
CHORAL EVENSONG
Third Sunday in Lent

Sunday, March 23, 2025, 4:00 p.m.BRIDGING FAITH &&  LEARNING

Welcome to Choral Evensong at Duke Chapel. You are welcome here, whether you are a 
student, a member of the community, or a visitor. Most of today’s service is sung by the 
choir and clergy. The congregation is invited to participate through prayer and meditation 
and by singing the hymns. We thank you for joining us and hope that this offering of 
worship will be a blessing to you.



CHORAL EVENSONG AT DUKE CHAPEL 
	
	

Choral Evensong combines music, scripture, and prayer and is celebrated in cathedrals, 
churches, and chapels around the world, drawing people from diverse backgrounds and 
faith traditions. Its roots stretch back to early Temple worship, and its timeless beauty and 
contemplative nature make it a cherished tradition for regular worshipers, and for those seeking 
solace or reflection in their busy lives. Evensong has inspired composers to write some of their 
most beautiful music. We hope that these services will provide a restorative and uplifting 
experience. The services are live-streamed and archived on Duke Chapel’s YouTube page.

*     *     *

Today’s service of Choral Evensong begins with Philip Radcliffe’s setting of O Bone Jesu, a 
prayer for Christ’s mercy and compassion. Radcliffe, an English musicologist and composer, 
spent much of his musical career at King’s College, Cambridge, where he worked as a music 
fellow and a lecturer. Though his output of choral compositions is relatively small, his Preces 
and Responses and his shorter anthem settings, including O Bone Jesu have become beloved 
parts of the Anglican choral repertoire. 

Kenneth Leighton composed his first set of Evening Canticles, Evening Canticles for 
Magdalen College, Oxford, in 1960, dedicating them to his friend and mentor Bernard Rose, 
whose Preces and Responses are also featured in today’s service. Both the Magnificat and the 
Nunc Dimittis highlight Leighton’s fluency with composing for organ and choir. The organ 
accompaniment weaves seamlessly in and out of the choral texture, adding rhythmic contrast 
and harmonic support to the vocal lines. 

Seek Him that Maketh the Seven Stars, composed in 1995, is one of Jonathan Dove’s early 
sacred works for choir; his complete oeuvre includes works for chamber ensemble, orchestra, 
solo voice, and several operas. Seek Him opens with an ostinato in the organ accompaniment 
that musically illustrates the shimmering stars. The choir and organ build in dynamic and pace 
towards a joyful declaration that “the night is light about me,” before returning to the serenity 
of the opening musical motives. 



Organ Voluntary

Prelude in C Minor, Op. 37, No. 1 �  Felix Mendelssohn 
		�    (1809–1847)

Introit �
�

Te lucis ante terminum � Philip Radcliffe
� (1905–1986)

O bone Jesu, miserere nobis,
quia tu creasti nos,  tu redemisti nos
sanguine tuo praetiosissimo.

O gentle Jesus, have mercy on us,
Because you created us, you have redeemed us
With your most precious blood.

� —Traditional Latin hymn, 16th cent.

Please rise as able as the liturgical party processes into the chancel.

*Opening Responses | Sung by the choir.� Bernard Rose
� (1916–1996)

O Lord, open thou our lips.
			  And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
O God, make speed to save us.
			  O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Glory be to the Father, 
			  and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
			  world without end. Amen.
Praise ye the Lord.
			  The Lord’s name be praised.

*All rise as able



Psalmody

Psalm 114� Tonus Peregrinus
�

When Israel came out of Egypt: 
		  and the house of Jacob from among the strange people,
Judah was his sanctuary: 
		  and Israel his dominion.
The sea saw that, and fled: 
		  Jordan was driven back.
The mountains skipped like rams: 
		  and the little hills like young sheep.
What aileth thee, O thou sea, that thou fleddest: 
		  and thou Jordan, that thou wast driven back?
Ye mountains, that ye skipped like rams: 
		  and ye little hills, like young sheep?
Tremble, thou earth, at the presence of the Lord: 
		  at the presence of the God of Jacob;
Who turned the hard rock into a standing water: 
		  and the flint-stone into a springing well.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
		  and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
		  world without end. Amen.

The First Lesson | OT pages 644–645 in pew Bibles.

Isaiah 55:1–9

			  Lector:		 The word of the Lord.
			  People:		 Thanks be to God.



*Canticle

Magnificat (Magdalen College Service)� Kenneth Leighton
� (1929–1988)

My soul doth magnify the Lord: 
		  and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my savior. 
For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden. 
For behold, from henceforth: 
		  all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me, and holy is his name. 
And his mercy is on them that fear him, throughout all generations. 
He hath showed strength with his arm: 
		  he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat: 
		  and hath exalted the humble and meek. 
He hath filled the hungry with good things: 
		  and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel: 
		  as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
		  and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
		  world without end. Amen.

—Luke 1:46–55

The Second Lesson | NT page 161 in pew Bibles.

1 Corinthians 10:1–13

			  Lector:		 The word of the Lord.
			  People:		 Thanks be to God.



*Canticle

Nunc Dimittis (Magdalen College Service)� K. Leighton
�

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: 
		  according to thy word.
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 
Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people;
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles: 
		  and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
		  and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
		  world without end. Amen.

—Luke 2:29–32

*The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth:
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 	

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead,  
and buried: he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen.

*The Responses | Sung by the choir.� B. Rose

The Lord be with you.
	And with thy spirit.



All sit or kneel as the choir continues.

Let us pray.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
	Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
	thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. Amen. 

O Lord, show thy mercy upon us;
		  And grant us thy salvation.
O Lord, keep this nation under thy care;
		  And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 
		  And make thy chosen people joyful.
O Lord, save thy people;
		  And bless thine inheritance.
Give peace in our time, O Lord;
		  Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.
O God, make clean our hearts within us; 
		  And take not thine Holy Spirit from us.

The following Collects are sung.

Almighty God, who seest that we have no power of ourselves to help ourselves: keep us 
both outwardly in our bodies and inwardly in our souls, that we may be defended from all 
adversities which may happen to the body, and from all evil thoughts which may assault 
and hurt the soul; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.



O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: give 
unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give, that both our hearts may be set 
to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee, we being defended from the fear of our 
enemies, may pass our time in rest and quietness: through the merits of Jesus Christ our 
savior. Amen.

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from 
all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Amen.

Anthem

Seek Him that Maketh the Seven Stars� Jonathan Dove
�

Seek him that maketh the seven stars and Orion
and turneth the shadow of death into the morning.
Yea, the darkness shineth as the day, and the night is light about me.
Amen.
� —Amos 5:8; Psalm 139 (adapt.)

Prayers | The prayers conclude with the Prayer of St. John Chrysostom, said by all:

Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplication unto thee; and hast promised through thy well-beloved Son 
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name thou wilt be in the midst 
of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants as may be best 
for us; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come 
life everlasting. Amen.

Benediction

Minister:		 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship  
						     of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. 
People:		  	Amen.



*Closing Hymn | UMH 559

Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation� westminster abbey

Please rise as able as the liturgical party processes out of the chancel. You may be seated for 
the organ voluntary.

Organ Voluntary

Fugue in C Minor, Op. 37, No. 2� F. Mendelssohn
�

TODAY IN WORSHIP

Presiding Minister
Lachlan Hassman ������������������������������������������������������� Associate Vicar, St. Joseph’s Episcopal Church, Durham

Lector
Callah Truett ��������������������������������������������������������������������������Member, St. Joseph’s Episcopal Church, Durham

Musicians
Duke Chapel Evensong Singers �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Choir
Philip Cave ���������������������������������������������������������������������������� Conductor-in-Residence, Duke University Chapel
Katherine Johnson�������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Organ Scholar, Duke University Chapel

The next service of Choral Evensong will be on Palm Sunday, April 13, at 4:00 p.m., and feature J. S. Bach’s 
Cantata 182, “Himmelskönig, Sei Willkommen.”



ENGAGE

Compline During Lent | Candlelight, darkness, chant, and meditative silence are the hallmarks 
of Compline, or Night Prayer. The service has a posture of quietly waiting and hopefully watching 
for the dawn of the resurrection. The Chapel is holding this ancient prayer service on Thursdays 
at 9:00 p.m. during the season of Lent, beginning this Thursday, March 13. The music for the 
services will be led by the Chapel’s Vespers Ensemble.

Pluralism Lecture | A distinguished law professor and author, John Inazu, will speak on 
“Pluralism, Particularity, and Possibility” at Duke University Chapel on Thursday, March 27, 
at 6:00 p.m. The combined lecture and public conversation is the inaugural address in Duke 
Chapel’s Pluralism Lecture series and is also part of the Provost’s Initiative on Pluralism, Free 
Inquiry, and Belonging. A free ticket is required to attend the event. Register at chapel.duke.
edu/pluralismlecturetickets.

Tickets for Spring Oratorio | Tickets are now on sale for our 2025 Spring Oratorio “American 
Voices” on Sunday, March 30, at 4:00 p.m. For the concert, the Duke Chapel Choir and the 
Duke Chorale join forces with Mallarmé Music and the Amalgam Brass for an afternoon of 
music celebrating American poets and composers, past and present. Purchase tickets via Duke 
Box Office at tickets.duke.edu.

Robert Parkins’ Farewell Recital | Robert Parkins’s farewell recital on Sunday, April 6, at 
5:00 p.m. will feature repertoire he performed at dedicatory concerts of the Chapel’s Brombaugh, 
Flentrop, and renovated Aeolian organs, including early Spanish and south German music as well 
as works by Scheidt, Buxtehude, Pierné, Franck, and Gigout. University Organist and a Professor 
of the Practice of Music, Dr. Parkins was first appointed Duke Chapel Organist in the fall of 1975. 
His solo recordings have appeared on the Calcante, Gothic, Loft, Musical Heritage Society, and 
Naxos labels. Free admission.

Vespers for Palm Sunday | The Chapel will hold a special “Bach” Vespers service for Palm 
Sunday on Sunday, April 13,  at 4:00 p.m. The service will feature J. S. Bach’s Cantata for Palm 
Sunday, Himmelskönig, sei willkommen, BWV 182, as well as music from his contemporararies 
Hans Leo Hassler and Andreas Hammerschmidt. Choral Evensong at the Chapel follows the 
liturgy of the Book of Common Prayer and features music from the English cathedral tradition, led 
by the Chapel’s Evensong Singers.



The Enchanting Harmony of Oxford: 
Duke Chapel Evensong Singers 10th Anniversary Tour

The Chapel’s Evensong Singers will embark on a melodious journey through the historic city 
of Oxford, renowned for its prestigious university and stunning architecture. Oxford, often 
referred to as the “City of Dreaming Spires,” boasts a rich heritage and a vibrant cultural scene, 
making it an ideal destination for music lovers and history enthusiasts alike. The University of 
Oxford, established in the twelfth century, is one of the oldest and most esteemed universities 
in the world, offering a picturesque focus for our choir tour.

Nestled along the banks of the River Thames, Oxford boasts an array of beautiful college 
buildings, enchanting gardens, and historic landmarks. As we embark on this tour, we will 
have a unique opportunity to perform in several of the city’s iconic chapels, each steeped in 
tradition and grandeur. If you would like to make a “pilgrimage” to Oxford and join us for 
Evensong each day—or if you would like to help with the costs of this trip: please contact 
chapelmusic@duke.edu.

ITINERARY
Sun 20 July

Mon 21 July
Tue 22 July

Wed 23 July
Thu 24 July

Fri 25 July
Sat 26 July

Sunday Morning service at The University Church, Oxford
Afternoon Choral Evensong at New College
Choral Evensong at Christ Church Cathedral
Choral Evensong at Merton College
Free day
Choral Evensong at Exeter College
Choral Evensong at Magdalen College
Choral Evensong at Christ Church Cathedral with Cathedral Singers




