
BRIDGING FAITH &&  LEARNING

SERVICE OF WORSHIP
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany

Sunday, February 8, 2026, 11:00 a.m.

Today’s scripture readings exhort their hearers to follow God's will. The reading 
from Isaiah critiques those who focus on fasting while also oppressing their 
workers. Instead, the humility God desires is “to loose the bonds of injustice, to 
undo the straps of the yoke, to let the oppressed go free, and to break every yoke.” 
In Matthew’s gospel, Jesus gives a similar encouragement to his hearers. He says 
his followers should be salt and light, letting their light shine before others, so 
that their good works may be seen and God may be glorified.

Edie Mae Herrel, Let Your Light Shine, 1974.



*All rise as able

Gathering
Carillon

Prelude

Pièce d’Orgue, BWV 572� Johann Sebastian Bach  
� (1685–1750) 

Greeting and Call to Worship

*Gathering Hymn | UMH 103

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise� st. denio  

*Prayer of Confession and Words of Assurance | In unison: 

Most merciful God, we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves. We are truly sorry, and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, and walk in your ways to the glory of 
your name. Amen.		

The minister speaks words of assurance.
 

*Peace | All exchange signs and words of God’s peace.

	Minister:		 The peace of Christ be with you.
	People:			  And also with you.

Proclamation
Prayer for Illumination | In unison:

Almighty God, through your word and Spirit, set us free from the 
bondage of our sins, and give us the liberty of that abundant life which 
you have made known to us in your Son our Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.



Old Testament Lesson | OT page 647 in pew Bibles.

Isaiah 58:1–12

Lector:	 The word of the Lord.
People:	 Thanks be to God.

Psalmody

The Lord Is My Light� Jean Berger 
� (1909–2002) 
�

The Lord is my light and my salvation;
whom should I fear?
The Lord is the refuge of my life;
of whom then should I go in dread?
When evildoers close in on me,
it is my enemies who stumble and fall.
If an army should encamp against me,
my heart would feel no fear.
The Lord is my light and my salvation.
Hallelujah.

� —Psalm 27:1–3

*Gospel Lesson | NT page 4 in pew Bibles.

Matthew 5:13–20�

			  Lector:		 The word of the Lord.
			  People:		 Thanks be to God.

Sermon

Salting the Earth By Hand

Response
*Response Hymn | UMH 581

Lord, Whose Love Through Humble Service� beach spring  



Call to Prayer

Minister:		 The Lord be with you.
People:			  And also with you.
Minister:		 Let us pray.

Prayers of the People | The congregation responds to each petition:

People:			  Hear our prayer.

Offertory Anthem

Weary of All Trumpeting� Zebulon M. Highben 

Weary of all trumpeting, weary of all killing,
weary of all songs that sing promise, nonfulfilling,
we would raise, O Christ, one song: we would join in singing
that great music pure and strong, wherewith heaven is ringing.

Captain Christ, O lowly Lord, Servant King, your dying
bade us sheathe the foolish sword, bade us cease denying.
Trumpet with your Spirit’s breath through each height and hollow;
into your self-giving death, call us all to follow.

To the triumph of your cross summon all the living;
summon us to live by loss, gaining all by giving.
Suffering all, that all may see triumph in surrender;
leaving all, that we may be partners in your splendor.
�

� —Martin Franzmann (1907–1976)

*Doxology� lasst uns erfreuen

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below; Alleluia, Alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Alleluia, Alleluia,
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.



Thanksgiving and Holy Communion
*The Great Thanksgiving | Musical setting A, found on page 17 in the hymnal.

*The Lord’s Prayer | All are encouraged to pray the Lord’s Prayer in the language 
of their choosing.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.

Sharing of the Bread and Wine | All who love Christ, earnestly repent of their 
sins, and seek to be at peace with God and neighbor are invited to receive 
Communion. Bread and wine are used for Communion. After a server places 
bread in your hands, you may receive wine by dipping your bread into the 
chalice. If you desire gluten-free bread or grape juice, these are available from 
servers at the front near Memorial Chapel and near the back opposite the 
attendant’s desk. If you will not receive Communion, you are welcome to come 
forward to receive a blessing, indicated by crossing your arms over your chest.

Communion Anthem

Lamb of God (Missa Brevis No. 4) � Eleanor Daley 
			 

O Lamb of God that takest away the sin of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God that takest away the sin of the world,
have mercy upon us.
O Lamb of God that takest away the sin of the world,
grant us thy peace.

� —Ordinary of the Mass

Communion Hymn | UMH 206

I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light� houston

*Post-Communion Prayer



Sending Forth
*Benediction

*Sending Hymn | UMH 428

For the Healing of the Nations� cwm rhondda

Postlude

Tuba Magna� John Madden

Carillon

TODAY IN WORSHIP

Presiding Ministers
Luke A. Powery�����������������������������������������������������������������������������Dean, Duke University Chapel
Lyn Pace���������������������������������������������� Assistant Dean of Religious Life, Duke University Chapel

Preacher
Barbara Brown Taylor ������������������������������������������������������� Author, Teacher, and Episcopal Priest

Lectors
Samuel Zorek ��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Law ’28
Meg Greto����������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Chapel Scholar; Divinity ’26

Musicians
Duke Chapel Choir�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Choir
Zebulon Highben����������������������������������������� Director of Chapel Music, Duke University Chapel
David Lim���������������������������������������������������������� Chapel Organ Scholar, Duke University Chapel
Mitchell Eithun �������������������������������������������������� Chapel Carillonneur, Duke University Chapel

Head Usher
Ken Arneson������������������������������������������������������������������� Member, Congregation at Duke Chapel
Pete Acker ����������������������������������������������������������������������� Member, Congregation at Duke Chapel



Today’s Guest Preacher | Today’s Goodson guest preacher is the Rev. Barbara Brown 
Taylor. She is a best-selling author, teacher, and Episcopal priest. Her first memoir, 
Leaving Church, won an Author of the Year award from the Georgia Writers Association 
in 2006. Her next three books earned places on the New York Times bestseller list. Her 
latest book, Always a Guest, was released in October 2020 by Westminster John Knox 
Press. Rev. Taylor has served on the faculties of Piedmont College, Emory University, 
Mercer University, Columbia Seminary, Oblate School of Theology, and the Certificate 
in Theological Studies program at Arrendale State Prison for Women in Alto, Georgia. 
She was named to the TIME 100 list of Most Influential People in 2014 and has also 
been awarded Georgia Woman of the Year and the Emory Medal from Emory University, 
among many other distinctions and honorary degrees.

Today’s Offering | All of today’s cash offerings and checks  written to Duke University 
Chapel will be used to support the Chapel’s Development Fund for Mission and Ministry. 
You are invited to give online at chapel.duke.edu/offering. You may also give directly to the 
Congregation at Duke University Chapel by check written to the Congregation at Duke 
University Chapel or online at congregation.chapel.duke.edu and access the giving link. 
Send checks to: Duke University Chapel, Box 90974, Durham, NC 27708-0974.

Liturgical Acknowledgments | Prayer for Illumination. Adapted from The Episcopal 
Church, The Book of Common Prayer (New York: Church Publishing Incorporated, 1979).



congregation.chapel.duke.educongregation.chapel.duke.edu
919-684-3917

congregation@duke.educongregation@duke.edu

ACCESSIBILITY 
 
Hearing assistance technology, as well as large-print worship guides and 
hymnals, is available at the AV console in the rear of the Chapel. For other 
accommodations, please approach a minister or usher.

401 Chapel Drive, Campus Box 90974, Durham, NC 27708

LEARN MORE AND ENGAGE

Scan the QR codes to learn more about the missions and ministries of Duke 
Chapel and the Congregation at Duke University Chapel. Also, read this week’s 
announcements, see upcoming events, and find out how to engage with the 
Chapel and the Congregation.

chapel.duke.educhapel.duke.edu
919-681-9488

dukechapel@duke.edudukechapel@duke.edu

RESTROOMS

For public restrooms, exit the Chapel through the main front doors and turn left 
to enter the Divinity School. Restrooms are along the Divinity School hallway.

TOURS

Meet a docent outside in front of the Chapel immediately following the service 
for a free, forty-five minute tour of Duke Chapel’s history, architecture, and life.


