
BRIDGING FAITH &&  LEARNING

SERVICE OF WORSHIP
Baptism of Our Lord

Sunday, January 12, 2025, 11:00 a.m.

The Epiphany season celebrates the revealing of Christ. Traditionally it 
marks three events: the visit of the Magi, the baptism of Christ, and his 
first miracle—Jesus’s transforming water into wine at Cana. Today, we 
celebrate the Baptism of our Lord, even as we remember our own baptisms.  
In remembering, we recall three elements of our baptism: the stripping of  
all that stands between us and God, the washing in the water that cleanses us  
and drowns our sin, and our being clothed in the garments of righteousness,  
the new vocation of discipleship. Therefore today is a call to holiness of  
life and renewed vocation.

Jorge Cocco Santangelo, Baptism of Christ, 21st century.



Gathering
Carillon

Prelude

Andante religioso� Franz Liszt
� (1811–1886)

Greeting and Call to Worship

*Gathering Hymn | UMH 139

Praise to the Lord, the Almighty� lobe den herren

*Prayer of Confession and Words of Assurance | The minister offers words of 
confession in three biddings to which the congregation responds as follows:

Minister:		 Lord have mercy.
	People:			  Lord have mercy.

Minister:		 Christ have mercy.
	People:			  Christ have mercy.

Minister:		 Lord have mercy.
	People:			  Lord have mercy.

The minister speaks words of assurance.

*Peace | All exchange signs and words of God’s peace.

	Minister:		 The peace of Christ be with you.
	People:			  And also with you.

Proclamation
Prayer for Illumination | In unison:

Heavenly Father, at the Jordan you revealed Jesus as your Son: as we hear 
your word this morning, may we recognize him as our Lord and know 
ourselves to be your beloved children, through Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen.

*All rise as able



Old Testament Lesson | OT pages 631–632 in pew Bibles.

Isaiah 43:1–7

Lector:	 This is the word of the Lord.
People:	 Thanks be to God.

Anthem

The Waters of Life� James Biery
�

The Father’s voice calls us above the waters.
The glory of the Son shines on us.
The love of the Spirit fills us with life. 

� —Ancient Christian hymn, trans. ICEL

New Testament Lesson | NT page 118 in pew Bibles.

Acts 8:14–17

			  Lector:		 The word of the Lord.
			  People:		 Thanks be to God.

*Gradual Hymn | See printed hymn at the end of worship guide, stanzas 1–2.

Down Galilee’s Slow Roadways� merle’s tune

*Gospel Lesson | NT page 56 in pew Bibles. 

Luke 3:15–17, 21–22

			  Lector:		 This is the word of the Lord.
			  People:		 Thanks be to God.

*Gradual Hymn | See printed hymn at the end of worship guide, stanza 3.

Down Galilee’s Slow Roadways� merle’s tune



Sermon

Spirit Speech

Response 
*Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth:

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the 
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried: he descended into hell; the third day he 
rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand 
of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen.	

Call to Prayer

Minister:		 The Lord be with you.
People:			  And also with you.
Minister:		 Let us pray.

Prayers of the People | The congregation responds to each petition:

People:			  Hear our prayer.

Offertory 

God, Bless Us and Keep Us� Robert Buckley Farlee
�

God, bless us and keep us and make us a blessing,
a sign of your mercies outnumb’ring the stars.
Enliven our labor with love for our neighbor,
the harvest of grateful and grace-bearing hearts.



Christ, shine on our path as the flame of good courage,
a light in the darkness, the dawn of our days.
With kindness uphold us, defend us, and clothe us
in garments of gladness and garlands of praise.

Pour out on all people your bountiful Spirit—
new visions she wakens, sweet wisdom she breathes.
Today and tomorrow, in joy and in sorrow, 
in life and in death, ever, God, give us peace. 

—Susan Ruth Briehl

*Doxology� lasst uns erfreuen

Praise God from whom all blessings flow;
Praise God, all creatures here below; Alleluia, Alleluia!
Praise God above, ye heavenly host,
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Alleluia, Alleluia,
Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia.

Thanksgiving
*Prayer of Thanksgiving

*The Lord’s Prayer | All are encouraged to pray the Lord’s Prayer in the language 
of their choosing.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.
Amen.



Sending Forth
*Choral Benediction

The Spirit of the Lord� Zebulon M. Highben
�

May the Spirit of the Lord rest upon you,
the Spirit of wisdom and understanding,
the Spirit of counsel and might,
the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.
Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel,
who alone has done wondrous things.  

—Isaiah 11:2 and Psalm 72:18, adapt.

*Benediction

*Sending Hymn | UMH 604 

Praise and Thanksgiving Be to God� christe sanctorum

Postlude

Christ, unser Herr, zum Jordan kam, BWV 684� Johann Sebastian Bach
� (1685–1750)

Carillon

Communion | Immediately following the postlude, a brief Communion service 
will be held in the chancel. All are welcome to sit in the choir stalls on either 
side where worship guides will be made available. Following Communion, a 
minister will be available to offer prayers and anointing. (This brief service will 
return to Memorial Chapel in February 2025 following the completion of work 
on the stained-glass windows.)



TODAY IN WORSHIP

Presiding Ministers
Bruce Puckett���������������������������������������������������������������  Assistant Dean, Duke University Chapel
Racquel Gill �������������������������  Minister for Intercultural Engagement, Duke University Chapel

Preacher
Luke A. Powery���������������������������������������������������������������������������� Dean, Duke University Chapel

Lectors
Lauren Hoaglund��������������������������������������������������������������������������� Chapel Scholar, Graduate ’30 
Jun Tan ������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������Chapel Scholar, Trinity ’26

Musicians
Duke Chapel Choir�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� Choir
Zebulon Highben����������������������������������������� Director of Chapel Music, Duke University Chapel 
Robert Parkins����������������������������������������������������������������������University Organist, Duke University
Chad Fothergill����������������������������������������������������������� Chapel Organist, Duke University Chapel

Head Usher
Ken Arneson������������������������������������������������������������������� Member, Congregation at Duke Chapel 
James Ferguson��������������������������������������������������������������� Member, Congregation at Duke Chapel

Today’s Offering | All of today’s cash offerings and checks written to Duke University 
Chapel will support human service organizations in the greater Durham area. Give online at 
chapel.duke.edu/offering. Send checks to: Duke University Chapel, Box 90974, Durham, 
NC 27708-0974. 

Today’s Flowers | The flowers for the worship service today are given to the glory of God 
by the Nan and Taylor Cole Chapel Endowment.

Liturgical Acknowledgments | The Waters of Life. Text from The Rite of Baptism for 
Children, © 1969 International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc. (ICEL). God, Bless 
Us and Keep Us. Text © 2022 Susan Ruth Briehl, admin. MorningStar Music. Reprinted 
under OneLicense.net #A-725399.

http://chapel.duke.edu/offering


ENGAGE

University Prayer of Thanksgiving | Each week, we focus on a different 
campus unit, school, or department for whom to give thanks to God for their 
service and contributions to the wider university community and beyond. Today, 
we give thanks for Duke University Cancer Center.

Restrooms in Divinity School | Public restrooms are available in the Divinity 
School. To access them, exit the Chapel through the main front doors and enter 
the Divinity School. Restrooms are along the hallway in the Divinity School.  

Public Tour After the Service | Learn about the history, architecture, and life of 
Duke Chapel on a tour immediately following the service. The tour is free and lasts 
about forty-five minutes. Meet the docent outside in front of the Chapel.

Choral Evensong Today | Our service of Choral Evensong today at 4:00 p.m. 
follows the liturgy of the Book of Common Prayer and features music from the 
English cathedral tradition, led by the Chapel’s Evensong Singers. This semester, 
Evensong features music by the Anglo-Irish composer Charles Villiers Stanford 
as we commemorate the 100th anniversary of his death. A prolific composer of 
symphonic, chamber, vocal, and choral music, Stanford’s sacred music has remained 
popular.

Chili Eat-Off | The Congregation at Duke Chapel Fellowship Committee invites 
everyone to stay after worship today, January 12, for a Chili Eat-Off. Please come 
to the Chapel lounge on the lower level of the Chapel to enjoy homemade chili 
and all of the best fixins. Think you can’t stand the heat? Not to worry—there 
will be a variety of temperatures offered. Bring the entire family for food and fun!

Back Pew Collection—Note in the Pocket | On Sundays January 12 and 
19 please bring any sizes of children’s new socks and underwear, especially boys 
underwear to the Back Pew of the Chapel. This collection will go to the local 
non-profit,  Note in the Pocket, if you have any questions, contact the Congregation 
office congregation@duke.edu.

 

mailto:congregation%40duke.edu?subject=


ENGAGE

Student Art Exhibition | Selected as this year’s C. Eric Lincoln Fellow in 
Theology and Arts, Duke Divinity School student Jaden Dejesus Blango will 
present an exhibition of his mixed-media collage and figure drawings at Duke 
Chapel beginning January 16. Titled Imagination and Promise: The Theological 
Aesthetics of Hope, the exhibition presents pencil drawings of people on cut paper 
layered on backgrounds textured by water marbling, gold ink, ashes, and magazine 
clippings. In each of the pieces, Blango says the Christian theology of a Triune God 
provides a visual framework.

Singing the Psalms | You are invited to join musicians and worship leaders from 
Duke Chapel as we pray the book of Psalms from beginning to end on Friday, 
January 17, in the Divinity School’s Goodson Chapel. The singing will begin with 
Psalm 1 at 8:00 a.m. and continue throughout the day with brief breaks, ending in 
the late afternoon. Participants are welcome to come and go, and stay for as little 
or as long as they wish. A variety of musical settings for the Psalms will be paired 
with a new English translation of the texts created by Dr. Ellen F. Davis, Amos 
Ragan Kearns Distinguished Professor of Bible and Practical Theology at Duke 
Divinity School and a member of Duke Chapel’s National Advisory Board.

Martin Luther King, Jr. Commemoration | Judge Jerry Blackwell, a member of 
the prosecution team that won a murder conviction for the killing of George Floyd, 
will deliver the keynote talk at Duke University’s annual MLK Commemoration on 
Sunday, January 19, at 3:00 p.m. in Duke Chapel. The theme of this year’s event is 
“Hope Powered by Community: Protecting King’s Dream through Determination 
and Unity.” Learn more at mlk.duke.edu.

Register for the Sacred Choral Clinic with Dr. Pearl Shangkuan | Dr. Pearl 
Shangkuan, president-elect of the American Choral Directors Association, will 
lead a sacred choral clinic at Duke Chapel on Saturday, January 25, 2025, from 
9:00 a.m. to 12-noon. Church choir directors and singers are invited to register 
for this special event with Dr. Shangkuan, professor emerita of music at Calvin 
University in Grand Rapids, Michigan. Participants will sing with the Duke 
Chapel Choir and other choirs from around North Carolina and surrounding 
states, as Dr. Shangkuan teaches vocal techniques and introduces choral repertoire 
appropriate for the upcoming Lent and Easter seasons. Register at chapel.duke.
edu/choralclinic.

http://mlk.duke.edu
http://chapel.duke.edu/choralclinic
http://chapel.duke.edu/choralclinic


ENGAGE

Bach Cantata Concert | The theme of the next concert in the Bach Cantata 
Series is “Leipzig III: Solo Cantatas.” Held on Sunday, February 2, at 5:00 p.m., 
the performance will feature these cantatas: Ich habe genug (BWV 82) and Ich 
will den Kreuzstab gerne tragen (BWV 56). There is no charge for admission. The 
program is preceded by a pre-concert lecture at 4:00 p.m. in Goodson Chapel of 
Duke Divinity School.

Christian Education Classes | All Sunday morning classes meet in the lowest 
level of Duke Divinity School (across the Chapel quad from Page Auditorium) 
from 9:45 a.m.–10:45 a.m. Come early for refreshments at 9:30 a.m.

• Wee Praise: Children ages 0–3 along with parent(s) or caregiver(s) in 0011 
Westbrook.

• Godly Play: Children ages 4 as of 9/1/2024–1st graders in 0054 Langford.

• Godly Play Advanced: Children in 2nd–5th grades in 0050 Langford.

• Youth Program: Youth 6th–12th graders will explore a survey of the Old 
Testament in 0015 Westbrook.

• Adult Forum: Meets in 0012 Westbrook 

	 With a variety of guest speakers, Adult Forum offers presentations and 
discussions on a wide range of topics. The thought-provoking topics include 
Biblical studies, current social issues and the work of mission agencies.

	 January 19: The Rev. Dr.  Keith Daniel, Resilient Ventures, “Rev. Dr. Martin   
Luther King’s Dream or Fantasy?: A Blue Print for Beloved Community”

• Adult Bible Study: Meets in 0013 Westbrook. A Study Through the Book of 
Acts.



GRADUAL HYMN | Down Galilee’s Slow Roadways 

Stanzas 1 and 2 are sung before the Gospel reading; stanza 3 is sung after the Gospel as 
the procession returns to the chancel.
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Text: Sylvia G. Dunstan (1955–1993)
Music: Hal H. Hopson

Text © 1991 GIA Publications, Inc.
Music © 1983 Hope Publishing Company
Printed by permission under OneLicense.net # A-725399
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congregation.chapel.duke.edu
919-684-3917

The Congregation at Duke University Chapel 
joyfully welcomes all persons regardless of age, 
race, class, origin, sexual orientation, gender 
identity, or any other distinction and invites 
membership and participation in all of its 
ministries.

Please email congregation@duke.educongregation@duke.edu to receive 
the weekly eNews.

chapel.duke.edu
919-681-9488

401 Chapel Drive
Campus Box 90974
Durham, NC 27708

dukechapel@duke.edu

Connect with us

@DukeChapel
#FindSanctuary

LET’S KEEP IN TOUCH

We would like to get to know you. What are your 
questions? What is your story? Take a moment 
to fill out a brief form, and a Chapel minister or 
other staff member will contact you soon. Scan the 
QR code or visit chapel.duke.edu/connect.

ACCESSIBILITY 
 

Large-print hymnals and worship guides are available at the visitor relations 
desk. Hearing assistance units are available at the AV console in the rear of the 
Chapel. Please let us know if you need other accommodations by approaching a 
minister or usher, or email us at dukechapel@duke.edu.


