
Choral Vespers
April 11, 2013 

Five-fifteen in the evening

Gathering

The service today offers music and sung prayers from the Russian 
Orthodox tradition, as well as one Psalm setting from its neighboring 
country of Estonia. The Russian Orthodox tradition has a strong 
history of evening Vespers services due to their liturgical day beginning 
at sunset, which makes evening Vespers the first service of the liturgical 
day. Much of the music composed for these services instills a spirit of 
reverence and meditation similar to our weekly Choral Vespers tradition 
at Duke Chapel. 

Organ Prelude

*The Preces/Invitatory 	  
O Gladsome Light	 Alexander Kastalsky 
		  (1856-1926)

Gladsome light of the holy glory of the immortal Father,  
Heavenly, holy, blessed, O Jesus Christ!  
Now that we have come to the setting of the sun,  
And behold the light of evening, we praise God:  
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  
For meet it is at all times to worship thee with voices of praise,  
O Son of God and giver of life:  
Therefore all the world doth glorify thee! 

*Processional Hymn 686  
O Gladsome Light  	 le cantique de siméon

*Opening Sentence 
Leader:  Light and peace in Jesus Christ our Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.

*Collect for Light 
Almighty God, we give you thanks for surrounding us, 
as daylight fades, with the brightness of your vesper 
light; and we implore you of your great mercy, that as 
you enfold us with the radiance of this light, so you 
would shine into our hearts the brightness of your 
Holy Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

 Keeping the heart of the University listening to the heart of God 



Old Testament Lesson—Daniel 2:31-49 
(OT pages 773-74 of the pew Bible) 
Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.

Psalm 
Psalm 104, from Taaveti Laulud 	 Cyrillus Kreek 
     (Psalms of David)	 (1889-1962)

(sung in Estonian)

Kiida, mu hing, Issandat!  
Kiidetud oled Sina! 
Issand, mu Jumal, Sa oled suur.  
Kui suured on Sinu teod, Issand! 
Sa oled kõik targasti teinud.  
Au olgu Sulle, Issand, kes Sa kõik oled teinud! 
Au olgu Isale, Pojale, Pühale Vaimule au, nüüd ja igavest. Amen. 

Bless the Lord, O my soul.  
O Lord my God, thou art very great.  
How manifold are your works, O Lord!  
In wisdom hast thou made them all.  
Glory to the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,  
     now and forever.  Amen. 	 —from Psalm 104

New Testament Lesson—1 John 2:18-29 (NT page 225) 
Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.

Anthem 
“Blagosloví, dushé moyá, Ghóspoda”	 Pavel Chesnokov 
		  (1877-1944) 
(sung in Russian)

Blagosloví, dushé moyá, Ghóspoda,  
Blagoslovén yesí, Ghóspodi.  
Ghóspodi Bózhe moy, vozvelíchilsia yesí zeló.  
Blagoslovén yesí, Ghóspodi.  
Fsia premúdrostiyu sotvoríl yesí.  
Sláva Ti, Ghospodi, sotvorívshemu fsia. 

Bless the Lord, O my Soul,  
Blessed art Thou, O Lord.  
O Lord my God, Thou art very great.  
Blessed art thou, O Lord.  
In wisdom hast thou made all things.  



You are welcome to stay for the organ postlude.   
Should you need to leave, please do so quietly and respectfully.

Glory to thee, O Lord, who hast created all! 	 —from Psalm 104

*Gospel Lesson—Luke 3:1-14 (NT page 56, congregation stands) 
Leader: This is the word of the Lord. 
People: Thanks be to God.

Prayers (please see insert) 
Selected from “Liturgy of St. John Chrysostom” 
		  Pyotr Ilyich Tchaikovsky 
		  (1840-1893)

The Lord’s Prayer 

Sending Forth

*Recessional Hymn 731 
Glorious Things of Thee Are Spoken  	 austria

*Benediction

*Choral Dismissal	  
Gospodi Isuse Khriste	 Alfred Schnittke 
		  (1934-1998)

Gospodi Isuse Khriste, Syn’e Bozhij, pomiluj m’a gr’eshnogo.

Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me a sinner. 

Postlude

*please stand as you are able

Spring Vespers Concert

On Sunday, April 21, at 4:00 p.m., the Duke Vespers Ensemble will 
present Dietrich Buxtehude’s rarely performed oratorio Membra Jesu 
Nostri. This oratorio is a 17th-century masterwork constructed of 
seven cantatas, each dedicated to one of “the most holy limbs of 
our suffering Jesus.” A professional orchestra of period instruments 
will join the Vespers Ensemble. As a complement to the music, 
Chapel Music has commissioned original artwork from artist 
Robyn Sand Anderson. These works are inspired by the text and 
music of the oratorio and will be displayed in the Chapel before 
the performance. The event is free and open to all.
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