
In a nation increasingly enveloped in acrimony, accusations, and self-
interest, one wonders where is the love and caring for “the other?” Five 
decades ago, Dr. King put the challenge before us, “Life’s most persistent 
question is...What are you doing for others?”. In 2016, have we lost our 
way? Are we a nation committed to the struggle for racial justice or are 
we individuals just concerned with ourselves...“our group”...“just us”? As 
we reflect on the life and legacy of Dr. King, ask yourself, who is truly 
fighting for social justice, working to create a more perfect union?
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Please, no flash photography during the service.  

And please turn off all electronic devices.

Processional	 Collage Dance Company	
		  Directed by Ms. Toni K Hall

Yi’ yu l’ ratzon	 Dr. Judith Ruderman 
(May the Words of my Mouth)	 Retired Vice Provost 
		  Academic and Administrative Services 
		  Duke University

Invocation	 The Rev. Dr. Luke Powery	
		  Dean of the Chapel 
		  Duke University

The Occasion	 Dr. Benjamin Reese, Jr.	
		  Vice President, Office for Institutional Equity

Lighting the Candle	  
of Peace, Hope, and Justice	

The Candle of Peace, Hope and Justice celebrates the light of God that shines through 
the darkness, pain and violence in the world, which is symbolized by the barbed-
wire that surrounds the candle. As this candle is lit, we remember those who are 
experiencing oppression around the world and we stand in resistance to injustice.

Musical Selection	 United in Praise	
		  Directed by Mr. Brennan Steele, Trinity ‘18

Greetings		 Dr. Richard H. Brodhead 
		  President, Duke University

			   Ms. Cora Cole-McFadden	
		  Mayor Pro Tempore, Durham, NC

			   Mr. Kevin Sowers	
		  President, Duke University Hospital

			   Mr. Henry Washington Jr.	
		  President of Black Student Alliance

			   	



“Everything Worth Fighting For/ 	 Mr. Dasan Ahanu 
Litany for Tomorrow”  	 Poet, Writer, Performance Artist

Introduction of Speaker	 Ms. Roketa Sloan	
		  Graduate Student, MLK Commemoration Committee Member 

Keynote Address	 Dr. Shaun Harper	
		  Race and Equity Scholar

Musical Selection	 United in Praise	
		  Undergraduate Gospel Choir

Hymn 533	(congregation standing) 
We Shall Overcome	 martin

We shall overcome, we shall overcome, we shall overcome someday! 
Oh, deep in my heart I do believe we shall overcome someday!

We’ll walk hand in hand, we’ll walk hand in hand, we’ll walk 
hand in hand someday! Oh, deep in my heart I do believe we’ll 
walk hand in hand someday!

We shall all be free, we shall all be free, we shall all be free someday! 
Oh, deep in my heart I do believe we shall all be free someday!

We shall live in peace, we shall live in peace, we shall live in peace 
someday! Oh, deep in my heart I do believe, we shall live in peace 
someday!

The Lord will see us through, the Lord will see us through, the 
Lord will see us through someday! Oh, deep in my heart I do  
believe, the Lord will see us through someday!

Recessional	 The Collage Dance Company 
		

*If you are hearing impaired, a signer will be at the front of the auditorium.  
Ushers can direct you to reserved seats where you will be able to see the signer.

For a full schedule of upcoming events and additional information  
please visit www.mlk.duke.edu



Myrna Adams, Organizational Consultant 
J’nai Adams, Center for Multicultural Affairs 
Leah R. Adeniji, Pratt School of Engineering 

Zoila Airall, Office of Student Affairs
Sylvia Alston, Duke University Health System 

Nadine Barrett, Duke Cancer Institute
Serena Bazemore, Duke Center for Jewish Studies

John H. Blackshear, Trinity College of Arts & Sciences
Sharon Caple, Office for Institutional Equity 

Shivram Chandramouli, DPS, President, Duke Partnership for Service 
Katie Colleran, UCAE, Center for Leadership Development and Social Action 

Jamal Edwards, Former President, Black Student Alliance
Bradford Ellison, PathWays Chapel Scholar 

John Gartrell, John Hope Franklin Research Center 
Valerie Gillespie, University Archives 

Alec Greenwald, Mary Lou Williams Center for Black Culture
Chandra Guinn, Mary Lou Williams Center for Black Culture 

Adem Gusa, Facilities Management Division 
Deona Hatley, Housing, Dining and Residence Life 

Neil Hoefs, Center for Civic Engagement 
Kennetra Irby, Chaplain at WakeMed 
Rekayi Isley, Duke Police Department 

Alan Kendrick, Graduate Student Development
Robert Korstad, Sanford School of Public Policy

Barbara Lau, Pauli Murray Project 
Joshua Lazard, Duke Chapel 

Emerson Lovell, Vice President to Kappa Omricon Chaper of  
Alpha Phi Alpha Fraternity, Inc.

Denise Motley, Recruitment and DTS Staff 
Catherine Okafor, Duke Community Service Center 

Brenda Onyango, Duke Chapter of the NAACP - President
Antoinette Parker, News and Communications

Richard Payne, Duke Institute on Care at the End of Life 
Seth Pearson, President of BGPSA 

Bruce Puckett, Duke Chapel
Ben Reese, Office for Institutional Equity 

Roketa Sloan, Former President President of BGPSA 
Henry Washington Jr., President, Black Student Alliance 

Stuart Wells, Office of News and Communications 

Members of the Duke University  
Martin Luther King, Jr. Commemoration Committee

The Martin Luther King, Jr. Commemoration Committee acknowledges the support 
of the Duke University Office of the President, the Office of the Provost, the Duke 
University Health System, the Office of the Chancellor for Health Affairs, the 
Duke Divinity School, the Duke School of Medicine, the Office of the Vice President 
for Administration, the Office for Institutional Equity, the Office for News and 
Communications, Trinity College of Arts and Sciences, the Graduate School, the 
Office of the Vice President for Student Affairs, the Mary Lou Williams Center 
for Black Culture, the Duke Student  Government, and Duke Chapel.



Shaun R. Harper founded the Center for the Study of Race and Equity in 
Education in 2011. He is author of over 90 peer-reviewed journal articles and 
other academic publications. These journals include The Review of Research 
in Education, Journal of Higher Education, Review of Higher Education, Journal of 
College Student Development, Harvard Educational Review, and Teachers College 
Record. Professor Harper’s research has been cited in over 3,300 publications. 
His twelve books include Advancing Black Male Student Success from Preschool 
through Ph.D. (2016), Student Engagement in Higher Education (2009, 2014), 
College Men and Masculinities (2010), and the 5th edition of Student Services: A 
Handbook for the Profession (2011).

Dr. Harper is an elected member of the American Educational Research 
Association (AERA) Executive Council, and formerly served on the Association 
for the Study of Higher Education (ASHE) Board of Directors and the National 
Association of Student Personnel Administrators (NASPA) Board of Directors. 
He serves on editorial boards for the Journal of Higher Education and American 
Educational Research Journal, and was previously associate editor of Educational 
Researcher. AERA presented Dr. Harper its 2010 Early Career Award (Division 
G) and 2014 Relating Research to Practice Award. He also received the 2008 
ASHE Early Career Award, the 2012 NASPA Robert H. Shaffer Award for 
Faculty Excellence, and the 2014 American College Personnel Association 
Contribution to Knowledge Award.

Dr. Harper has been interviewed on CNN, ESPN, and NPR, and featured 
or quoted in The New York Times, Los Angeles Times, Wall Street Journal, Sports 
Illustrated, Chronicle of Higher Education, Inside Higher Ed, and over 400 other 
media outlets. In 2015, he was appointed to President Barack Obama’s My 
Brother’s Keeper advisory council and recognized in Education Week as one of 
the 50 most influential professors in the field of education.

Dr. Shaun Harper




