
BRIDGING FAITH &&  LEARNING

SERVICE OF WORSHIP
Fourth Sunday in Lent

Sunday, March 30, 2025, 11:00 a.m.

Rembrandt Harmenszoon van Rijn, Prodigal Son, 1642.

This morning, we are happy to welcome Duke alumni who have returned to 
campus for Duke’s Reunion Weekend.  Today’s readings focus on redemption, 
reconciliation, and forgiveness. Through a celebration of the Passover, the 
message of reconciliation, and the parable of the forgiving father, readers are 
given a glimpse into God’s character and God’s all-inclusive love.



Gathering
Prelude

The Soul Is Here for Its Own Joy� David Maslanka
� (1943–2017)

Greeting and Call to Worship

*Gathering Hymn | UMH 340

Come, Ye Sinners, Poor and Needy� restoration  

*Prayer of Confession and Words of Assurance 

Minister:		 Holy God, we confess that we are caught in snares of sin
						     and cannot break free.
People: 			 We hoard resources while our neighbors 
						     are hungry and cold.
Minister:		 We speak in ways that silence others.
People: 			 We are silent when we should speak up.
Minister:		 We keep score in our hearts.
People: 			 We let hurts grow into hatred.
All:					   For all these things and for sins only you know,
						     forgive us, Lord. 	Amen.

The minister speaks words of assurance.
 

*Peace | All exchange signs and words of God’s peace.

	Minister:		 The peace of Christ be with you.
	People:			  And also with you.

Proclamation
Prayer for Illumination | In unison:

We praise you, God, that the light of Christ shines in our darkness and 
is never overcome; show us the way we must go to eternal day, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.



*All rise as able

Old Testament Lesson | OT page 188 in pew Bibles.

Joshua 5:9–12

Lector:	 This is the word of the Lord.
People:	 Thanks be to God.

Anthem

From Now On � Justin Paul & Benj Pasek

I saw the sun begin to dim
and felt that winter wind blow cold.
A man learns who is there for him
when the glitter fades and the walls won’t hold.
‘cause from that rubble, what remains can only be what’s true.
If all was lost, there’s more I gained ‘cause it led me back to you.

From now on these eyes will not be blinded by the lights,
from now on what’s waited till tomorrow starts tonight.
Let this promise in me start, like an anthem in my heart,
from now on.

I drank champagne with kings and queens,
the politicians praised my name.
But those were someone else’s dreams
the pitfalls of the man I became.
For years and years, I chased their cheers,
a crazy speed of always needing more.
But when I stop and see you here, I remember who all this was for. 

From now on…
� —Justin Paul & Benj Pasek

New Testament Lesson | NT pages 170–171 in pew Bibles.

2 Corinthians 5:16–21

Lector:	 This is the word of the Lord.
People:	 Thanks be to God.



Anthem

Flesh and Bone � Emma Nissen

Imperfect, but complete
I’ve found completion at your feet
And I’m one out of a hundred sheep
But you know me and how my heart beats

And when I’m hurting I know where to turn
I’ve seen it time and time again
You leave the ninety-nine just for the one

The hosts of heaven saying
Come as you are and I’ll give you a home
Come as you are, you don’t have to be lone sons and daughters
Flesh and bone

I may being walking a path of my own
But it feels good here I’m learning what’s home
And if I stay here for days to come
I know you always loving me
For the good in my bones

There’s no one way to look like a child of God
Though the world may say it simply isn’t true

� —Emma Nissen

*Gospel Lesson | NT pages 73–74 in pew Bibles.

Luke 15:1–3, 11b–32�

			  Lector:		 This is the word of the Lord.
			  People:		 Thanks be to God.

Sermon



Response
*Response Hymn | UMH 348

Softly and Tenderly Jesus Is Calling � thompson

*Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth:

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried: he descended into hell; the third day 
he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come  
to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion 
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen.

Call to Prayer

Minister: 		 The Lord be with you.
People:			  And also with you.
Minister:		 Let us pray.

Prayers of the People | The congregation responds to each petition:

People:			  Hear our prayer.

Offertory 

Italian Concerto, BWV 971� Johann Sebastian Bach
			  I. Allegro � (1685–1750)



*Doxology� erhalt uns, herr

Thanksgiving
*Prayer of Thanksgiving

*The Lord’s Prayer | All are encouraged to pray the Lord’s Prayer in the language 
of their choosing.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

Sending Forth
*Benediction

*Sending Hymn | UMH 378

 Amazing Grace � amazing grace

Postlude

Toccata in F, BuxWV 157� Dieterich Buxtehude
� (c. 1637–1707) 
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TODAY IN WORSHIP

Presiding Ministers
Luke A. Powery�����������������������������������������������������������������������������Dean, Duke University Chapel
Lyn Pace���������������������������������������������� Assistant Dean of Religious Life, Duke University Chapel

Preacher
William H. Lamar IV��������������������� Pastor, Metropolitan African Methodist Episcopal Church; 

Divinity ’99

Lectors
Carole Ann Klove�������������������� Duke University Chapel Advisory Board Member; Nursing ’80
Max Perkins������������������������������������������������������� Duke Alumni Board Vice President; Trinity ’04

Musicians
Saxophone Quartet ������������������������������������������������������� Department of Music, Duke University
Susan Fancher���������������������������������������������������������� Lecturing Fellow of Music, Duke University
Something Borrowed, Something Blue����������������������������� A Cappella Group, Duke University
Zebulon Highben����������������������������������������� Director of Chapel Music, Duke University Chapel
Robert Parkins�������������������������������������������������������������������University Organist, Duke University
Chad Fothergill����������������������������������������������������������� Chapel Organist, Duke University Chapel
Mitchell Eithun �������������������������������������������������� Chapel Carillonneur, Duke University Chapel

Head Usher
Ken Arneson������������������������������������������������������������������� Member, Congregation at Duke Chapel

Today’s Guest Preacher | Today’s Wilkinson guest preacher is the Rev. William H. 
Lamar IV. Rev. Lamar is pastor of Metropolitan African Methodist Episcopal Church in 
Washington, D.C., where he has served since 2014. Under his leadership, the congregation 
has grown, and its ministries have achieved a significant impact in the local communities it 
serves. His efforts to embody justice in community have been featured in The Washington 
Post, The New York Times, The Los Angeles Times, US News and World Report, and the 
Afro-American and on WNYC’s The Takeaway, NPR’s 1A, NPR’s All Things Considered, 

Memorial Chapel Communion | Immediately following the postlude, a brief 
communion service will be held in Memorial Chapel; worship guides for the 
service are available near the entrance. Following communion, the minister 
will be available to offer prayers and anointing.



University Prayer of Thanksgiving | Each week, we focus on a different campus 
unit, school, or department for whom to give thanks to God for their service and 
contributions to the wider university community and beyond. Today, we give thanks 
for all Duke Alumni. 

Restrooms in Divinity School | Public restrooms are available in the Divinity 
School. To access them, exit the Chapel through the main front doors and enter the 
Divinity School. Restrooms are along the hallway in the Divinity School.

Tour After the Service | Learn about the history, architecture, and life of Duke 
Chapel on a tour immediately following the service. The tour is free and lasts about 
forty-five minutes. Meet the docent outside in front of the Chapel.

ENGAGE

MSNBC’s The Reid Out, and PBS’s News Hour. Most recently, Rev. Lamar helped to 
design Metropolitan’s Sankofa Christian Parenting project, an initiative funded by the 
Lilly Endowment, to promote parenting practices that are rooted in Black faith and cultural 
traditions. A native of Macon, Georgia, Rev. Lamar earned a Bachelor of Science in public 
management from Florida Agricultural and Mechanical University in 1996. In 1999, he 
earned a Master of Divinity degree from Duke Divinity School. He is currently a doctoral 
candidate in African American Preaching and Sacred Rhetoric at Christian Theological 
Seminary, one of the oldest seminaries in the country.

Today’s Arrangements of Greenery | The chancel area arrangements for Lent are given to 
the glory of God by the Elizabeth Lucina Gotham Memorial Chapel Endowment.

Liturgical Acknowledgments | Prayer for Illumination. Adapted from A New Zealand 
Prayer Book, He Karakia Mihinare o Aotearoa, The Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New 
Zealand, and Polynesia, 1988. Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow. Text: Thomas 
Ken (1637–1711). Music, erhalt uns, herr: J. Klug, Geistliche Lieder (1543).

Today’s Offering | All of today’s cash offerings and checks written to Duke University 
Chapel will be used to support mission trips sent out from the Chapel.



ENGAGE

Spring Oratorio | The 2025 Spring Oratorio “American Voices” is today at 4:00 
p.m. For the concert, the Duke Chapel Choir and the Duke Chorale join forces 
with Mallarmé Music and the Amalgam Brass for an afternoon of music celebrating 
American poets and composers, past and present. Purchase tickets at the door or 
in advance via the Duke Box Office at tickets.duke.edu.

Poetry Workshop | An award-winning poet, Dasan Ahanu will lead a workshop 
on writing poetry and discuss his latest book of poems, A Month of Sundays, a 
tribute to the Black church and Black faith, at an event this Wednesday, April 
2, from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m. in the Divinity School’s Westbrook Room 0012. A 
performance artist, community organizer, and scholar, Ahanu is a co-founder and 
managing director of Black Poetry Theatre, a Durham-based theatre company 
that creates and produces original poetry and spoken word-based productions. 
Dinner will be provided for those who RSVP by Monday, March 31, to J Sterrett 
at j.sterrett@duke.edu.

Robert Parkins’s Farewell Recital | Robert Parkins’s farewell recital next 
Sunday, April 6, at 5:00 p.m. will feature repertoire he performed at dedicatory 
concerts of the Chapel’s Brombaugh, Flentrop, and renovated Aeolian organs, 
including early Spanish and south German music as well as works by Scheidt, 
Buxtehude, Pierné, Franck, and Gigout. University Organist and a Professor of 
the Practice of Music, Dr. Parkins was first appointed Duke Chapel Organist in 
the fall of 1975. His solo recordings have appeared on the Calcante, Gothic, Loft, 
Musical Heritage Society, and Naxos labels. Free admission.

Theology Underground | The next meeting of Theology Underground will be 
an online session on Thursday, April 10, at 6:30 p.m. The Chapel’s Rev. Racquel 
Gill will lead a conversation on African Spirituality and August Wilson with 
special guest with Rev. Dr. Otis Moss III, pastor of Trinity United Church of 
Christ in Chicago. Learn more and find the link to participate at chapel.duke.
edu/theologyunderground.



ENGAGE

Holy Week and Easter | Join us April 13–20, as we move through the passion, 
death, and resurrection of Christ with worship services for Holy Week and Easter. 
See the full schedule at chapel.duke.edu/holyweek.

•	 Palm Sunday Service – Sunday, April 13, at 11:00 a.m.
•	 Palm Sunday Choral Evensong – Sunday, April 13, at 4:00 p.m.
•	 Holy Week Midday Services – April 14–17 at 12-noon
•	 Maundy Thursday Service – Thursday, April 17, at 7:00 p.m.
•	 Procession of the Stations of the Cross – Friday, April 18, at 11:30 a.m. 

on the Duke Chapel Quad
•	 Good Friday Noon Service – Friday, April 18, at 12-noon
•	 Good Friday Tenebrae – Friday, April 18, at 7:30 p.m.
•	 Easter Sunrise Service – Sunday, April 20, at 6:30 a.m. in Duke Gardens 

(because the Gardens’ visitor center is undergoing renovations, please see 
our website for special parking instructions)

•	 Easter Service with Holy Communion – Sunday, April 20, at 9:00 a.m.
•	 Easter Day Service – Sunday, April 20, at 11:00 a.m.
•	 Easter Day Choral Evensong – Sunday, April 20, at 4:00 p.m.

Chorworks Summer Program in Early Music  | Applications are invited from 
talented, early-career singers to participate in a week-long workshop on J. S. Bach’s 
sacred music: the Missa in A major and motets by the Bach family. Through Duke 
Chapel, the nonprofit organization Chorworks is offering this summer program “J. S. 
Bach: Mass & Motets” from June 16 to 22, 2025, at Duke University. The workshop 
is led by Dr. Philip Cave, executive director of Chorworks and conductor-in-residence 
at Duke Chapel, who is joined by leading guest artist instructors. The application 
deadline is April 30. Learn more and apply at chapel.duke.edu/chorworks.

PathWays Fellowship Applications | Applications are now open for the 
Chapel’s PathWays Fellowship. It is a one- to two-year-long (August 15 to May 
15) residential program for students in any of Duke’s graduate programs that offers 
opportunities for vocational exploration, mentorship, service, and formation deeply 
rooted in the Durham community and the fellows’ Christian Traditions. PathWays 
Fellows live, study, and learn together in the PathWays House in Durham’s West End 
neighborhood, which is walking distance from both Duke campus and downtown 
Durham. The priority deadline for applications is April 15, 2025. Learn more and 
apply at chapel.duke.edu/pathways.



ENGAGE

Stations of the Cross | Throughout the season of Lent, the Chapel is displaying 
the paintings of the Stations of the Cross by Margaret Adams Parker. The series of 
fourteen panels depicts Christ’s journey to the cross with contemporary figures 
rendered in muted browns. Parker focuses in these paintings on Christ’s strength 
in the face of suffering and the intimacy of his encounters with others on his Via 
Dolorosa (“Way of Suffering”).

Compline During Lent | Candlelight, darkness, mystical chant, and meditative 
silence are the hallmarks of Compline, or Night Prayer. The service has a posture of 
quietly waiting and hopefully watching for the dawn of the resurrection. The Chapel 
is holding this ancient prayer service on Thursdays at 9:00 p.m. during the season 
of Lent. The music for the services will be led by members of the Chapel’s choirs.

Christian Education Classes | All Sunday morning classes meet in the lowest 
level of Duke Divinity School (across the Chapel quad from Page Auditorium) from 
9:45–10:45 a.m. Come early for refreshments at 9:30 a.m. New participants are 
welcome at any time. Contact congregation@duke.edu for additional information.

Wee Praise: Children ages 0–3 along with parent(s) or caregiver(s) in 0011 
Westbrook
Godly Play: Children ages 4–1st graders in 0054 Langford
Godly Play Advanced: Children in 2nd–5th grades in 0050 Langford 
Youth Program: Youth 6th–12th graders will explore a survey of the Old 
Testament in 0015 Westbrook
Adult Bible Study and Adult Forum: April 6 – Lenten Study of Kate Bowler’s 
study, “The Hardest Part” on Love, John 12:1–8 in Westbrook 0012 and over 
Zoom.



congregation.chapel.duke.edu
919-684-3917

The Congregation at Duke University Chapel 
joyfully welcomes all persons regardless of age, 
race, class, origin, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, or any other distinction and invites 
membership and participation in all of its 
ministries.

Please email congregation@duke.edu to receive 
the weekly eNews.

chapel.duke.edu
919-681-9488

401 Chapel Drive
Campus Box 90974
Durham, NC 27708

dukechapel@duke.edu

Connect with us

@DukeChapel
#FindSanctuary

LET’S KEEP IN TOUCH

We would like to get to know you. What are your 
questions? What is your story? Take a moment 
to fill out a brief form, and a Chapel minister or 
other staff member will contact you soon. Scan the 
QR code or visit chapel.duke.edu/connect.

ACCESSIBILITY 
 

Hearing assistance units, as well as large-print worship guides and hymnals, are 
available at the AV console in the rear of the Chapel. There, you can also find 
directions to download a listen-assist app on your phone.  Please let us know if 
you need other accommodations by approaching a minister or usher, or email us 
at dukechapel@duke.edu.


