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THE DUKE VESPERS ENSEMBLE

Choral Vespers
February 2, 2012

Candlemas
Five-fifteen in the evening

GATHERING

Organ Prelude

*Introit   
Invitatory on LE CANTIQUE DE SIMEON

*Processional Hymn 686
O Gladsome Light LE CANTIQUE DE SIMEON

*Opening Sentence
Leader: Light and peace in Jesus Christ our Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

*Collect for Light
Almighty God, we give you thanks for surrounding us, 
as daylight fades, with the brightness of your vesper 
light; and we implore you of your great mercy, that as 
you enfold us with the radiance of this light, so you 
would shine into our hearts the brightness of your 
Holy Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

PROCLAMATION

Old Testament Lesson�—1 Samuel 1:1-10 
Leader: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Anthem
Unam petii Giovanni Anerio
  (c. 1567-1630) 

Unum petii a Domino hanc requiram: ut in habitem in domo 
Domini omnibus diebus vitae meae, ut videam voluptatem domini 
et visitem templum ejus.

One thing have I desired of the Lord, which I will require: 
even that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days 
of my life, to behold the fair beauty of the Lord, and to visit 
his temple. �—Psalm 27:4

DUKE 
UNIVERSITY

CHAPEL

 Keeping the heart of the University listening to the heart of God 



New Testament Lesson�—1 John 3:1-8
Leader: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Anthem
Le Cantique de Simeon  Jan P. Sweelinck 
  (1562-1621)

Or laissses, Createur, 
En paix ton serviteur, 
En suyvant ta promesse: 
Puisque mes yeux ont eu, 
Ce credit d�’avoir veu, 
De ton salut l�’addresse.

Salut mis au devant, 
De tout people vivant,
Pour l�’ouïr et le croire.
Resource des petits, 
Lumiere des Gentils,
Et d�’Israël la gloire.
  �—from Luke 2: 29-32

*Gospel Lesson�—Luke 2:22-35 (congregation stands)
Leader: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

RESPONSE

*Suffrages on LE CANTIQUE DE SIMEON 
(The congregation sings the responses on the page below)

Prayers  (congregation seated)
(The congregation responds to each petition: �“Hear our prayer.�”)   

The Lord�’s Prayer 

SENDING FORTH

*Recessional Hymn 188
Christ Is the World�’s Light CHRISTE SANCTORUM 
The congregation follows the choir procession around the sanctuary 
to the narthex to gather around the Christ candle. The procession 
recalls the presentation of Christ at the temple 40 days after his 
birth and the completion of Mary�’s ritual purification. We too are 
a pilgrim people who look to meet God within the walls of this place, 
to be purified and bring forth the works of God, and to be sent out 
to to offer the light of Christ to the world.

*Benediction

O Lord and master thou 
Dost let thy servant now
Depart in exultation:
Thy promise now fulfilled, 
For now I have beheld
Thy wonderful salvation.

Thou didst, O Lord, prepare, 
For peoples everywhere,
A light for revelation.
And radiant glory shall 
The gloom of night dispel
For Israel thy nation.

You are welcome to stay for the organ postlude.  
Should you need to leave, please do so quietly and respectfully.

*Choral Dismissal
Nunc Dimittis LE CANTIQUE DE SIMEON 

Postlude


