
CHORAL EVENSONG
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany

Sunday, February 9, 2025, 4:00 p.m.BRIDGING FAITH &&  LEARNING

Welcome to Choral Evensong at Duke Chapel. You are welcome here, whether you are a 
student, a member of the community, or a visitor. Most of today’s service is sung by the 
choir and clergy. The congregation is invited to participate through prayer and meditation 
and by singing the hymns. We thank you for joining us and hope that this offering of 
worship will be a blessing to you.

Shigeru Ban, Cardboard Cathedral, transitional Christchurch Cathedral in New Zealand, 2013.



CHORAL EVENSONG AT DUKE CHAPEL 
	
	

Choral Evensong combines music, scripture, and prayer and is celebrated in cathedrals, 
churches, and chapels around the world, drawing people from diverse backgrounds and 
faith traditions. Its roots stretch back to early Temple worship, and its timeless beauty and 
contemplative nature make it a cherished tradition for regular worshipers, and for those seeking 
solace or reflection in their busy lives. Evensong has inspired composers to write some of their 
most beautiful music. We hope that these services will provide a restorative and uplifting 
experience. The services are live-streamed and archived on Duke Chapel’s YouTube page.

*     *     *

This semester, our music is tied to the theme of Light. Whether it is dawn’s early glow, the 
blaze of the noon-tide sun, or the gentle light of evening, Light has inspired writers, painters, 
composers, and musicians to create wonderful reflections on light and darkness. In February, 
Evensong Singers’ annual concert is entitled “Lux Aeterna,” and comprises a variety of music 
both old and new exploring themes of Eternal Light. Several of these works will also be performed 
during our Evensong services. Please see details later in this worship guide.

Today’s service of Choral Evensong begins with David Hill’s setting of verses from Psalm 27, 
Dominus Illuminatio mea. The choir provides a rich accompaniment of sustained chords alongside 
a chant-like melody. Four soloists pass the psalm text back and forth, weaving above and below 
the register of the choir. The modal accompaniment and wandering melody communicate both 
the psalmist’s confidence in God as “light and salvation” and the parallel question, “whom then 
shall I fear?“

The musical theme of light continues with Matthew Martin’s Te lucis ante terminum. This 
compline hymn setting opens relatively simply, with the chant melody introduced by the sopranos, 
before building in dynamic and chromaticism to the invocation of the Trinity in the final verse. 

Light Eternal by Cecilia McDowall combines text by British-American poet Denise Levertov 
with a portion of the Requiem Mass text. The sunlight at the beginning of Levertov’s poem At 
David’s Grave is paralleled by the Requiem’s plea for perpetual light. The service concludes with 
Lucy Walker’s setting of the tenth century hymn text, O Nata Lux. Composed in 2022 for the 
Choir of Pembroke College in Cambridge, Walker’s ethereal harmonies animate the wonder and 
mystery of a savior “born of light.”



Organ Voluntary

Prélude (Suite for Organ, Op. 5) �  Maurice Duruflé
		�    (1902–1986)

Introit �
�

Dominus Illuminatio mea � David Hill
�

The Lord is my light and my salvation; whom then shall I fear?
the Lord is the strength of my life; of whom then shall I be afraid?
Dominus illuminatio.

� —Psalm 27:1, 7

Please rise as able as the liturgical party processes into the chancel.

*Opening Responses | Sung by the choir.� Bernard Rose
� (1916–1996)

O Lord, open thou our lips.
			  And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 
O God, make speed to save us.
			  O Lord, make haste to help us. 
Glory be to the Father, 
			  and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
			  world without end. Amen.
Praise ye the Lord.
			  The Lord’s name be praised.

Psalmody

Psalm 48� Plainsong
�

Great is the Lord, and highly to be praised: 
		  in the city of our God, even upon his holy hill.
The hill of Sion is a fair place, and the joy of the whole earth: 
		  upon the north-side lieth the city of the great King; 
		  God is well known in her palaces as a sure refuge.

*All rise as able



For lo, the kings of the earth: 
		  are gathered, and gone by together.
They marvelled to see such things: 
		  they were astonished, and suddenly cast down.
Fear came there upon them, and sorrow: 
		  as upon a woman in her travail.
Thou shalt break the ships of the sea: 
		  through the east-wind.
Like as we have heard, so have we seen in the city of the Lord of hosts, 
in the city of our God: 
		  God upholdeth the same for ever.
We wait for thy loving-kindness, O God: 
		  in the midst of thy temple.
O God, according to thy Name, so is thy praise unto the world’s end: 
		  thy right hand is full of righteousness.
Let the mount Sion rejoice, and the daughters of Judah be glad: 
		  because of thy judgements.
Walk about Sion, and go round about her: 
		  and tell the towers thereof.
Mark well her bulwarks, set up her houses: 
		  that ye may tell them that come after.
For this God is our God for ever and ever: 
		  he shall be our guide unto death.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
		  and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
		  world without end. Amen.

The First Lesson | OT pages 697–698 in pew Bibles.

Isaiah 6:1–13

			  Lector:		 The word of the Lord.
			  People:		 Thanks be to God.



Office Hymn | Sung by the choir.�
�

Te lucis ante terminum� Matthew Martin
�

Te lucis ante terminum,
Rerum Creator, poscimus,
Ut pro tua clementia,
Sis praesul et custodia.

Procul recedant somnia,
Et noctium phantasmata:
Hostemque nostrum comprime,
Ne polluantur corpora.

Praesta, Pater piissime,
Patrique compar Unice,
Cum Spiritu Paraclito,
Regnans per omne saeculum.
Amen.

Before the ending of the day,
Creator of the world, we pray,
that with thy wonted favour thou
wouldst be our guard and keeper now.

From all ill dreams defend our eyes,
from nightly fears and fantasies;
tread under foot our ghostly foe,
that no pollution we may know.

O Father, that we ask be done,
through Jesus Christ thine only Son,
who, with the Holy Ghost and thee,
doth live and reign eternally. 
Amen.

� —Trans. John Mason Neale (1818–1866)

*Canticle

Magnificat (Evening Service in F)� George Dyson
� (1883–1964)

My soul doth magnify the Lord: 
		  and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my savior. 
For he hath regarded the lowliness of his handmaiden. 
For behold, from henceforth: 
		  all generations shall call me blessed. 
For he that is mighty hath magnified me, and holy is his name. 
And his mercy is on them that fear him, throughout all generations. 
He hath showed strength with his arm: 
		  he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. 
He hath put down the mighty from their seat: 
		  and hath exalted the humble and meek. 



He hath filled the hungry with good things: 
		  and the rich he hath sent empty away. 
He remembering his mercy hath holpen his servant Israel: 
		  as he promised to our forefathers, Abraham and his seed for ever.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
		  and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
		  world without end. Amen.

—Luke 1:46–55

The Second Lesson | NT page 165 in pew Bibles.

1 Corinthians 15:1–11

			  Lector:		 The word of the Lord.
			  People:		 Thanks be to God.

*Canticle

Nunc Dimittis (Evening Service in F)� G. Dyson
�

Lord, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace: 
		  according to thy word.
For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, 
Which thou hast prepared before the face of all people;
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles: 
		  and to be the glory of thy people Israel. 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
		  and to the Holy Ghost; 
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
		  world without end. Amen.

—Luke 2:29–32



*The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth:
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 	

born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead,  
and buried: he descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead;  
he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. 

Amen.

*The Responses | Sung by the choir.� B. Rose

The Lord be with you.
	And with thy spirit.

All sit or kneel as the choir continues.

Let us pray.
Lord, have mercy upon us.
Christ, have mercy upon us.
	Lord, have mercy upon us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come, 
	thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. Amen. 

O Lord, show thy mercy upon us;
		  And grant us thy salvation.
O Lord, keep this nation under thy care;
		  And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee. 
Endue thy ministers with righteousness; 
		  And make thy chosen people joyful.



O Lord, save thy people;
		  And bless thine inheritance.
Give peace in our time, O Lord;
		  Because there is none other that fighteth for us, but only thou, O God.
O God, make clean our hearts within us; 
		  And take not thine Holy Spirit from us.

The following Collects are sung.

Set us free, O God, from the bondage of our sins and give us,we beseech thee, the liberty 
of that abundant life which thou hast manifested to us in thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ; 
who liveth and reigneth with thee, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for 
ever. Amen.

O God, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works do proceed: give 
unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot give, that both our hearts may be set 
to obey thy commandments, and also that by thee, we being defended from the fear of our 
enemies, may pass our time in rest and quietness: through the merits of Jesus Christ our 
savior. Amen.

Lighten our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy defend us from 
all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only Son, our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Amen.

Anthem

Light Eternal� Cecilia McDowall

Yes, he is here in this 
open field, in sunlight, among
the few young trees set out
to modify the bare facts—
he’s here, but only
because we are here.
When we go, he goes with us
to be your hands that never 
do violence, your eyes 



that wonder, your lives
that daily praise life
by living it, by laughter.
He is never alone here,
never cold in the field of graves.

Lux aeterna
May eternal light shine upon them, O Lord,
with thy saints forever, for thou art merciful. Lux aeterna.
Grant them eternal rest, O Lord,
and may perpetual light shine upon them. Lux aeterna.

� —Denise Levertov (1923–1997); Requiem Mass

Prayers | The prayers conclude with the Prayer of St. John Chrysostom, said by all:

Almighty God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to make our 
common supplication unto thee; and hast promised through thy well-beloved Son 
that when two or three are gathered together in his Name thou wilt be in the midst 
of them: Fulfill now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants as may be best 
for us; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the world to come 
life everlasting. Amen.

Benediction

Minister:		 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship  
						     of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. 
People:		  	Amen.

Choral Benediction

O Nata Lux� Lucy Walker

O nata lux de lumine, Jesu redemptor saeculi,
Dignare clemens supplicum laudes precesque sumere. 
Qui carne quondam contegi dignatus es pro perditis
Nos membra confer effici Tui beati corporis. 



TODAY IN WORSHIP

Presiding Minister
Allen Waller���������������������������������������������������������������������� Rector, St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church, Raleigh, N.C.

Lector
Matthew Alexander���������������������������������������������������� Member, St. Timothy’s Episcopal Church, Raleigh, N.C.

Musicians
Duke Chapel Evensong Singers �������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Choir
Philip Cave ���������������������������������������������������������������������������� Conductor-in-Residence, Duke University Chapel
Katherine Johnson�������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Organ Scholar, Duke University Chapel

The next service of Choral Evensong will be on Sunday, March 9, at 4:00 p.m.

O Light born of Light, Jesus, redeemer of the world,
Mercifully deign to accept the praises and prayers of your suppliants.
O you who once deigned to be hidden in flesh on behalf of the lost,
grant us to be made members of your blessed body. 

� —Cantiones Sacrae (1575); trans. Edmund H. Fellowes

Please stand as the liturgical party processes out of the chancel. You may be seated for the 
organ voluntary.

Organ Voluntary

Fugue (Organ Sonata No. 2) � Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy 
� (1809–1847)
�



ENGAGE

Organ Recital Next Sunday | Dr. James Kibbie will perform on the Chapel’s Flentrop 
organ next Sunday, February 16, at 5:00 p.m. Admission is free. His program will feature 
music by Bach, Mozart, Price, Ropek, and Sowande. Renowned as an authority on the 
organ music of Johann Sebastian Bach, he has recorded the complete Bach works on 
historic baroque organs in Germany, garnering enthusiastic critical acclaim.

Evensong Singers 10th Anniversary Tour to Oxford | In July, the Chapel’s 
Evensong Singers will be traveling to the City and University of Oxford, U.K., for a week’s 
Residency. Unlike a traditional stay based in a single location, we will take advantage of 
the architectural riches of the city, with its many wonderful college chapels, churches, and 
cathedral, and each day we will sing Choral Evensong in a different location. The dates of 
our stay are July 19–27 and further details will be forthcoming. Perhaps you would like to 
make our own “pilgrimage” to Oxford and join us for Evensong each day. Please contact 
chapelmusic@duke.edu for more information.

LUX AETERNA—LIGHT ETERNAL 

Duke Chapel Evensong Singers Spring Concert 
Sunday, February 23, at 4:00 p.m. in Duke Chapel.  
Admission is free and all are welcome.

Music on the theme of LIGHT 
by Thomas Tallis, William Byrd, David Hill, David Briggs, Henry Balfour Gardiner, 
Matthew Martin, Cecilia McDowall, and Lucy Walker

Duke Chapel Evensong Singers
Philip Cave, director
Katherine Johnson, organ




