel.duke.edu/christian-worship/living-tradition/preaching-time-and-place#stokes


ENGAGE

VIRTUAL BACK PEW COLLECTION | The April Virtual Back Pew collection is for The Religious 
Coalition for a Nonviolent Durham. Their Reconciliation and Reentry Ministry has the most immediate 
needs due to the increased number of Durham residents being released from prison. Here are two ways 
to assist in welcoming them home: 1) Donations of $25 Walmart gift cards, purchased online here, 
may be mailed to Drew Doll, 2802 Broad St, Durham NC 27704. 2) Make up a “Welcome Home” 
box following these detailed instructions. Please contact congregation@duke.edu with questions.   
MIDWEEK PRAYER | Please join us for a brief service of prayer on Wednesdays at 12-noon through 
May 12. To participate in this prayer time, please join the Zoom call here.
JOIN THE CROP WALK | Every year Church World Service sponsors the CROP Hunger Walk with 
the motto, “Ending hunger one step at a time.” This year individuals and families are invited to walk 
on their own any time between April 10–18, and to donate to the Durham CROP Walk. Please join 
the Congregation’s effort to fight hunger by signing up and donating here.  
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION SCHEDULE | The Congregation provides weekly Sunday morning Christian 
education from 9:45–10:45 a.m. for all ages. Classes, which are held virtually, are open to the public 
and new participants are welcome at any time. For more information, please contact 
congregation@duke.edu. 

Wee Praise: Music and movement for children ages 0–3 with parents or caregivers
Godly Play: Spiritual formation for children ages 4 through 5th grade
Youth Confirmation Class: An exploration of Christian faith for students in 6th–12th grades
Adult Forum:  On April 11, Dr. Matt Jantzen, Director of Emmaus Scholars Program and Visiting 
Assistant Professor of Ministry Studies, Hope College will address “By Their Fruits You Will 
Know Them: Practicing an Anti-Racist Christianity.”

https://nonviolentdurham.org/
https://nonviolentdurham.org/
https://www.walmart.com/ip/25-Red-Ornaments-Walmart-Gift-Card/54772917
https://duke.app.box.com/s/kzks4p1noa39sbwpiwb0ey14296fluel
mailto:congregation%40duke.edu?subject=
https://duke.zoom.us/j/97241733966
https://events.crophungerwalk.org/2021/team/congregation-at-duke-university-chapel
mailto:congregation@duke.edu


HYMNS FOR APRIL 4, 2021

Opening Hymn

	 Christ the Lord Is Risen Today                                                                                easter hymn



HYMNS FOR APRIL 4, 2021

Gradual Hymn

	  Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing                                                         gelobt sei gott

Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-725399.



HYMNS FOR APRIL 4, 2021

Response Hymn

	  The Day of Resurrection                                                                                            lancashire



HYMNS FOR APRIL 4, 2021

Closing Hymn

	  All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name                                                                           coronation


