
On this fourth Sunday of Advent we celebrate the visitation of Mary 
to her relative Elizabeth. Elizabeth herself has miraculously conceived 
in her old age, and the child who will become John the Baptist leaps for 
joy in her womb. The child and his mother celebrate that Mary, though 
a virgin, has conceived Jesus, who will be the Savior of the world. The 
prophet Micah prophesied this miracle centuries before, declaring that 
the great ruler of God’s people would be born in humble Bethlehem. 
Mary rejoices at the favor the Lord has shown her, as she sings praise to 
God in the song now known as the Magnificat. The faithfulness of God 
is proclaimed, the One who has come as the incarnate Christ-child to 
save and redeem us.

 Bridging Faith and Learning 

Service of Worship 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent 
December 20, 2015, Page Auditorium

Eleven o’clock in the morning

“The Visitation,” stained glass window at the Church of Reconciliation,  
by Brother Eric, Taizé, France



During the prelude the congregation is asked to remain prayerfully or  
meditatively silent. The Chapel welcomes families with children; if at any time 
during the service your child needs a place for active play, please utilize the nursery 
in the Box Office on the second floor of Page.

Gathering

Prelude 
Six Christmas Carols      	       arr. Rob Roy McGregor 
	       	   (b. 1943)

	 God Rest Ye Merry, Gentleman 
Greensleeves 
Once in Royal David’s City 
We Three Kings 
O Tannenbaum 
Angels We Have Heard on High

Greeting and Announcements

*Processional Hymn 184 (Please see hymns at back of bulletin.) 
Of the Father’s Love Begotten	 divinum mysterium

*Prayer of Confession and Words of Assurance (in unison) 
God of the future, you are coming in power to bring all 
nations under your rule. We confess that we have not expected 
your kingdom; we live casual lives, ignoring your promised 
judgment. We accept lies as truth, exploit neighbors, abuse the 
earth, and refuse your justice and peace. In your mercy, forgive 
us. Grant us wisdom to welcome your way, and to seek things 
that will endure when Christ comes to judge the world. Amen.

The minister speaks words of assurance.

*Peace 
(All exchange signs and words of God’s peace.)

Proclamation

Prayer for Illumination (in unison) 
God our redeemer, as you prepared humble Mary to be the 
mother of your Son, so prepare our hearts to receive your 
word now; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

At the close of today’s service, the Lord’s Supper will be celebrated in Page 
Auditorium by the seats at the front left of the stage, in front of the organ. 
Immediately following Communion, a service of prayer for healing will be held in 
the same location. The service consists of prayers for healing and wholeness with 
anointing and laying on of hands. All are invited. 



Old Testament Lesson—Micah 5:2–5a  
Lector:	 This is the word of the Lord. 
People:	 Thanks be to God.

Anthem 
Wassail Song, from 5 English Folk Songs   	 Ralph Vaughan Williams	
		  (1872–1958) 
		  arr. Lawrence Eden

New Testament Lesson—Hebrews 10:5–10 
Lector:	 This is the word of the Lord. 
People:	 Thanks be to God.

*Gospel Lesson—Luke 1:24–25, 39–56 
Lector:	 This is the word of the Lord. 
People:	 Thanks be to God.

Sermon—What to Expect When You Are Expecting

Response

*Response Hymn 251 
My Soul Proclaims Your Greatness   	 kingsfold

*The Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth;

	 And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended 
into hell; the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended 
into heaven, and sitteth at the right hand of God the Father 
Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and 
the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection 
of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Call to Prayer 
Minister:   The Lord be with you. 
People:     And also with you. 
Minister:   Let us pray.

Prayers of the People 
(The congregation responds to each petition: “Hear our prayer.”)

Offertory Anthem 
The Wexford Carol 	   arr. J.A.C. Redford 
		  (b. 1953)

	



*Doxology	 veni emmanuel 

Thanksgiving

*Prayer of Thanksgiving

*The Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen.

Sending Forth

*Benediction

*Closing Processional Hymn 202 
People, Look East	 besançon

Postlude 
Ave Maris Stella, Op. 18, No. 9                  	 Marcel Dupré 
		  (1886–1971)

*All who are able may stand.



Ministry of Worship

Presiding Ministers	 The Rev. Dr. Luke Powery	
	 The Rev. Dr. Carol Gregg
Preacher	 Dr. Christy Lohr Sapp
Lectors  	 Ms. Tamela Davis 
	 Member of the Congregation at Duke Chapel
	 Mr. Jack McCallus 
	 Member of the Congregation at Duke Chapel
Chapel Organist	 Mr. Christopher Jacobson
Guest Musicians	 Amalgam Brass
Presiding Minister over Post-Service Communion	 The Rev. Dr. Carol Gregg
Head Ushers	 Dr. James Ferguson and Mr. Rick Wilfong

 
Prayers for the Week

This morning we give thanks for the Duke University Department of Political Science.  
We celebrate its dedication to training students to be citizens of local and global 
communities through their passion for service and justice.  
In Durham, we remember those who volunteer within the community and those who 
seek to build relationships across boundaries. 

Advent and Christmas  
Services and Events at Duke Chapel

        Christmas Eve—This year we will be celebrating the birth of Jesus at 
three services, all in Page Auditorium:

•2:00 p.m. Children’s Service: An interactive service with the singing 
of Christmas carols suitable for all the family.

•5:30 p.m. Christmas Eve Worship: The Rev. Dr. Luke Powery, Dean 
of Duke Chapel will be preaching, and there will be an opportunity to 
receive Holy Communion after the service for all who wish.

•11:00 p.m. Lessons and Carols: Our traditional Lessons and Carols, 
with full musical and choral accompaniment. 

	C hristmas Day—There will be a special playing of Christmas 
Carillon music from the Chapel belltower from 4–5:00 p.m.



 
Chapel Announcements

Today’s Flowers—The red poinsettias that adorn the stage are made possible 
by the Elizabeth Lucina  Gotham Memorial Endowment, established by Dr. and 
Mrs. James H. Semans in loving memory of Elizabeth Gotham. The wreaths 
on both sides of the front entrance of the Chapel are given to the glory of God 
in celebration of the Christmas season by Dr. and Mrs. James G. Ferguson, Jr.

Today’s Offering—All of today’s cash offerings and undesignated checks 
will be used to support the Chapel’s PathWays program, which offers students 
opportunities to discern God’s call through study, artistic expression, counsel, 
service, and Christian community.

Community Choir at the 11:00 p.m. Christmas Eve service—All are invited 
to come and sing in the community choir for the 11:00 p.m. Lessons and 
Carols service on Christmas Eve. There is a rehearsal from 7-9:00 p.m. on 
Monday, December 21, and a required rehearsal at 9:00 p.m. on Christmas 
Eve, both in Page Auditorium. The choir will sing several anthems, including 
the “Hallelujah Chorus” from Messiah. 

Today’s Background Image—The backdrop  depicts the Nativity shepherds 
and wise men from stained glass windows in Duke University Chapel.  

Worship Opportunities Each Week at Duke Chapel

Choral Evensong—Sunday at 4 p.m. in Goodson Chapel

Online Mid-Week Prayer—Resumes Wednesday, January 6, at noon via 
periscope.tv/dukechapel

Choral Vespers—Resumes Thursday, January 14, at 6 p.m. in  
Goodson Chapel

†  Children 4 and younger are invited  
to the nursery located in the Page  
box office, beginning at 10:50 a.m. each 
week. Capacity is limited. Parents are  
welcome to feed or change infants;  
pagers are available for parents to keep 
with them during worship. 
†  Children’s Worship BulletinsTM for 
ages 3-6 and 7-12, and worship bags 
for ages 5 and under, are available in 
the upstairs entryway of Page.  Please 
return bags and clipboards at the end 
of the service.

†  Prayer requests may be emailed to 
chapel-prayers@duke.edu.

†  Tours of Duke Chapel are suspended 
until the nave re-opens.

†  Hearing assistance units are available 
in the lobby of Page Auditorium. See 
the attendant if you would like to use 
one of our large-print bulletins for the 
worship service.

We invite you to consider joining the Congregation at Duke Chapel. The Congregation is 
an interdenominational church with a variety of vibrant ministries, including discipleship 
and spiritual formation (for children, youth, and adults), mission and outreach, and 
pastoral care. Please email congregation@duke.edu or call 919-684-3917 for information.

For Families And ChildrenFor Worshipers And Visitors



The following Congregation opportunities are open to all.

Sunday Christian Education Classes—Starting January 3, Sunday 
morning classes will resume in the lowest level of Duke Divinity School 
from 9:45–10:45 a.m. New participants are welcome at any time: 
Wee Praise: Ages 0-3 with parents or caregivers in 0011 Westbrook.    
Godly Play: Ages 4 through 5th graders in 0050 Langford.    
Youth Sunday School: For 6th-12th graders in 0013 Westbrook.       
Adult Forum: For all adults in 0012 Westbrook.

Adult Forum—Next Sunday, December 27, Brian Stratton will offer the 
conclusion to the the Advent Bible Study, focusing on Epiphany. The study 
will be held in 0015 Westbrook; youth and adults are welcome to attend. 

Holiday Recess—There will be no Sunday morning classes for children 
and youth on December 27. All classes will resume on January 3.

Alternative Gift Market—Consider giving carpentry tools, a goat, 
or banana seed bulbs as a Christmas gift this year. After worship today 
you may make a donation to ZOE ministry in honor of your loved ones. 
ZOE is an empowerment ministry which enables orphans to move from 
dire poverty to self-sufficiency in three years. ZOE now works in several 
African countries as well as India and Guatemala. Your gifts to ZOE 
will help children form family groups and start a business to sustain 
themselves. Please stop by the table in the lobby of Page Auditorium for 
more information.

Youth Christmas Party—Middle and high school students are 
invited to the annual Youth Christmas party at the Dennehey home 
today at 5:00 p.m. Students may wear a tacky Christmas sweater, 
and bring a $5-10 gift if they would like to participate in the Secret 
Santa gift exchange. This will be Adam Benson’s last Sunday with 
the youth as Interim Youth Pastor.  Please contact Adam Benson, 
adambenson87@gmail.com, for additional information. 

Service Project for College Students—College students on break 
are needed for an afternoon of service at Genesis Home, a residence for 
homeless families. On Tuesday, December 22, from 1:30– 4:30 p.m., 
volunteers are needed help empty an office and storage area by moving 
contents to a storage unit. Please bring work gloves and wear closed-toe 
shoes. Genesis Home is located at 300 North Queen Street, Durham. 
To prepare for the work, students will meet at the Old Havana 
Sandwich Shop, 310 E. Main St., Durham, at noon for lunch. Please 
contact Carol Gregg (carol.gregg@duke.edu), or the Congregation 
office (congregation@duke.edu) if you plan to attend.

New Assistant Pastor—The Congregation is deeply grateful to Mr. 
Adam Benson for his service as the Congregation’s part-time interim youth 
minister. His thoughtful leadership of the students since August 2015 has 
been a blessing. Beginning in January, Mr. Andrew Phillips will join the 
Congregation as Assistant Pastor on a part-time basis, focusing his efforts 
on youth ministry. In July 2016, Andrew’s position will become full-time. 

The Congregation at Duke University Chapel 
919-684-3917 • www.congregation.chapel.duke.edu 









Next Week in Worship at Duke Chapel

Guest Musicians—Next week will be the first Sunday of Christmas, and we 
will be welcoming Amalgam Brass.

Preacher—The preacher next Sunday morning will be the Rev. Dr. Carol 
Gregg, Pastor to the Congregation at Duke Chapel.

Offering—Next week’s offering will go towards a non-profit organization in 
the local area.

Doxology in Advent: O Come, O Come Emmanuel

There are seven great Advent prayers (Antiphons) that have  
been prayed since the 7th Century.  Each Antiphon begins with “O” 
and addresses Jesus with a unique name, which comes from the  
prophecies of Isaiah in the Old Testament.  

Each O Antiphon begins with an invocation of the expected Messiah.  
When read backwards from the bottom up, they form an acrostic 
for the Latin “Ero Cras” which means, “Tomorrow I shall be with 
you.”  Today the O Antiphons are most familiar to us in the hymn 
“O come, O come Emmanuel” sung to the tune veni emmanuel.  

	 Sapientia—O come, thou Wisdom from on high...  
	 Adonai—O come, O come, thou Lord of might...  
	 Radix Jesse—O come, thou Root of Jesse’s tree...  
	 Clavis David—O come, thou Key of David...  
	 Oriens—O come, thou Dayspring from on high...  
	 Rex Gentium—O come, Desire of nations...  
	 Emmanuel—O come, O come, Emmanuel...

As the O Antiphons (and subsequently the stanzas of veni  
emmanuel) tell the Advent story of Christ’s coming, we will sing 
the story of God’s coming to dwell with us not all at once, but  
progressively and patiently over the course of four Sundays. 

 



Prayer Card

Thank you for worshiping with us. We invite you to write a prayer request 
in the space below and please place it in the offering plate. It will be offered 
up to God in confidence by the Chapel team this week.

Duke University Chapel
Duke Chapel is a Christian church of an unusually interdenominational character, with a 
tradition of stirring music, preaching, and liturgy. It is also a grand building, suitable for 
hosting major events in the life of the University and its members; it further acts as a moderator 
for the diversity of religious identity and expression on campus. We welcome you to our life of 
worship, learning, dialogue, and service, especially during this year of the Chapel’s restoration 
during which we will gather to worship God in different places across Duke’s campuses.

chapel.duke.edu • Box 90974, Durham, NC 27708 • 919-684-2572 

The Rev. Dr. Luke Powery	 Dean of the Chapel
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Staff of the Congregation at Duke University Chapel 
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Staff of Duke University Chapel


