
BRIDGING FAITH  & LEARNING

Today we celebrate the first Sunday of Advent. Advent is Latin for “coming.” It celebrates the 
most important news about the past and the most important news about the future: Christ 
has come; and Christ is coming back. Just as the coming of Christ as a baby in Bethlehem 
took everyone by surprise, although it had long been predicted, so the coming of Christ 
in glory will no doubt take everyone by surprise, although it too has long been predicted. 
The lesson from Isaiah speaks to the desire for God to come down and make God’s presence 
known. Mark’s Gospel paints a picture of chaos and calamity as the coming day of the Lord 
approaches. Yet in the midst of this, Mark encourages those who are watching for the coming 
of the Son of Man to stay alert and awake.

SERVICE OF WORSHIP
First Sunday of Advent

Sunday, November 29, 2020, 11:00 a.m.

God's Shining Face
George Millereau, Basilica of Saint Nicolas, c. 16th century



Gathering
Carillon

Opening Voluntary

Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, BWV 659, 660          Johann Sebastian Bach

Greeting and Call to Worship

*Opening Hymn | See hymns at the back of the worship guide. 

 Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers                                                                  haf trones lampa fÄrdig

*Prayer of Confession and Words of Assurance | In unison.

  God of the future, you are coming in power to bring all nations under your rule. We 
confess that we have not expected your kingdom; we live casual lives, ignoring your 
promised judgment. We accept lies as truth, exploit neighbors, abuse the earth, and 
refuse your justice and peace. In your mercy, forgive us. Grant us wisdom to welcome 
your way, and to seek things that will endure when Christ comes to judge the world. 
Amen.

The minister speaks words of assurance.

*Greeting of Peace | All exchange signs and words of God’s peace.

Minister:  The Peace of Christ be with you.
People:  And also with you.

Proclamation
Prayer for Illumination

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the 
threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the coming of your new day, 
for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.  

*All rise as able

      (1685–1750)



Psalmody | t 

 Psalm 80:1-7        setting by Hal Hopson 

 

 

 

 

 

 Shepherd of Israel, listen; lead Joseph as a flock. 
    You are enthroned upon the cherubim. 
 Shine on Ephraim, on Benjamin, Manasseh. 
 Rouse yourself in your power, and come to rescue us. 
 God, restore us and help us, and let your face shine brightly.  

Lord of the armies of earth and sky,  
   how long will you fume while your people pray? 
Will you feed us tears for bread,  
   and make us drink our cups of tears? 
You make us fight with our neighbors, and our foes make fun of us. 
God of heaven and earth, restore us; 
   let your face shine brightly and help us.  

 

 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT: 

Psalm 80:1-7. Translation by Gary Chamberlain, © 1984 The Upper Room. Music © 1988 Hope 
Publishing Company. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-725399.  

Psalmody | The ostinato is sung continuously while the cantor sings the psalm verses.  

                                                                   
    Psalm 80:1–7              setting by Hal Hopson  
                 

Shepherd of Israel, listen; lead Joseph as a flock.
You are enthroned upon the cherubim.
Shine on Ephraim, on Benjamin, Manasseh.
Rouse yourself in your power, and come to rescue us.
God, restore us and help us, and let your face shine brightly. 
Lord of the armies of earth and sky, 
   how long will you fume while your people pray?
Will you feed us tears for bread, 
   and make us drink our cups of tears?
You make us fight with our neighbors, and our foes make fun of us.
God of heaven and earth, restore us;
   let your face shine brightly and help us.
 

New Testament Lesson

1 Corinthians 1:3–9

*Gradual Hymn | Stanzas 1–2. See hymns at the back of the worship guide. 

 Come Now, O Prince of Peace                                                                                              ososŎ

*Gospel Lesson

Mark 13:24–37

*Gradual Hymn | Stanzas 3–4. See hymns at the back of the worship guide. 

 Come Now, O Prince of Peace                                                                                              ososŎ

Sermon

Hope in the Midst of Chaos



Response
Choral Anthem (Virtual)

Be Still, My Soul                                                              Percy Whitlock

Be still, my soul, for God is near;
The Great High Priest is with thee now;
The Lord of Life Himself is here,
Before whose face the angels bow.

To make thy heart His lowly throne
Thy Saviour God in love draws nigh.
He gives Himself unto His own,
For whom He once came down to die.

I come, O Lord, for Thou dost call
To blend my pleading prayer with Thine:
To Thee I give myself, my all,
And feed on Thee, and make Thee mine. Amen

Text: W. D. Maclagan (1826–1910)

*Affirmation of Faith
 

 We trust the voice that cries out:
  “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord,
      make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
 Every valley shall be lifted up,
      and every mountain and hill be made low;
  the uneven ground shall become level,
      and the rough places a plain.
 Then the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
      and all people shall see it together,
      for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”
  –Adapted from Isaiah 40:3–5

Call to Prayer

Minister:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Minister: Let us pray. 

Prayers of the People | The congregation responds to each petition: 

People:  Hear our prayer.

      (1903–1946)



Offertory

O Sapientia                                   plainsong; organ setting by Nico Muhly

O Sapientia, quae ex ore Altissimi prodiisti,
attingens a fine usque ad finem, fortiter suaviterque disponens omnia: 
veni ad docendum nos viam prudentiae.

O Wisdom, coming forth from the mouth of the Most High,
reaching from one end to the other, mightily and sweetly ordering all things:
Come and teach us the way of prudence.

                                                    
*Doxology                                                                                                                        veni emmanuel

Thanksgiving 
*Prayer of Thanksgiving

*The Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.

Sending Forth
*Benediction

*Closing Hymn | See hymns at the back of the worship guide. 
        
     Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying                                                                             wachet auf

Closing Voluntary

 Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, BWV 661                                                                 J. S. Bach                                                                                      
   

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Carillon                    

                      



FREE VIRTUAL TICKETS AVAILABLE FOR ONLINE ‘MESSIAH’ CONCERT | Virtual tickets to 
this year’s online Messiah concert—which will livestream on Sunday, December 6, at 4:00 p.m.—
are now available at no cost through the Duke Box Office website. This online presentation of 
Messiah will blend live performances of arias and recitatives with virtual, sing-along choruses created 
from recordings from last year’s concerts. The program will include all of Part I—the Christmas 
portion—plus the “Hallelujah” chorus. Click here to claim your virtual ticket.
RECORDING OF ONLINE STAFF MEMORIAL SERVICE | Earlier this month, Chapel and Duke 
University Hospital ministers and musicians led an online service of remembrance for recent and 
former faculty and staff members who have died during the last year. This half-hour service included 
music, candle lighting, and reading the names of those who have died. A recording of the service is 
available here. 
ADVENT BOOK GROUP STARTS WEDNESDAY | Two book groups will explore the biblical texts 
surrounding the birth of Jesus as they read and discuss Light of the World by Amy-Jill Levine. The 
book groups will meet on Wesndesdays December 2, 9, 16, and 23 at 10:00 a.m. and 7:00 p.m. by 
Zoom. Please contact congregation@duke.edu for Zoom links.  

ENGAGE

PRESIDING MINISTERS
The Rev. Kathryn Lester-Bacon................................Director of Religious Life, Duke University Chapel
Mr. Michael Larbi...................................Pastoral Assistant, Congregation at Duke Chapel, Divinity ’21
PREACHER
The Rev. Dr. Carol Gregg................................................................Pastor, Congregation at Duke Chapel
LECTOR
Ms. Junette Yu..................................................................................PathWays Fellow, Trinity ’20
MUSICIANS

Duke Evensong Singers............................................................................................................Virtual Choir
Dr. Zebulon Highben...................................................Director of Chapel Music, Duke University Chapel
Mr. Michael Accinno.............................................................................Lecturing Fellow, Trinity College
Mr. Christopher Jacobson..........................................................Chapel Organist, Duke University Chapel
Mr. Tom Gurin...................................................................Chapel Carillonneur, Duke University Chapel

TODAY'S FLOWERS | The interior decorations and the wreaths on either side of the front 
entrance of the Chapel are given to the glory of God in celebration of the Advent and Christmas 
seasons by Dr. and Mrs. James G. Ferguson, Jr.
TODAY'S OFFFERING | Today’s offerings will be used to support the Chapel’s PathWays 
program. You are invited to give online at gifts.duke.edu/chapel. Please send checks to: Duke 
University Chapel, Box 90974, Durham, NC 27708-0974.
MUSIC ACKNOWLEDGMENTS | Psalm 80:1-7. Translation by Gary Chamberlain, © 1984 The 
Upper Room. Music © 1988 Hope Publishing Company. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-
725399.

TODAY IN WORSHIP

https://tickets.duke.edu/Online/default.asp?BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::permalink=messiah20&BOparam::WScontent::loadArticle::context_id=
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=faBQc_E60K0&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=faBQc_E60K0&feature=youtu.be
mailto:congregation%40duke.edu?subject=
http://gifts.duke.edu/chapel


ENGAGE
VIRTUAL CHRISTMAS FELLOWSHIP | Please plan to join others online to share some Christmas 
cheer on Sunday, December 13 at 5:00 p.m. Please watch for further details and contact 
congregation@duke.edu for the Zoom link.  
PRACTICING TRUST | The Congregation is sponsoring a half-day New Year’s retreat on the topic 
of “Practicing Trust in Time of Transition” on Saturday, January 23 from 9:00 a.m. to 12-noon. 
Author and teacher Dr. Marilyn McEntyre will lead the retreat. Please register online or contact 
congregation@duke.edu for more information.  
MIDWEEK PRAYER | Please join us for a brief service of prayer on Wednesdays at 12-noon through 
December 16. To participate in this prayer time, please register for the Zoom call here.
CONFIRMATION CLASS | The Congregation will host a confirmation class for all youth in the 
7th grade and older on Sunday mornings from 9:45-10:45 a.m., starting January 3. This class will 
help students deepen their response to the God’s invitation to be part of the body of Christ. Please 
indicate plans to attend this class by December 1 by contacting Matt Wright at
matthew.r.wright@duke.edu
SIGN UP FOR EMAIL UPDATES | Receive regular email updates about Chapel services, concerts, 
and news by signing up here: chapel.duke.edu/email.
CARILLON LIVESTREAM | You are invited to participate virtually in an ongoing campus tradition. 
Listen live online to the playing of the Duke Chapel carillon bells weekdays at 5:00 p.m. on the 
Duke Chapel Facebook page at facebook.com/dukechapel. 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION SCHEDULE | Online and video classes for all ages are offered 
Sunday mornings from 9:45–10:45 a.m. New participants are always welcome. Please see the 
Congregation’s eNews for links or contact the Congregation office at congregation@duke.edu.
Classes are:

• Wee Praise – Music and movement for children ages 0–3 with parents or caregivers
• Godly Play – Spiritual formation for children ages 4 through 5th grade
• Youth Bible Study – A study of Ezekiel-Malachi for students in 6th–12th grades
• Adult Forum –  On Sunday, December 6 – Nathaniel Metz, Duke Divinity Student and 

Intern for the Congregation at Duke University Chapel, "Christ! The Terror from Beyond 
Space! Dietrich Bonhoeffer on Christ as a Stumbling Block"

mailto:congregation%40duke.edu?subject=
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0e48aaab2ba4fc1-practicing
mailto:congregation%40duke.edu?subject=
https://duke.zoom.us/j/97241733966
mailto:matthew.r.wright%40duke.edu%20?subject=
http://chapel.duke.edu/email
http://facebook.com/dukechapel
mailto:congregation%40duke.edu?subject=


HYMNS FOR NOVEMBER 29, 2020

Opening Hymn

  Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers                                                                 haf trones lampa fÄrdig



Gradual Hymn

 Come Now, O Prince of Peace                                                                                              ososŎ

HYMNS FOR NOVEMBER 29, 2020

Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-725399.



HYMNS FOR NOVEMBER 29, 2020

Closing Hymn

  Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying                                                                            wachet auf

Text: Philipp Nicolai, 1556–1608; tr. composite.
Music: WACHET AUF, Philipp Nicolai.
Text © 1999 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-725399.


